
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 31 August 2016

ACTION
Present:  Jenni Brown (Chair), Eddie Anderson, Craig Chalmers, Roy Christie, Elaine Findlay, 
Frances Havenga, Brenda McIntosh

In attendance:  Jean Henderson (Minute Secretary), Cllr Iain Gaul, Cllr Jeanette Gaul, Cllr 
Ronnie Proctor, Officer Judi Young (SFRS), Rhonda McFarlane (Funding Officer-Angus 
Council), Residents of Rowan Avenue

1. Apologies:  PC Scott Anderson

2. Approval of 27 July 2016 Minutes:  Agreed as a true and correct record. Proposed by 
Roy and seconded by Craig.

3. Police Report:  Submitted by PC Anderson.
Crimes noted since previous Community Council Meeting:
Undetected and currently under enquiry:

14/8  Minor Assault, Thrums Gardens
15/8  -  16/8  Theft by housebreaking, Brechin Road
16/8  Theft by shoplifting, Spar
8/8  Theft by shoplifting, Co-op Roods
8/8 – 9/8  Theft from shed, Pierhead
9/8  Theft by housebreaking, Maryton
29/7 – 30/8  Vandalism to a car, Knowehead Crescent
26/7  -  28/7  Theft of a bike, Roods

Detected Crimes:
2 x theft
1 petty assault
1 theft by shoplifting
1 careless driving
1 driving without a licence

4. Scottish Fire & Rescue Services Report:
Monthly Overview of Scottish Fire and Rescue Service Activity

Kirriemuir Community Council August 2016
We want to promote public safety throughout spring. We want to encourage people to join Scotland’s fight 

against fire and, in doing so, reduce the level of risk associated with this period.

The following are the key messages we will be sending out in all our communications. 
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We want the public to know:

 We need people to join Scotland’s fight against fire and help us protect our communities.

 Deliberate fire-setting is an offence; don’t accept it – report it.

 SFRS see an increase in the amount of deliberate fires over the Spring season. These fires can 

create dangers to life, property and can have a detrimental financial impact on the economy.

 Outdoor fires, in particular rubbish and refuse fires, can overstretch local SFRS resources, taking 

firefighters away from other incidents and putting lives at risk.

 SFRS will work together with partner agencies during the period to reduce preventable fires and 

keep people safe – but we need the public’s help to achieve these goals.

 Parents and carers have a responsibility to know what their children are doing and to keep them 

safe from fire.

 SFRS, working in conjunction with rural communities, businesses and landowners will support the 

use of ‘Fire Plans’ to prevent major fire emergencies involving heath, moorland and forestry. 

These plans will also detail how to respond in case of an emergency.

 Information and advice is readily available about preventing countryside fires, such as the 

Muirburn Code, which applies to the controlled burning of heather within the permitted season 

period.

 Landowners should not burn out with the permitted season and ensure suitable ‘Fire Plans’ are in 

place during land management operations.

 Communities, tourists and visitors should be aware of the heightened risk of fire at this time of 

year and people should act safely and responsibly and follow the countryside code.

 People should not carelessly dispose of smoking materials in rural areas.

 Many wildfires are started deliberately or are due to careless, reckless or irresponsible behaviour. 

If you suspect someone of acting suspiciously, recklessly or irresponsibly in the countryside call 

Scotland Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 or call Police Scotland on 101.

 As flytipping is a major problem, operational information and local knowledge should be used to 

proactively identify and report flytipping hotspots/locations. Where staff or the public identify 

flytipping or large piles of refuse they should be encouraged to report this via the Dumb Dumpers 

website www.dumbdumpers.org or the stop line on 08452 30 40 90.

 (25th July to 28th August 2016)

Activities Undertaken in June

Home Fire Safety Visits carried out in Kirriemuir and Dean since 27th June to 25th July 

2016

7 High Risk, 1 Medium Risk, 4 Low Risk

Home Fire Safety Visits carried out in Kirriemuir and Dean since 1st April 2016
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17 High Risk, 23 Medium Risk, 11 Low Risk

Community Safety Initiatives in June

 Various Leaflet Drops

 Liaison Meetings with Education x 2

Post Domestic Incident Response x 4

 Incident Activity 27/06/16 – 25/07/2016 (Kirriemuir area only)

4 x UFAS (unwanted fire alarm signal)

2 x Fire Dwellings

1 x Faulty Smoke Alarms (activating)

1 x Fire Other Building (Hotel, Forfar Crews Attended)

2 FAGI (false alarm good intent)

0 FAM (false alarm malicious)  

5. Councillors' Reports:
Cllr Proctor has been attending committee meetings and actioning local issues.

Cllr Iain Gaul has been involved in Brexit discussions. The Local Government Minister has 
visited Forfar. ASAP Scheme is up and running – 13 more added in September. Good news story 
for Angus. Angus is the only Council doing this. Cllr Gaul is also involved in the usual meetings 
and forward planning for the budget.

Cllr Jeanette Gaul reported that the Dementia Friendly Garden is underway and should be 
completed in September. There is money left over from CARS and this will be jointly used 
between CARS and Dementia Friendly. A meeting will be convened soon to discuss this. Signage
is being looked at. Council Officers will investigate the route from the Garden into the town 
centre. The Dementia input is important. Angus Alive signs are up at the Library and around the 
town. Angus Council want to look at the savings to be made and also looking at culture and sport.
Angus Council is about to work with Glen Isla regarding property in the area which is going back
to the Church of Scotland.  Charles Melvin date is 21 April 2017. Plans continuing for this event 
and Angus Council will keep the Community Council updated on progress. 

Cllr Proctor has received comments regarding the Angus Alive signs and he is currently 
investigating.

Rhonda McFarlane, Funding Officer, Angus Council gave an overview of external funding. 
Each Community Council in Angus is being briefed on the scope of funding available.

 Based in Angus House.
 Support local communities, businesses, etc.
 Administer the Angus Council Community Grant Scheme, the Common Good scheme, 

start up grants, platform crowd funding.
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 There is an “Angus Funding Newsletter.”  Also on email and twitter.
 Administer a few European Funds with a budget of £2m.
 The Funding Office will visit groups, organise events, etc. to give help and guidance.
 Any non-profit making organisation can apply for Council grants.
 40 applications received this year to date.
 An application for under £1,000 can be processed in 4/6 weeks. Over £1,000 then it goes 

to committee.
 Crowd funding is online. Individuals can use this and it does not involve form filling.
 The Leader Team is based in Forfar.
 Grant support has gone to Rural Halls, DD8, the Vault, Glen Isla Hall – this is European 

money.
 Administer Angus Environmental Trust and this has been approved.
 Now an approved body with SEPA.
 Covered are play-parks, pathways, cycle ways, etc. This is open to the whole of Scotland.
 Business Angus. Funds for new start businesses. Criteria is that businesses have been 

working with Business Gateway.
 Investment grants for materials.
 Inclusion grants for employees.
 12-16 September is Angus Business Week. Many events taking place – workshops, etc. 

Register on the Angus website.
 Rural Parliament is taking place in Brechin in October. This is a two yearly event and 500

participants are expected. Not a decision making forum. There will be speakers, 
workshops, etc.  Rural Parliament is visiting Kirriemuir on 8 September and will be 
visiting Camera Obscura, Eck's Restaurant, DD8 and CARS.

The Chair thanked Rhonda for a very interesting insight into Angus Council funding and Rhonda 
left the meeting.

6. Matters Arising:
P  Recycling Depot update:  Jenni is liaising with other Community Councils and will report to 
the next meeting.

V  Still shortage of litter bins in Den:  Done

W  Bollards at the Hill:  Done

Z  Defibrillator delivery update:  Cllr Jeanette Gaul reported this is moving on and she will 
meet with Heather to discuss.

A1  Twinning review/other options:  Eddie will contact Graham Galloway and report to the 
next meeting.

B1  KCC Suggestion Boxes:  Eddie showed the meeting three boxes which he will label. 
Perhaps, the forthcoming Cherrette may generate some suggestions. Proposed locations: Co-op, 
ACCESS Office and one floating. Agreed. Eddie will compile something around the Kirrie Talks.
He suggested emptying the boxes once a month to coincide with the Community Council meeting
night. Agreed a £20 donation to the Forfar Mens Sheds for supplying the boxes. 

C1  Inappropriate parking – letter to Council:  PC Gail Beattie led this originally. Cllr 
Jeanette Gaul confirmed that a letter had been received. The letter then went back to the Police  
and was discussed at a Police Meeting on 30 August. Cllr Gaul confirmed that a stronger letter 

JB

JG/HK

EA

4



was expected to be issued.  Cllr Proctor has also been involved in progressing this issue with the 
Police. Jenni reported that she understood the crew working in the town for the Kirrie Talks 
commented on how bad the parking was around the town – people appear to park anywhere.

D1  Police attendance at KCC meetings:  Done

F1  Changes to “bank interest rates” - Not applicable to KCC

G1  Ian McIntosh donation:  Heather reported that Ian's wife, Alison, has suggested a donation 
to Kirriemuir Day Care Centre (of which Ian was Chairman) would be a kind gesture. £100 
donation agreed. Proposed by Roy and seconded by Frances. 

H1  Autosales – cars on spare land showing “for sale/prices.”  Letter has been sent from 
Angus Council Planning Officer to Mr. Ewart, Autosales. Ongoing.

I1 Responsibility for fallen trees in Den:  Karen Dillon (Angus Council) has met with Brenda 
and this has been resolved.  Cllr Iain Gaul confirmed that trees, shrubs, etc. are the responsibility 
of the owners of that particular ground.

J1  Mail delivery times:  Done

Proposed donation to the Kirriemuir Business Group.  Jenni referred to this item which had 
been discussed at the July meeting. A sum of £1,000 was proposed to go towards a website for 
the Business Group. It appears the Group prefer to follow the social media route (Facebook, 
Twitter) and not a website route. Therefore, the answer is no to the donation.

7. CARS:  Craig reported.  The last CARS meeting was on 16 August. The projects are all 
moving at a pace. Any monies that have not been fully expended on these completed 
projects is offered for a reserve list of others. The only issue at present is Hooks and this 
is being held up due to contractual problems, which will be clarified at the meeting in 
October. The training, which was part of CARS, has been a huge success with 69 people 
attending to date or with booked places at the Autumn sessions. The Rural Parliament will
also be visiting Kirriemuir to view the CARS project. The extra repairs and new text in 
the Square will be complete well in advance of Christmas. The work has come in under 
budget. The proposal is to use this surplus funding in a joint project with Dementia 
Friendly Kirriemuir. DFK visited with clients, their carers and Roads Department, and 
have been studying the town centre with a view to tidying up the street clutter by 
removing redundant signs, lamp-posts, etc. to make easier access. A plan will be 
presented to the next CARS meeting.  Completion by March 2017. Any monies left over 
will be re-allocated.

8. Kirriemuir Community Council's goals, objectives, for the future:  Jenni highlighted 
the path at the Hill and expressed concern at the costings. This information had earlier 
been emailed to KCC Councillors. Regarding disabled access, Cllr Jeanette Gaul said 
money was requested for car parking only. It appears part of the costing is disabled 
access.  Jenni will report to the next meeting regarding the paths. Cllr Proctor confirmed 
that the stands for the War Memorial are done. Costs are minimal. KCC will fund. Cllr 
Proctor will investigate if the stands can be stored at the Cemetery.

9. Treasurer's Report:  Cash in Bank £3,457.49
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10. Correspondence:
Letter received regarding bridge work at Shielhill, Glen Prosen.
Letter showing Forfar Medical Centre's new boundary map.

11. AOCB:
11.1. Jenni had circulated an email to Community Councillors regarding the proposal of

O2 wishing to locate a mast in Kirriemuir. No planning permission to date.  The 
company is making contact with local residents and are looking for Kirriemuir 
Community Council's response after this August meeting. The mast is planned to be 
erected opposite the Rowan Avenue houses. The residents of Rowan Avenue, 
attending the meeting, expressed their disquiet about the proposed 25m mast being 
erected close to their properties. Discussion ensued at length. Cllr Iain Gaul advised 
the residents that the Kirriemuir Community Council meeting is not the platform to 
put forward their objections and these objections must be lodged with Planning 
Department. He suggested  five differently worded objections, with five different 
reasons for the objections should be lodged with Development Standard Committee at
the planning stage for their consideration. One letter with multi signatures will not be 
recognised.

Various objections were raised by the residents, one of which was their view. Cllr Iain Gaul 
confirmed that residents are not entitled to a view from their property, therefore, this cannot be an
objection. It was confirmed to the residents that this discussion will be Minuted in the Kirriemuir 
Community Council Minutes, which are circulated to various offices in the community, including
the Angus Council website and the Library, for public viewing.

11.2 Jenni reported that the recently opened Police Museum is struggling for funds. 
Jenni proposed that KCC make a donation. Discussion ensued. It was agreed to invite 
someone from the Police Museum to make a presentation to KCC before making a 
decision on a donation. All agreed.

11.3 Jenni highlighted the campaign in progress to raise funds for the Christmas Lights.
It was proposed KCC will donate £300 per year. Proposed by Eddie and seconded by 
Roy. All agreed.

11.4 Heather asked why there are posters/signs springing up around the town for Angus
Alive. Cllr Jeanette Gaul confirmed this was an operational matter and local people 
have carried this out. Cllr Proctor and Cllr Gaul offered to investigate.

11.5 Craig asked why the field opposite the cemetery is being excavated. No 
suggestions.

11.6 Brenda submitted her apologies for the September meeting.

12. Planning:  Nothing to report.

13. Date of next meeting:   Wednesday, 28 September 2016

19.9.16
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