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DRAFT 
 

MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF AGM HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10
th

 MAY 2017 
 

IN THE COMMUNITY CABIN, UNION STREET. 
 
 
Chairwoman: Sheena Cochrane 
 
Present: Jack Brand, Derek Uchman, Ben Nicoll, Graham Webster, Frank Chalmers, John 
Thornton   
 
Others: Councillors Fotheringham, Lawrie and Hands, Sandra Black (Councillor Hands’ 
assistant), Rob Murray.   
 
 
1 Welcome and Apologies 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual General Meeting.  
Apologies were received from Rob Crossland, Norrie Adams and Councillor Beth 
Whiteside. 
 
At this point, the Chairwoman, Sheena Cochrane, presented, on behalf of the 
Community Council, a gift of a silver salver to Rob Murray, in recognition of his 23 
years service to the Community. Rob expressed his gratitude for the gift and spoke of 
his career in local Government and of his attempts to help people in Monifieth, also 
thanking his fellow councillors for their service over the years. He then left the 
meeting.  
 

2 Minutes of Previous AGM 
The minutes of the inaugural meeting were proposed by Sheena Cochrane and   
seconded by Graham Webster. They were approved as read. 
 

3 Chairwoman’s Report 
Sheena Cochrane reported the activities of the Community Council over the last 12 
months. 
 
In April last year the new Monifieth Community Council was resurrected from the 
ashes of the old Council which had fallen the previous October. After I was appointed 
“Chair” it is fair to say I felt a bit like I had been thrown in at the deep end with no 
water wings.  
The proposed closure of the recycling centre and the introduction of the £25 charge 
to empty our green bins were the hot topics of the day. The community and this 
Council made their feelings quite clear at a well attended meeting, and although 
Councillor Craig Fotheringham made a valiant effort to propose an alternative to 
closure at Angus Council, the decision to close the site was taken. At the moment, it 
is still operating and is well used and maintained; as a Council we remain 
wholeheartedly opposed to the impending closure and continue to plead for 
alternative options.  
The threat to the future of the public bowling green which would result in the closure 
of Monifieth and Grange Bowling Club is also an ongoing issue which the Community 
Council has taken on board. We have been assured there is no immediate threat to 
the club, but that in future years this may change. We will continue to press Angus 
Council to remove any threat to this green and Club.  
The lack of leisure facilities in Monifieth is also something the community, and this 
Council, feel very strongly about. We invited Kirsty Hunter, CEO of ANGUSalive, the 
trust which now runs the leisure and recreation services on behalf of Angus Council, 
to a recent meeting and questioned her about the lack of facilities and the fact that 
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Monifieth was the only Angus Burgh to have no holiday club or camp during October 
2016 and April 2017. We purposely gave her no remit for the meeting so that we 
could gauge what she knew about Monifieth and it became very clear her knowledge 
of the area was not extensive. To be told we could use Douglas sports facilities quite 
frankly is not good enough and then to tell the papers that clubs and camps are run in 
Monifieth is untrue.  
However, we do acknowledge the excellent work ANGUSalive are doing in the area 
to help set up a sports hub encompassing the many locally run clubs and teams and 
we thank them for that.  
These have been our main topics throughout the past year, but the Council have also 
put forward the views of our community in many consultations and surveys, including 
to Police Scotland, Scottish Planning Reform, Scottish Fire and Rescue, boundary 
changes to Health Centres and Angus Housing Strategy, in which, I hope, we have 
expressed the views of the community accurately. 
We shall continue to offer our support to Monifieth Health Centre which is bursting at 
the seams, in any way possible, and shall continue to remind Angus Council that 
Monifieth exists. It is not just our perception that we are the forgotten Burgh of Angus, 
it is a fact. The Monifieth and Sidlaw Ward is the largest in Angus, we contribute the 
most council tax but we always seem to be last in the queue for services and first for 
cuts.  
I look forward to working with our newly elected Councillors, the old faces and the 
new, in our joint efforts to put Monifieth at the front of the queue for investment. We 
are due it! 

 
4 Secretary’s Report 

John Thornton stated that 2016/2017 had been a very busy year. The use of emails 
and cascading to Councillors has been very successful in prompt delivery of 
information and a big saving in postal costs. The Council have completed several 
consultations as mentioned above while an important part of our year has seen us 
providing backing and support to Monifieth Health centre in trying to improve funding 
of infrastructure by developers. Changes to several GP boundaries have been 
notified to us but the only one of real concern was the changes requested by 
Broughty Family Healthcare, to which we duly responded, giving our concerns. Our 
main concerns for the year ahead are providing support to MCRG in their planned 
Community Transfer of Invertay House and working with ANGUSalive to encourage 
their support for and involvement in the community of Monifieth. The best two 
attendances were recorded for those meetings discussing the closure of the skip site 
and concerning leisure facilities and the involvement of ANGUSalive. He 
congratulated the Angus Councillors, 3 of whom were present, for their success in the 
recent election.  

 
5 Treasurer’s Report and Adoption. 

Frank Chalmers presented the Statement of Income and Expenditure for the period 
14th April 2016 to 31

st
 March 2017, copies of which were distributed to councillors.  

This was proposed by Derek Uchman, seconded by Jack Brand and was 
unanimously approved and adopted. Frank Chalmers reported he had encountered 
some difficulty obtaining the financial certificate from Angus Council, though this has 
been resolved. 
He reported the current balance was £2310.52.  
 

 
 
6 Election of Council Officers 

The chairwoman stood down and Councillor Craig Fotheringham took the Chair, 
thanking the office bearers for their service. He stated that the positions of 
Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer and Planning Contact required 
to be filled and called for nominations as follows. 
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Chairperson. 
Jack Brand proposed Sheena Cochrane, who indicated she would be willing to stand. 
This was seconded by Graham Webster and there being no other nominations, 
Sheena Cochrane was duly elected.  
 
 
Vice Chairperson 
Sheena Cochrane proposed Graham Webster, who indicated he would be willing to 
stand. This was seconded by Derek Uchman and, there being no other nominations, 
Graham Webster was duly elected 
 
Secretary. 
Ben Nicoll proposed John Thornton who indicated he would be willing to stand. This 
was seconded by Derek Uchman and there being no other nomination, John 
Thornton was duly elected.  
 
 
Treasurer 
Sheena Cochrane proposed Frank Chalmers who indicated he would be willing to 
stand. This was seconded by Derek Uchman, and there being no other nominations, 
Frank Chalmers was duly elected.  
 
Planning Contact 
Rob Crossland, who was unable to attend the meeting had previously indicated he 
would be willing to stand. John Thornton proposed Rob Crossland and this was 
seconded by Sheena Cochrane. There being no other nominations, Rob Crossland 
was duly elected. 
 
Minute Secretary 
This post is not one of the required office bearers for Community Councils. Derek 
Uchman proposed John Thornton who indicated he was willing to accept. He was 
duly elected to the post.  
 
Councillor Craig Fotheringham thereafter stood down. Chairwoman Sheena 
Cochrane then resumed the chair and continued the meeting. 

     
    GENERAL MEETING 
 
7 Minutes of Previous Meeting and Matters Arising. 
  
 The minutes were adopted.as read. 

 
 

8 Correspondence  
1) Insurance cover certificate and schedule. Frank Chalmers reported the insurance 
premium had been paid.  Filed. 
2) An email received from Derek Uchman containing a report from the Evening 
Telegraph concerning the recent meeting with ANGUSalive. Cascaded and discussed 
3) Email from Lynn Hally – Park Smart- “Keep Angus Moving” detailing the new 
powers of community wardens to issue parking tickets. Cascaded and discussed. 
Several have been issued in Brook Street, apparently on a “warning basis” in the 
short term.  
4) Police report received and cascaded. Little crime reported for our area, 1 theft, 4 
vandalisms and 1 housebreaking but it is better not to be complacent. Councillor 
Hands reported she was not receiving the report. This will be cascaded to all 
Councillors, Angus and Community.  
5) Email containing Angus Development Plan Scheme 2017/2018. Cascaded and 
discussed. Noted for future reference.  
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6) Email from L Hally containing 3
rd

 Sector Collaboration Quarterly magazine. 
Cascaded and discussed.  
7) Letter received by Chairwoman from Primary Care Services, Kings Cross, 
containing details of changes requested from surgeries viz. Ancrum Medical Centre, 
Downfield Surgery and Invergowrie Medical Practice. Previously discussed within 
Council and it was agreed there was little or no impact on Monifieth. Secretary 
contacted Practice Manager, Monifieth Medical Centre who agreed with our decision. 
Email sent to Fiona Gordon Primary Care Services in reply.  
8) Email from Alex Graham inviting participation in Beach clean up on 6

th
 May .  

9) Email from Derek Uchman on behalf of Rotary finalising details of Community 
Council advert for Medieval Fayre. Discussed and agreed. 
10) John Thornton reported he had sent an email to all councillors detailing the 
trouble he had experienced with a woman feeding gulls in the Wildflower Meadow. 
This had resulted in the Police being called, the woman was traced and warned to 
desist which she agreed to do, however, she has returned on each weekend to 
continue feeding the birds in the same manner. John contacted Scotia Seeds, the 
suppliers of the seeds, who confirmed this would not be good for the future prospects 
of the Meadow. Councillor Hands is to contact Bob Myles, Community Warden 
Service to give this matter attention. Filed. 
 
11) Email to Community Planning and read receipt received, detailing co-option of 
new member, Norrie Adams. 
 
  

9 Police Report. 
 No police present. See Correspondence Item 4 
  
10 Angus Councillors’ Reports  

No reports but all councillors attending induction meetings. First Statutory meeting of 
the new Council will be on 16

th
 May 2017.  

 
11 Public Questions. 
 None 
 
12 AOCB. 

Derek Uchman raised the matter brought up at the recent charrette of the condition 
and possible improvement of the 2 railway underpasses in an attempt to encourage 
visitors to walk between the front and the town centre, Discussed and agreed lighting 
and murals would help- possible use of criminal justice or a graffiti artist. Meeting 
informed Donald McNeill, Commuity Planning has been in contact with Network Rail. 
Derek queried the safety aspect of the eastmost underpass and the lack of a 
pavement. This was requested years ago and a line was painted in lieu of a proper 
footpath, which obviously does not offer the same security for pedestrians. There 
would be no physical reason a pavement could not be installed, as caravans could 
negotiate the underpass by using the footway, as they do now, by driving on the 
marked pedestrian area. Craig Fotheringham to follow up.  
John Thornton reported both boardwalks at West End Park are in need of repair, the 
westmost having suffered damage causing a large hole to appear while the general 
condition of both could cause accidents. Craig Fotheringham to report to Allan 
Allardyce. In addition, a street pole in the area outside the south east corner of the 
bowling green has been bent over a path, causing potential danger.  
Frank Chalmers reported he had been informed of trees overhanging and causing a 
nuisance and danger to pedestrians on the path between Victoria Street and Queen 
Street. Craig Fotheringham stated this had been reported previously and there were 
ownership issues. He is to follow up. Frank to offer advice to complainer regarding 
cutting back overhanging branches and returning them to owner if they wish. The 
High Hedge Act gives advice  
Ben Nicoll reported seeing youths most evenings in the new 2 house development in 
Hill Street at Victoria Street. Advised to contact Police at time on 101. Secretary to 
contact Steve Wilson in meantime.  
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Sheena Cochrane reported the bin promised for Panmure Street between Lorne 
Street and Ashludie Terrace had not materialised. Discussed and agreed Ramsay 
Street would be best site as well used by dog walkers . Craig Fotheringham to 
contact Joanne Cronan, Waste Management Inspector.  
Sheena Cochrane also commented on the disgraceful condition of the pavement in 
front of Servite House due to bird droppings. Attention had previously been promised 
but little done. Follow up required..   
Frank Chalmers reported on the fact that bins are always left out on the footpath of 
Wellbank Place in contravention of local bye laws. He also commented on the  
disgusting condition of a skip at the rear corner of the car wash premises adjacent to 
Wellbank Place.  Craig Fotheringham to follow up.  
 

13 Date and Time of Next Meeting 
  

The next meeting of the Community Council will be held at 7pm on Wednesday 14
th
 

June 2017 at the Community Cabin, Union Street Monifieth. 
 
 
 

  
 


