
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING  26 October 2016

Present:  Jenni Brown (Chair), Craig Chalmers, Frances Havenga, Elaine Findlay, Brenda McIntosh
In attendance:  Jean Henderson (Minute Secretary), Cllr Ronnie Proctor, CM Stephen McVicar (SFRS), Barry

Ewart and Miss Ewart (Public)  

ACTION
1. Apologies:  Eddie Anderson, Heather Kelly, Roy Christie, Katelin Reid, Cllr Iain Gaul, 

Cllr Jeanette Gaul, Fire Officer Judi Young, Constable Scott Anderson
2. Approval of 28 September Minutes:  Agreed as a true and correct record. Proposed by 

Craig and seconded by Frances.
3. Police Report:  In the absence of Constable Anderson, the following report has been 

submitted.

GET READY FOR WINTER CAMPAIGN

The Get Ready for Winter Campaign starts on Monday 17 th October. Officers from
the  Roads  Policing  Department  will  be  out  stopping  vehicles  and  checking
matters such as tyre depths, if windscreens are clear and washers filled.  Please
check your bulbs and replace any faulty ones to ensure you are safe on the road.
Please check your tyre pressures and also washer fluid.

There has been a reduction of crime in Angus overall in the last year.
 
Crimes of violence have reduced from last year but overall numbers are still high.  All 
incidences of violence and disturbance at peak times have alcohol as a contributory 
factor in 60% of cases.  Work to be done through Focus on Alcohol (FOA) and ADP to 
assist prevention and recovery. 
 
Anti Social Behaviour levels are on the decline and this has been helped by the 
reintroduction of dedicated community officers.  There has been 2.6 % reduction 
on this time last year.  

Kirriemuir

South Street, smashed window, 1/10-3/10
Clova Road, damaged car, 1 male charged
Sheillhill Road, Smashed window, 4/10-8/10
Vandalism, Kirrie Den toilets, 30/9-3/10
Clova Road, Car damaged, 1 youth charged

Also, 9 vandalisms in the area of Glamis Road, Morrison Street between 12th and 
13th October. Police are aware of current issues concerning youths in Kirriemuir 
and recent vandalisms to houses and vehicles. A number of enquiries are being 
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carried out and CCTV has been obtained which may identify the offenders. Police 
presence in Kirriemuir in the coming weeks will be increased with a view to 
targeting and solving these issues.

Dangerous and Anti Social parking remains an issue so when resources allow 
officers will be deployed to target these offences. 30 parking tickets have been 
issued in Forfar this period and a media release was issued as a result. Officers 
continue to target these offences

Can we remind all local shops to be mindful when selling eggs to youths. There has 
been an increase in egg throwing incidents over the last two weeks as we approach 
Halloween. Letters to shops will be distributed asking for the sale of eggs to be 
restricted.

Children from Northmuir Nursery visited the Police Museum in Kirriemuir last month 
where they were given a tour and also met by local Police officers and our dog section. 
The children enjoyed the visit and this is something that may become an annual event. 
Looking to the future, discussions and planning are being considered in relation to 
holding an annual Angus Police open day in conjunction with the museum. This would 
take place around April and hopefully will have the support of the local community.

Between 21st and 28th October, Operation Quest a week long operation to tackle 
anti social behaviour and violence in Angus will take place. Extra resources will 
be dedicated.

The new community Policing structure has been agreed and new dedicated Community 
Officers have been identified. Local Communities will become aware of who these 
officers are in the coming month. It is hoped they will be in post by the end of 2016. This 
will see an increase in officers dedicated to tackling local issues in our communities. 

Police Sergeant Colin Echevarria will take post in Forfar and will be solely responsible 
for Community Policing in Forfar, Kirriemuir and surrounding areas along with the locality
Inspector.

Police Sergeant Grace Morrison will take post in Arbroath and be the locality Sergeant 
for Arbroath and district.

Two other Community Sergeants have been selected who will take post in Brechin and 
Montrose and Carnousite and Monifieth. There names will be published once in post.

WELLBRAE PRIMARY SCHOOL FIRE

Following the fire at the former Wellbrae Primary School, Police in Angus would like to 
reassure the Forfar public that along with the Fire and Rescue service a full investigation
will take place in order to establish the full circumstances. A big thank you to the Forfar 
community who were very understanding on the night, helpful and even brought hot 
drinks to officers dealing with he incident.
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4. Scottish Fire & Rescue Services Report:
25 September to 23 October 2016.

CM Stephen McVicar reported the following:-

Activities Undertaken:
2 High Risk visits
2 Medium Risk visits
4 Low Risk visits

Community Safety Initiatives:
Post domestic incident response x 1
BHF CPR training x 2
Station visit for local childminder and ten children
School talk for P2/3 re firework safety

Incident Activity 25th September to 23 October:
Fire Alarm activation – 7 (Lisden, 4 Glebe Court, Lyell Court and Kirrie Connections)
Garage Fire – Glen Clova
Flooding – Clova
Dwelling – Kitchen Fire
Lockfast incident – Assistance to ambulance
Other ESSC – Assistance to ambulance
Building Fire – Wellbraehead School

Officer McVicar reported SFRS attendance at the recent Prosen Road fire incident.

5. Councillors' Reports:
Cllr Proctor reported that the letter referred to under Matters Arising, C1, regarding 
inappropriate parking on Brechin Road, has been sent. However, it appears two vehicles continue
to regularly, inappropriately park in the area. Cllr Proctor has advised Constable Beattie.  

Cllr Proctor has recently attended a Northern Roads Collaboration meeting in Inverness. In line 
with proposed cutbacks, local Councils are collaborating with each other to pool 
resources/information. 

Armed Forces Champions meeting – Angus is leading the way with regard to looking after 
housing for veterans.   

Cllr Proctor continues to work with constituents with regard to housing issues, vandalism, etc. 

6. Matters Arising:
Z  Defibrillator delivery update:  In the absence of Heather and Cllr Jeanette Gaul, Jenni 
reported that Heather is continually progressing this issue.  Jenni will email Cllr Gaul. Cllr 
Proctor pointed out that if a telephone box is used to house the defibrillator then a planning 
application for “change of use” will be required.

C1  Inappropriate Parking – letter to Council:  See 5. Councillors' Reports, above.

H1  Autosales – cars on spare land showing “for sale/prices”   The Chair invited Mr. Ewart to 
speak on this issue.    Mr. Ewart reported that when the land was purchased he was advised that a 
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“change of use” application was necessary. He applied for car sales and storage. Planning 
suggested only storage permission was necessary as Autosales already had a car sales licence, 
which applies anywhere. However, when Autosales put cars for sale on the land they were 
advised they were in breach of planning. Planning is now asking Autosales to apply for car sales 
permission for the front of the land at a fee of £400 and also accept the risk of installing street 
lighting, fences, etc. etc.   

Mr. Ewart pointed out that Autosales has considerably tidied up the area. The storage containers 
have specifically been kept to the back of the land to avoid any traffic issues which would occur 
should they be located at the front of the land.  Mr. Ewart said he was not aware of any local 
residents complaining about the vehicles parked for sale. He has appealed to the Council who 
have advised him their stipulations are “reasonable.”  Mr. Ewart has spoken to Alison Smith, 
Liaison Officer, who suggested he contact Vivien Smith, Head of Planning. He did this and  to 
date he has not received a response. It appears other businesses in the town are currently 
experiencing problems with Planning issues.

Mr. Ewart said he had received a “verbal” agreement from the now retired Head of Planning, Ed 
Taylor, a few years ago, confirming he was allowed to use the land for car sales. 

Currently, Mr. Ewart has removed all cars from the land, awaiting the outcome of his appeal. Cllr
Proctor has received an official complaint from Mr. Ewart. He asked Mr. Ewart to email him full 
details so that he can take this up with Planning Department.

On behalf of Kirriemuir Community Council, Jenni said it was disappointing to learn that local 
businesses are experiencing problems with planning issues. Discussion ensued. One of the issues 
is businesses putting “goods” on the pavement outside of their shops.   A Charity Shop in the 
town is “excessively” displaying items outside of their shop. It doesn't look good and is causing 
concern within the community. The view of the meeting is that other businesses in the town have 
appropriately displayed their goods outside of their premises for many years without any 
complaints. Unfortunately, the complaint and Planning intervention has caused a “blanket” ban 
across the town. Cllr Proctor suggested KCC send a support letter to Angus Council to Vivien 
Smith – Head of Planning and Place, with a copy to Ian Conchrane, Head of Technical Services. 
All agreed.

Jenni thanked Mr. Ewart and Miss Ewart for attending the meeting and said KCC will keep them 
advised of any developments. 

K1  Paths at the Hill:  Ongoing.

M1  Donation to Police Museum update:  Hamish Gray, Police Museum, will give a talk to the 
KCC November meeting.

N1  Angus Alive posters/signs around the town:  Cllr Proctor is awaiting a reply from Alan 
McEwan.

Cllr Proctor reported that the War Memorial Stands for Remembrance Sunday are being housed 
in the Cemetery Shed. 

O1  Faulty Christmas Lights:  Jenni reported that the Christmas Lights situation is “inaccurate” 
and she will take this up at the KDAP Trustees meeting on Monday, 31 October, in the Hub. The 
Council will erect the Christmas Tree but not the Christmas lights.  Some of the lights are beyond
repair. Kirriemuir received £4,000 from the Council for the Christmas Lights and have been told 
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repairs should be included in the use of this money.  Jenni reported there will be a chain of events
on 26 November in the Town Hall. Panto Group and the Round Table are involved. Letters to 
Santa, etc. Discussion ensued. 

7. CARS:   Craig was unable to attend the last meeting, therefore, Cllr Proctor gave a report.
Continuing contractual problems with Hooks. Current projects are being urged to 
completion. Next CARS Meeting 15 November, 9 am in the Hub. This is a public 
meeting, however, any questions from the public will require to be submitted prior to the 
meeting. This can be done online, attention Shona Hunter,  or write to Law & 
Administration, Angus Council.

8. Kirriemuir Community Council's goals, objectives, for the future:  Jenni apologised 
that she had not collected the suggestion boxes for the meeting. Carried forward to the 
November meeting. Suggestion Boxes are currently in the ACCESS Office and 88 
degrees cafe. Jenni has the next rota.   Jenni confirmed the role of the Kirriemuir 
Community Council is to take matters forward to Angus Council on behalf of the 
Kirriemuir community. Cllr Proctor agreed and said the Community Council is a 
facilitator between the community and the Council, processing issues raised at 
Community Council meetings.

9. Treasurer's Report:  Balance of £2791.44.   Jenni will write to Cllr Jeanette Gaul 
regarding the cost of the defibrillator box.  A map, showing the location of defibrillators 
in the town, was suggested. All agreed. Jenni will speak to Heather regarding the map.  
Kirrie Thistle Football Club is thinking about installing a defibrillator.  CM Stephen 
McVicar confirmed the invitation to SFRS's Open Day and their training programme.

10. Correspondence:  Circulated via email.

11. AOCB:

11.1. Jenni confirmed that Craig will collect the wreath for Remembrance Sunday, 13 
November, at the Hill, and Roy will lay the wreath.  Service at 10.45 am in the Square
followed by a service in the Old Parish Church, then 12.30 pm at the Hill.

11.2. Jenni confirmed that KRG has invited  “Oor Rugby Willie” to Kirriemuir from 
Friday 11th to Sunday 13 November.  KRG is working with the schools, etc., to raise 
money. 50% of the funds will go to the Archie Foundation and 50% to the Christmas 
Lights. Roy Christie has kindly offered to freely transport Willie around the town to 
the various destinations over that weekend. Thanks to Roy!  Oor Willie will make a 
visit to Cafe Eck's on their anniversary. Hoping to get some publicity.

11.3. Craig queried the location of the taxi rank. Cllr Proctor confirmed the taxi rank 
outside of the old Post Office has gone and relocated to the bottom of the Roods, 
outside of Beauty Spot. This is on the recommendation of all licensed taxi owners, 
who have subsequently signed the document. Cllr Proctor confirmed that a grievance 
had been raised by a taxi driver, not a taxi owner. Cllr Proctor reported that a meeting 
will be held soon to discuss this situation further.   31 March 2017 will see Wardens 
having jurisdiction to issue parking tickets in the town.

11.4. Brenda reported dog fouling on the football pitch at Martin Park. This is causing 
problems for the youngsters when playing football.   Jenni offered to raise this with 
Bob Miles, Community Warden Supervisor. 

12. Planning:  Minor planning applications reported, including a “change of use” application for 
North Mains of Logie, to accommodate two touring caravans, chalets, etc.   Cllr Proctor offered 
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to investigate and report back. Regarding the application for a mast at Meffans, the recent 
planning application is showing “Landward West” as the Community Council applicable and not 
Kirriemuir Community Council.  Jenni will investigate.

13. Date of Next meeting:   Wednesday, 30 November, 7.30 pm at Fairlie House

3.11.16
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