
 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING  

OF THE LUNANHEAD AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

      HELD AT ST MARGARETS HALL ON WEDNESDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 2017 

 

Present       Mr Jeremy Gow   Chairman 

  Mr Fred Hudghton 

  Mrs Avril Martin 

  Ms Julie Philips 

  Mr Ken Stewart 

  Mr David Conran-Smith  Secretary 

In attendance:  Councillors Middleton, Devine and McLaren 

 

Item 1   Welcome from the Chairman 

The chairman gave a warm welcome to everyone.  It was good to see a full house on such a 
miserable evening.   With the recent Christmas Tree Lighting party still fresh in our memories he 
thought it would be appropriate to thank the committee for their doing so much to make it a truly 
successful event and to thank also our three Councillors for attending to support it.   He was 
especially grateful for Lynn’s capturing the event on her camera and thus enabling a report of the 
event in the Courier.    

Item 2   Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The minutes were accepted as being a reasonable record of the last meeting.   There was just one 
comment regarding the following-up of the concern raised about traffic disregarding the village 
speed limit.   Although the speed monitoring device had been placed and had operated successfully 
for a few days its moving on to another no doubt just as needful site as ours was disappointing and it 
was hoped that its periodic return would not be long delayed.  Furthermore the possibility of joining 
up the village speed control limits to those of Forfar itself was reiterated, the hope being that this 
would bring greater awareness of the need to keep vehicle speed through our village to a sensible 
level.  Councillor Devine offered to discuss the idea with the relevant Council officers. 

Item 3   The Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony 

It was generally agreed that the Christmas Tree Lighting event had fully achieved the desired result 
of our successfully bringing together members of the local community, young and old, to share in a  
spontaneous seasonal celebration.  We would repeat it next year.  It was agreed that it would be 
sensible to use one of the two permanent fir trees at the far end of the green for the lighting as 
suggested by Allan Allardyce of the Parks Department.  The Secretary should follow this up with Mr 
Allardyce and Mr John Shand, the Lighting Officer.  Both these officers had been instrumental in 
bringing success to our enterprise and deserved our gratitude. 

Item 4   Input of the Councillors 

The big news item of the moment was the imminent opening of the new Academy buildings and 
Community Campus.  Completed within budget and on time the facilities had been widely acclaimed.  
Tours of the Campus would be organised for the general public during the last weekend of the 



 

 

month but in due course access to the campus facilities would anyway be open for all.   It was to be 
hoped that the local community would in the fullness of time recognise how fortunate they were to 
have at their disposal such an outstanding recreational facility;  the swimming pool,  indoor sports 
arena, drama and music facilities, sports fields, available for the use of all, were in concept and 
execution second to none.  The official opening date was to be 20th February.  There was a full list of 
all the facilities on the Angus Alive web site. 

The councillors also expounded on the plans for the Forfar Gala week during the week 18 – 25 June.   
Run in conjunction with the Forfar Fair Trade Forum at the Myre the week would see the ice rink as 
well as other venues being opened to the general public and there would be various entertainments 
organised around the town, including at the soon to be re-opened Royal Hotel, together with a fun 
fare and various parades and entertainment by the Forfar Pipe Band. 

We were reminded also that the Meffan was currently showing a collection of some of the fine art 
works the Town possessed;  this should be well worth everyone visiting. Before the Councillors took 
their leave there was some useful discussion on various issues such as the imminent arrival of our 
town’s own traffic warden who was expected to start operating in this town this Spring, the 
potential effect on Council Budget planning of local council taxation increases and lastly the 
forthcoming Council elections in early May.   The Chairman thanked the Councillors for their always 
most welcome contribution to our meetings. 

Item 5  The Treasurer’s Report 

As the Treasurer had been unable to process some recent financial transactions our bank balance 
remained as it had been reported at our last meeting.    It was agreed that the cost of the Christmas 
Tree Lighting event, £125.64, had been very reasonable.  The other outgoings were the two cheques 
to the St John’s Church in Forfar and the Rescobie Church to provide some help with the cost of 
lighting for the churches over the Christmas period.   

Item 6   The Secretary’s Report 

The Secretary expressed his concern about the need to disseminate the increasing amounts of 
information he was receiving, often on planning  matters but also relating to VAA, police crime 
reports, surveys on various things such as the efficacy of the Community Councils Web Site, now one 
year old, and the Council ‘s Housing Plan.   In the wake of the recent Community Empowerment Act 
and the Scottish Land Reform Act of 2015 there was a focus on getting more members of local 
communities involved in planning systems generally;  this was exemplified by the Public Consultation 
launched last month which we had been invited to study and respond to.   The Secretary had 
forwarded this to the Chairman and also Julie Philips, our member for Planning Matters but not to 
everyone as it was a very long document..   Julie was a busy working woman and was attending a 
course on Planning next month; neither she nor for that matter any of us could easily find the time 
to study in depth this very lengthy Public Consultation Document.  The Secretary would continue to 
either raise matters which could easily be discussed in our meetings or forward documents for 
information only as and when seemed sensible.  

There followed a short discussion on the latest Community Policing Area Report, which had included 
advice on Securing Gardens and Outbuildings.  After some discussion It was agreed that the 
Secretary would respond to this expressing our agreed views.  Related to this was the concern raised 
by Ken Stewart about the excessive noise made by dogs in a property in Mid Row.  It appeared that 
the Police had become involved in the matter which was accordingly therefore now out of our 
hands. 

There was insufficient time in which to discuss at any great length a recent Planning Application to 
build two houses in close proximity to Rescobie Church, submitted to the Council Planning 



 

 

Department by Gordon Mackie of Drimmie Farm (ref number 16/00930/pppl).   This would require 
our attention in due course. 

Item 7 Future Event planning 

In the aftermath of our very successful Christmas get together last December it was agreed that we 
should consider holding another function this year.   It was felt that it should be directed at families 
rather than simply the young or the old.   One possibility was a combination of barbeque with other 
attractions, perhaps of a competitive nature, such as horticultural and floral displays;  these normally 
already happened but they could perhaps be boosted by our own supportive funding (add-ons such 
as bouncy castle, music, piping and dancing displays).  It was felt that using the Hall and the lawns 
either side of it would cater for the possibility of adverse weather.    The idea would be discussed at 
our next meeting. 

Item 8  Any Other Business and Date of next Meeting 

There was no further business to discuss.   The Secretary requested that the advertised date for the 
AGM, our next meeting, be brought forward, and it was agreed that it would be held on Wednesday 
19th April.  The meeting was closed at approaching half past 9 pm.  

 

 

J Gow 

Chairman 


