
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

LUNANHEAD AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD IN ST MARGARET’S HALL ON WEDNESDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2017 

 

Present  Mr Jeremy Gow   Chairman 

  Mrs Avril Martin 

  Mr Scott McIntosh 

  Ms Julie Philips 

  Mr Ken Stewart 

  Mr David Conran-Smith  Secretary 

In attendance were Councillors Lynn Devine, Ian McLaren and Brendan Davy 

Mr Fred Hudghton was unable to attend due to a recent family bereavement.                           
Mrs Kate Butler joined us for the evening. 

Item 1   Welcome by the Chairman 

The Chairman expressed his pleasure at seeing so full a meeting.  Particularly it was good to see 
Councillor Brendan Davy able to join us and a great pleasure to see Kate Butler, our previous 
Chairman, who had come to raise various matters of some importance. 

Item 2  Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The secretary expressed his hope that everyone had had an opportunity to read the minutes.  There 
had been no actions arising although one discussion item had been left rather hanging in the air at 
the meeting’s conclusion, namely the possibility raised of our procuring our own speed calming 
machine in the absence of any long term solution to the problem of traffic speeding along the 
village’s main road. Speeding traffic could be quite prevalent at the start and end of the working day 
with commuters travelling between Forfar and Brechin.  There was once again considerable 
discussion of this long term problem experienced by the village, of some significance on account 
particularly of the children attending the playgroup  in the Hall.   Lynn mentioned the possibility of 
the speed limit for the road being extended from Forfar right through Lunanhead.  Other calming 
measures were also discussed, including the siting of rumble strips at each end of the road as it 
passed through the village.  At the end of this discussion it was agreed that the minutes were a true 
and accurate record of the meeting. 

Item 3 Further Input of the Councillors 

Councillor Devine had a few items she wished to draw to the attention of the meeting.  First was the 
matter of the two paintings by Brueghel, currently housed in the Arbroath library, which though 
thought  by some to be too valuable not to be considered for sale, would be retained as part of the 
County’s collection but in due course transferred to Hospitalfield as a more appropriate home when 
the work planned there had been completed.   Interestingly, that evening there was to be shown on 
BBC 4 a programme showing how a painting held at Hospitalfield had recently been accredited as a 
work by a highly regarded 16th century artist, Antonis Mor, who had been Court Painter to Philip II of 
Spain, unfortunate husband of Queen Mary of England.  The programme showed the detective work 
involved in gaining recognition of the painting’s provenance and the eventual unveiling of the 
painting in its restored state at Hospitalfield House.    It was agreed that Hospitalfield was a worthy 



element of the county’s artistic and cultural wealth which was, of course in due course to be greatly 
augmented by the addition of the V and A Museum on the Dundee waterfront alongside the 
Discovery.  

Councillor Devine also mentioned the commencement of work on the last of the four roundabouts 
on the A90 taking traffic into Forfar, which would be embellished by a model of a Stag.  The work 
carried out on these roundabouts had been much admired, along with the rest of the work of Forfar 
in Flower, a tribute to those involved.   It was also agreed that the recent housing developments 
were generally attractively conceived, especially the council owned Chapel Park houses and flats 
complex and the large Guild development at Gowanbank.  Work would soon be starting on the next 
large development beside the Kirrie road and that on the old Forfar’s Guide Dogs for the Blind site 
beside the Dundee road and when these and other remaining developments were complete there 
would have been built a total of about a thousand new homes for the Town by 2030, increasing 
presumably its population by that time to getting on towards twenty thousand. 

Councillor Devine expressed her concern about the possibility of fly tipping in the region, the result 
of recycling centres placing restriction on their use and potential scamming schemes collecting 
rubbish fraudulently and dumping it illegally.  There followed some discussion regarding the 
Council’s own plans for restricting the operating hours of the County’s recycling centres, considered 
by some to be a recipe for local fly –tipping. 

Finally, it had been reported to the Secretary that the public footpath leading from the village past 
Myreside Farm and thence under the old railway line embankment where it was flooded.  It was 
agreed that something should be done about this but quite what and by whom was less easy to 
determine..   Councillor McLaren agreed to look into this.  Along with most of the instances of 
flooding in this part of the county, it seemed likely that the root cause was the currently high level of 
Rescobie Loch.  The Councillors then took their leave, with the Chairman’s thanks for their input to 
the meeting, always of great value to us. 

Item 4  The Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer stated that the balance of our account stood at £1,359.10.  There had been our 
donation to the fund for the purchase of the Defibrulator which was now housed outside the Hall, 
available for use.  It was agreed that we would again this year give £100 to each of the two churches 
to help with the cost of lighting over the Christmas period.  Also it was agreed that we would meet 
the cost of the wreath (about £30) to be laid at the Remembrance Service at our own church on 
Saturday 11th November.   The service would start at 1045 and the Chairman agreed to ask his father 
if he would lay the wreath;  he would let Mrs Butler know if that would be possible.  The Treasurer 
reimbursed Scott for the cost of a Green Refuse Bin which he had obtained from the council. 

Item 5 Input from the Secretary 

The Secretary mentioned briefly the content of the recent monthly community police report, 
including its lists of local petty vandalism and thefts, and a lengthy note warning about the dangers 
of drinking too much.  He also mentioned the SOUP scheme about which there had earlier in the 
evening been some discussion, relating to the plan proposed by the Chairman of the Forfar CC to 
hold a series of SOUP evenings from the beginning of the New Year,  The Secretary explained more 
fully the mechanisms of the project.  Essentially they were opportunities to support local 
entrepreneurial ideas whereby local people would be offered light wholesome refreshment in 
exchange for a small entrance donation and their attendance at the presentations by a few 
individuals of their entrepreneurial ideas.  Those attending would vote on which of the presentations 
they preferred and the presenter of that plan would be gifted the sum of money gathered at the 
door to invest in its fulfilment . The Secretary had passed on his support for the plan to the Forfar CC 
Chairman (Ian Whyte). 



 

The Chairman and Secretary were planning to attend the meeting arranged by the Council for 
Thursday 9th November between councillors and members of local CCs.  Details of the agenda for the 
meeting were not so far known but the format was expected to be very much on the lines of the 
meetings held in the past and terminated a couple of years ago;  topics to  be covered were 
expected to include budgeting, infrastructure planning, broadband deficiencies, road maintenance 
and so on.  There was ample opportunity for discussion and in the past these meetings, held 
annually, had been considered useful. 

Item 6  Christmas Tree Lighting 

The Secretary had been in touch with the Council’s lighting department (John Shand) over our 
intention to hold again this year an event around the lighting of our Christmas Tree.  He had been 
assured that this would be fine although this year the Council’s assistance might result in a small 
charge. It was agreed that we would hold the event on 12 December and that it would follow very 
much the form and timings of last year.  The gathering would be timed for 6.30 pm and all agreed 
that it would be entirely appropriate for the ceremony to be conducted by our last Chairman Kate 
Butler.  The proposition was put to her and she was pleased to accept the invitation.  It was further 
agreed that Scott would liaise with Fred Hudghton and Julie over the advertising for the event.  
Further details would be agreed at the next meeting. 

Item 7 Any Other Business 

There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at shortly after 9 pm.  The next 
meeting would be on Wednesday 29th November at the normal time and place. 

 

 

J Gow 

Chairman 


