
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  

LUNANHEAD AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD IN ST MARGARET’S HALL ON WEDNESDAY 21ST JUNE 2017 

 

              Present    Mr Jeremy Gow        Chairman 

     Mr Ken Stewart 

     Mr David Conran-Smith      Secretary                   

 In attendance:   Councillors Lynn Devine and Ian McLaren 

Apologies were received from Mr Fred Hudghton, Mrs Avril Martin, Mr Scott McIntosh and     
Ms Julie Philips    

Item 1   Welcome by the Chairman 

The Chairman welcomed our small gathering of community councillors and our two ward 
Councillors, whom he congratulated on their re-election to the Council last month.  It transpired that 
the newly elected ward Councillor, Mr Braden Davey, would be unlikely to be attending our 
meetings for a while as he was still involved with his University studies.   The Chairman also 
welcomed Mrs Pat Stewart, a Social Care Officer with the Council, who had come to tell us of her 
planned acquisition of a defibrillator for the village.   He introduced her to all those present for this 
meeting and suggested that she might wish to tell us about her plans before we embarked on the 
business of the meeting. 

Item 2  The Defibrillator Acquisition 

The British Heart Foundation had instigated a move to have defibrillators located widely around the 
country to be available after suitable training for the use of local communities.  Forfar itself had in 
the order of 25 situated at various suitable locations around the town.  Mrs Stewart had considered 
Lunanhead a worthy candidate for one and was involved in raising the £630 required for it.   A 
necessary precursor to its purchase and delivery was the training of a reasonable proportion of the 
local community and she intended to run a couple of training sessions in St Margaret’s Hall as soon 
as she had raised in the region of half of the £600 she needed for the purchase.  She explained how 
the defibrillator would be housed in its secure container, and how it would be accessed and 
operated if needed in the process of recovery of an unconscious casualty. .There followed useful 
discussion on various aspects of the fund raising and the operation of the equipment.    

The Chairman thanked Mrs Stewart for coming to tell us of her plans and for explaining so well the 
processes involved.   Before leaving she gave us her contact details (address 8 Pitscandly Park, home 
tel 01307 466898, mobile 07756665402).  

Item 3   Minutes of the Last Meeting and Matters Arising 

It was agreed that the minutes were a true record of the meeting.  Several agreed actions had been 
carried out.     The Secretary was ensuring that relevant information regarding Community Council 
information including forthcoming meeting dates were displayed on the notice board outside the 
Hall.  Mr Robin de Veres had not been able to attend the meeting this evening but had suggested 
that one useful thing we could do to help the Horticultural Club in regard to their annual Shows in 
the village would be the acquisition of a suitable banner to advertise the event.  Potential suppliers 
of such a banner would be Astute and Toppers which the Secretary would investigate. It was also 
agreed that face book advertising would be useful, something which perhaps Fred Hudghton would 
be able to undertake. 



There then followed some general discussion on a few loosely related issues: the availability of tools 
to carry out the tidying of the gardens beside the hall and the church, the speed limits on the road 
through the village and between it and the town and possible methods of containing speeding 
vehicles,  the resolution of the problem of the cottage and its noisy dogs, and the need for the 
Secretary to contact in good time the parks department regarding the laying of the electricity cable 
between the lamp standard and the tree which would be used in future for the Christmas lighting. 

 

Item 4  Input of the Councillors 

There was interesting discussion on the methods available for paying the annual £25 Green Bin 
charge and the greater ease of using a debit card via Access rather than the internet.   It was good to 
hear that the control of parking through the use of the recently introduced wardens was proving 
effective.  The wardens were also useful in deterring perpetrators of dropping litter and dog fouling.  
With Forfar in the middle of its Gala Week activities it was interesting to hear of the wealth of 
activities and events scheduled for the enjoyment of the people of Forfar and visitors to the town: 
the 30 strong bicycle ride, the ice rink open to all on Saturday afternoon and in the evening the 
Tayside Symphony Orchestra’s concert in the Reid Hall, the drama studio play and puppet show in 
the Academy Campus, open house at the Murton Reserve, and, as a grand finale on the Sunday, a 
Gala event, including a parade down the East High Street to the Myre where there would be a 
market with a variety of stalls, bouncy castles, displays and perhaps a show of vintage cars. The 
organising team, FAN (tastic), would also be organising the Reid Park picnic in August. 

There was some discussion about general council business and we had described for us the heavy 
workload being experienced by the newly elected councillors as they were introduced to the 
business of being councillors.  We thanked our two councillors for, as always, their very useful input.  

Item 5   Report of the Secretary 

The Secretary briefly mentioned the community police report which he had recently received.   
There were again warnings about doorstep crime and the normal catalogue of petty vandalism in 
Kirriemuir and Forfar, including the instance of a car being stolen in Lunanhead (Priory cottages).  It 
was interesting to note that the community police were, through their Friday Night Project, 
attempting through their presence at the Community Campus to “improve relations between the 
police and local youths”.  Also interesting was the launch at the recent Angus Show in Brechin of a 
Rural Watch scheme which it was hoped would lead to a reduction of crime in rural Angus, similar 
presumably to Neighbourhood  Watch. 

The Secretary had for the record produced a Note of Action recording the co-opting  of Mr Scott 
McIntosh onto the Community Council  at our meeting in the beginning of May of this year. This 
note the Chairman and Secretary had duly signed. 

Item 6 

There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at about 9.15 pm.    The Secretary 
reminded members that the date of the next meeting was Wednesday 9th August. 

 

 

J Gow 

Chairman 


