
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

      OF THE LUNANHEAD AND DISTRICT  C C 

           HELD AT ST MARGARET’S HALL 

             ON WEDNESDAY 3 MAY 2017 

 

Present     Mr Jeremy Gow                 Chairman 

     Mr Fred Hudghton 

                  Mrs Avril Martin 

                  Ms Julie Philips 

                  Mr Ken Stewart 

    Mr David Conran-Smith   Secretary 

In attendance Messrs Roy Hopkins, William Duthie, Robin Black, Raymond Duthie, and                      
Scott McIntosh. 

Apologies were received from Councillors Middleton, Devine, Mclaren who were all busy 
preparing for the Council elections to be held on Thursday 4 May  

Item 1 Welcome by the Chairman and His Report of the Year Past 

The Chairman welcomed fellow community councillors and members of the local community to the 
meeting.   The members of the local community asked if they might raise some local issues during 
the course of the meeting and were assured that this would be entirely acceptable, under the 
umbrella of the final agenda item Further Competent Business.  The Chairman further explained that 
the principal business of this, the Annual General meeting, was to hear the reports of the current 
Office Bearers and to select office bearers for the coming year.  He went on to commend his fellow 
community councillors for ensuring the success of the year just finished, particularly regarding the 
Christmas party in the Hall that had successfully brought together a large number of members of the 
local community and their families to join in the festivities surrounding the lighting of the Christmas 
Tree on the green outside the Hall.  He also gave a brief report on his attendance at the gathering of 
the Rural Parliament held in Brechin in the autumn of last year which had brought large numbers of 
rural Scots from all over Scotland to discuss issues of local concern which together would be used in 
the putting together of a Manifesto to be presented later on to the Scottish Parliament.   It was to be 
hoped that the delivery of such a catalogue of concerns would meet with an interested and in time 
pro-active reception at Holyrood.    He considered one of our more important functions as 
community councillors to be helping in the enhancement of the community’s well-being and  looked 
forward later on to our discussing possible plans that might be made to further enhance that well-
being.   

There were raised a few questions from the floor, firstly concerning the need for better circulation of 
information on the timing of our meetings and community events.   This would be actioned by the 
Secretary.   Secondly with regard to the Christmas Tree Lighting celebrations, why was a special tree 
erected when there were perhaps suitable trees already in situ on the green.  The Secretary 
explained that from next year it was indeed planned to use one of the existing trees and before the 
event a cable connection would be laid by the Council’s Parks Department from the lamp post to 
whichever tree we decide to use . 



The Chairman concluded his report by expressing his appreciation for the presence of our Ward 
Councillors at most of our meetings, whenever they were nor otherwise occupied, and their 
readiness always to give their assistance in helping in resolving problems that we had experienced.   
On this occasion, they had each sent their apologies for being unable to attend due to their pre-
occupation with the Council Elections on the following day.  We hoped to see them back with us at 
our next meeting after their successful re-election. 

Item 2 Minutes of the Last AGM and Other Meeting 

The Secretary briefly described what had passed at our last  AGM.   He confirmed that there were no 
outstanding actions  from that or our last regular meeting and that several of the matters raised at 
those meetings would be further discussed during the course of this meeting.   The minutes of both 
meetings were accepted as true and accurate records. 

Item 3  Submission of the Treasurer 

The Treasurer submitted for inspection her Statement of Income and Expenditure for the last 
financial year which showed a closing Balance of £895.  The Secretary thought it appropriate to 
explain the various outgoings for the benefit of our local attendants, namely the gift of Jubilee 
Memento Coins to the Playgroup children, the Christmas Tree Lighting Party expenditure, the Grants 
to both St Johns Church in Forfar and Rescobie Church to help with their costs incurred in 
floodlighting those churches over the Christmas period.  The Chairman expressed his appreciation 
for the treasurer’s diligence and hard work over the year past. 

Item 4  Report of the Secretary 

Other notable happenings during the year as well as the Christmas Tree Lighting Party and the 
Scottish Rural Parliament’s coming to Brechin had been the Opening of the rebuilt Forfar Academy 
together with the new Campus early in the new year.  The Secretary felt that perhaps not enough 
local people recognised how many notable regular happenings there were to enjoy in and around 
Forfar, such as the Monthly Market, the various Exhibitions at the Meffan including the Christmas 
display of local amateur and professional artist, and the Forfar Gala week which this year will be 
from June 18th to 25th and also the performances of the Tayside symphony Orchestra held in the Reid 
Hall normally twice a year.   Perhaps there was a need to give greater publicity to such events 
together with those planned for further afield, such as the Glamis  Prom and Extravaganza, The 
Kirriemuir Walking Week, various Highland Games, the Arbroath Festival and so on. 

The Secretary went on to mention some of the regular reports and notices that he received over the 
year from or via the council.   There was a monthly digest of police activity cited recent criminal 
activity in the area – such as housebreaking and petty vandalism, as well as several local initiatives – 
school visits, driver awareness courses, the tackling of hate crime.  He had also been informed 
recently of the taking of responsibility by the Council, through their community Enforcement 
Wardens, for parking enforcement, and scam warnings which he generally was able to pass on at 
Community Council meetings, such as the Maggots Scam Warning last month. 

He concluded his report with a reference to the current difficulty in getting through to the Council 
on the Access line, which has of late always seemed to be very busy necessitating a long wait on the 
line.  This has been due, he gathered, to the long term illness of one of the operators.  The response 
when eventually getting through has always been entirely satisfactory  and on researching the 
problem the Secretary discovered that additional training has been going on to try to relieve the 
pressure on the line. 

Item 5  Demit of the Office Bearers 

Mr Ken Stewart proposed, and Ms Philips s seconded the proposal that the three Office Bearers 
should be asked to remain in post for the coming year.  There being no objections or counter 



proposals the proposal was carried.  The Chairman on behalf of the three office bearers thanked the 
committee for its support and this demonstration of its trust in its office bearers.   Ms Philips would 
continue to attend to planning matters and Mr Hudghton would advise on matters of 
communications.   Mr Stewart would act as Chairman in the absence of Mr Jeremy Gow. 

Item 6   Planning Matters 

Ms Philips reported that the planning application by Mr Gordon Mackie of Drimmie Farm for the 
erection of two dwellings on land beside the Rescobie Church had been withdrawn.  There were no 
other planning matters than needed to concern us.  However, Ms Philips reported on a Council 
sponsored Planning Course she had attended last month.  The value of the course had been limited 
to a considerable extent by the single-mindedness of one participant who made it difficult for worth 
while general discussion to be generated. 

Item 7  Further Competent Business 

There was some discussion regarding the possibility of the Community Council lending its support to 
the Lunanhead Annual Flower Show in mid August.   It was suggested that we should invite 
representatives of the Gardening Club to join us at our next meeting to research the feasibility and 
appropriateness of this possibility.   The Secretary would carry out this Action.  

Some matters of concern to our community residents were raised which they hoped would be 
relayed to the ward Councillors, to whom the matters had already been mentioned at previous 
meetings, and which as far as they were able the councillors had passed on to the appropriate 
council offices.  The cottage with barking dogs had been one concern, another the unkemptness of 
the public footpath off the Well Road., and there was also the spillage of gravel by the lorries exiting 
the Laird works at the east end of the village.   The principal cause for concern was the seeming lack 
of any positive response to these concerns, particularly that of the Housing Officer in Forfar and the 
length of time it took to sort out the problem of the barking dogs despite numerous ASBO 
applications.   It would of course be inappropriate for local residents to try to sort out such problems 
themselves by direct action, but the lack of success after going through the proper channels was 
what our residents found especially galling.   The Secretary would relay this very real concern to our 
councillors in due course. 

There was also some discussion of the continuing speeding of traffic through the village.   The 
shortness of the time that the village was permitted a speed awareness warning machine was 
commented on and it was suggested that in the absence of a more permanent solution we should 
perhaps purchase our own.  However this might not be legal and Mr Hudghton would investigate its 
feasibility before we proceeded. 

As a very welcome final note to end the meeting Mr Scott McIntosh offered to join us as an 
additional Community Councillor.  The Chairman expressed his great appreciation for this and the 
Secretary said he would see to its formalisation.  

Item 8   Dates of Meetings for the Year ahead 

The Secretary suggested that meetings should continue to start at 7.30 pm and be held on 
Wednesdays as usual at St Margaret’s Hall.   With the exception of three meetings all six will be on 
the equivalent date to last year’s:  they will be  21st June, 9th August, 18th October, 29th November, 7th 
February and 2nd May (AGM).     Our next meeting therefore will be at 7.30 pm, in St Margaret’s Hall 
on Wednesday 21st June.  There being no further business the meeting closed at about 9 pm 

 

J Gow 



                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 


