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                                                       DRAFT 

 
                                 MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
               MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9

th
 AUGUST 2017  

 
                         IN THE COMMUNITY CABIN, UNION STREET, MONIFIETH. 
 
Chairperson: Sheena Cochrane. 
Present; Ben Nicoll, Derek Uchman, Norrie Adams, John Thornton. 
Others: Councillors Beth Whiteside, Ben Lawrie 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
    The Chairwoman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies were received from Graham Webster, Frank Chalmers, Rob Crossland and 
Councillors Craig Fotheringham and Sheila Hands and P C Steve Wilson. 
 
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising. 
     The minutes were accepted as read. 
  
 

3. Correspondence. 
1) Email with details of Police Report  
2) Email from Scott Symon, Scottish Fire and Rescue. He has been appointed Station 

Manager for Angus South and as such intends to meet with and maintain contact with 
local Community Councils. His intention is to provide quarterly reports regarding SFRS 
activity. Contact at scott.symon@firescotland.gov.uk or 07736497421.  

3) Email from Angus Council notifying closure of Victoria Street northwards from south of 
Fothringham Drive for a period of 10 weeks from Monday 4

th
 September. Road will be 

closed during working hours but access will be maintained through traffic light control 
outwith these times. 

 
4.  Social Media Report 
     Ben Nicoll stated it had been a quiet month for Our Monifieth but he has been extremely busy 
on other matters. Contents for OM are not ideal with lost dogs etc featuring strongly and he would 
like to have more differing content with local interest. It was commented there are in excess of 
3000 followers and this can only be good. It was suggested he could have a deputy to keep 
things flowing when he is away.  
 
5.  Treasurer’s Report 
     Frank Chalmers was unable to attend but had informed the secretary the current balance is  
£3108.52, the bill for the Medieval Fayre of £90 having been paid, along with secretarial 
expenses and rent for the cabin.  
 
6.  Planning Matters 
     Rob Crossland was unable to attend but informed the secretary of following planning 
applications and building warrants.  
June 2017; a single storey extension to rear of 5 Golf Ave., re-application for erection of a 
conservatory at 17 Waterside, erection of a porch and extended boundary fence at 18 Adderley 
Terrace, change of use to dwelling with business from home and 2 storey extension to 12 Grange 
Gait, erection of temporary sales cabin and associated car parking at North Victoria Street and 
erection of a conservatory at 18 Travebank Gardens.  
Building warrants were received in respect of alterations and extensions to 12 Victoria Street, 56 
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Dalhousie Street, 18 Travebank Gardens,12 Grange Gait, 13 Provost’s Walk,16 Albert street, 12 
McIntosh Patrick Place, 5 Boyack Crescent and 26 Ethiebeaton Terrace.  
 
July 2017; Planning applications in respect of change of use from Vacant Retail Unit to book shop 
and café at 47 High Street, erection of 2 dwellings at Grange Road and erection of 5 dwelling 
houses at Victoria Street.  
Building warrants received in respect of alterations and extensions to 17A  Fothringham Drive, 5 
Victoria Street, 46 Wemyss Crescent, Paradise Cottages  Grange Road, 3 McIntosh Patrick 
Place, 3 East Grange Street and South Grange Nursing home. 
 
 None of the above matters caused concern for the Community Council with the exception of the 
application in respect of erection of 2 dwellings at Grange Road.  
 
Members of the public, many of whom attended the meeting, had previously forwarded 
correspondence to the secretary and to Angus Council intimating they would be objecting to the 
proposal. They had encountered difficulty with the planning portal being inoperative and several 
items appearing on the website at very short notice. All those attending addressed the meeting 
with the following reasons for objection;  
 
1. The area concerned is clearly marked as Open Space Protection in the Angus Local 
Development Plan adopted September 2016.  
2. The application states there are natural clearings within the wooded area- this is false as these 
were created by workmen entering the area in February 2016 and cutting down young trees and 
saplings ( which were then left lying on the ground.) , Tree Officer, Angus Council, believed to be  
Stewart Robertson, intervened at this point to stop the work. 
3. The area is described as never having allowed public access which is incorrect. All present 
spoke of people walking in the woods over many years. 
4. A large development of about 400 houses is taking place a short distance north of the location 
between Grange Road and Victoria Street. The benefits to the environment of retaining the entire 
wooded area are considerable.  
5. There is considerable wildlife in the area and it is believed Pipistrelle and Long Eared bats 
frequent, and very likely roost, in the woodland under consideration.  
6. The architect stated in the application that vandalism had occurred. It was generally agreed the 
only vandalism had been carried out by the owner’s employees (item 2 above) 
7. The area is a place for the enjoyment of the entire community and is well used by local 
residents and should be preserved and protected. 
8. All stated  their opposition to the plans proposed and indeed would be willing to purchase the 
land and organize a neighbour/community bank account to fund its upkeep. 
 
There was unanimous agreement from the Community Council that an objection would be 
submitted and the residents would receive the full support of the Council. 
It was agreed a meeting would be held as soon as possible to allow Councillor Wallie Leask to 
carry out an informal inspection of the site and offer advice to residents. This would be posted on 
Our Monifieth to afford maximum exposure. 
 
The Chairwoman thanked everyone for attending the meeting.    

 
 7. Police Report  
    Steve Wilson had previously submitted his apologies. The generic Police report had been 
cascaded to Councillors. This stated there had only been 1 vandalism and 3 thefts reported in 
Monifieth. Following reports of anti social driving behaviour at the entrance to Barry Buddon, an 
operation took place. As a result, 15 drivers were given correctional advice. No offences noted. 
Once again crime prevention advice given; don’t be complacent, look out for neighbours and 
don’t let anyone in your house without being sure of their identity, even then, keep them out if you 
don’t want them in.!  
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8.  Angus Councillors’ Reports 
 Beth Whiteside reported the 30 MPH speed limit on Victoria Street at the north end of the Burgh 
will be extended in a northerly direction up to the corner to allow for new housing and road 
reconstruction. This will be done in 2 stages with a further reduction up to the roundabout at A92 
following later.  
Ben Lawrie reported the closure of the recycling centre had been a matter for discussion with the 
closure being postponed while discussions were pursued to attempt to find alternative cost cutting 
measures. These include re-negotiation of the money paid to the MoD for use of the road, selling 
on recycled goods and a change to opening hours.  
Ben also encouraged members of the public to report potholes in the roads by phoning the 
Access Line. 0345 277 7778 
 
 
9. Wildflower Meadow 
      John Thornton reported on the continuing problems with the woman feeding gulls by throwing 
biscuits into the meadow. This has been happening for about 2 years during which time she has 
been repeatedly asked to stop feeding the birds. She has always refused. Problem reached a 
head when John went into the flower meadow to pick up biscuits as she was throwing them in. 
Result was a squabble with a bit pushing and shoving from the woman and a friend when an 
attempt was made to put the biscuits in the nearby bin, at which point biscuits were dropped and 
thrown at JT . Police were called and the woman was warned to stop her practice and agreed to 
do so. She returned the next weekend and continued her feeding of gulls and crows etc. Police 
again called at her home and advised her mother , this again had no effect. During this time 
vermin were spotted in gardens, possibly as a result of food residue. Environmental Health, 
Angus Council contacted and sent a letter to the woman. Again this had no effect as she 
continued her practice. Next step was to approach Community Safety, Angus Council as her 
conduct could be deemed “anti social behaviour”. Councillors Whiteside and Lawrie agreed to 
approach Community Safety to try to have Community Wardens in the area to warn her. She is 
usually there every weekend between 5 and 7pm. 
A possible solution could be to buy more seeds and plants from Scotia Seeds to improve the 
appearance of the meadow, thereby encouraging more people to take an interest and who may 
then persuade her to stop!  
Contact to be made with Scotia Seeds who are of the opinion the continued presence of a large 
number of gulls is enriching the soil. Also contact to be made with  Alba Trees and  reduce the 
order for trees and buy plug plants from them as an alternative. 630 were ordered but gorse etc is 
encroaching on the north fence and making planting of additional whips/trees here an impractical 
task.  
It was agreed more people (Eco Force etc ) should be involved.  
A site meeting has been arranged with Scotia Seeds.   
 
 
10.Public Questions.  
     None 
 
11. AOCB 
     Derek Uchman requested consideration be given to a contribution being made by the Community 

Council to this year’s Christmas lights event which will once again be undertaken by Rotary.  It was 

revealed Angus Council will not be contributing funds for Christmas lights in any Angus Burgh this year, 

though they will continue to store the lights for 2 years. They have intimated they will make a charge for 

putting up the lights. Jim Culloch calculated £3000 would be required to erect and test the lights in 

Monifieth. Suggestions for funding include an approach to Taylor Wimpey, Crowdfunding (possibly 

attracting match funding by Angus Council), and Tesco blue tokens.   There was unanimous agreement for 

the Community Council to provisionally contribute £600. 

 

 

 



 

Draft 

Page 4 of 4 

 Sheena Cochrane reported on the filthy condition of the High Street and  Reform Street , areas which she 

cleaned up personally prior to the visit from the Keep Scotland Beautiful judges.  A large part of the 

problem is the presence of  many birds, particularly, seagulls and pigeons which roost on the roof  of  

Servite House. They have  moved in a westerly direction from the tenement buildings in High Street 

adjacent to Servite House following on from measures taken by owners and residents to discourage birds 

from  roosting. The problem at Servite is worsened by the presence of a large amount of vegetation in the 

guttering overlooking the street. This gives the birds additional material to feed on and encourages them to 

frequent this roof. The resultant mess on the pavement immediately below is disgraceful. This detracts from 

the building, must be causing damp and is also a danger to pedestrians from potential collapse of gutters. It 

was agreed the Secretary would write to the owners, Caledonian  Housing Association, Strathern Road,  

advise them of the problem, and  request they put remedial measures in place. 

 

 

 

 

12. The next meeting of the Community Council is to be held at 7.00 pm on 
Wednesday 13th. September  2017 at the Community Cabin, Union Street, 
Monifieth.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


