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                                 MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

               MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 28
th

 AUGUST 2017  

 

                         IN THE COMMUNITY CABIN, UNION STREET, MONIFIETH. 

 

Chairperson: Sheena Cochrane. 

Present; Ben Nicoll, Frank Chalmers, Graham Webster, Stewart Ellis, Norrie Adams, Derek Uchman, Jack 

Brand, John Thornton. 

Others: Councillors Craig Fotheringham, Ben Lawrie, Sheila Hands, Beth Whiteside, Bob Myles, Angus 

Council Officers Stewart Ball and Alan McKeown . In excess of 100 members of the public.  

 

 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

    The Chairwoman welcomed everyone to the special meeting and thanked them for turning out in such 

large numbers and at such short notice. She introduced Councillor Bob Myles, Angus Council leader, 

Stewart Ball, Angus Council Officer with responsibility for Waste Management and Alan McKeown, Angus 

Council Officer, with responsibility for Communities. She then stood down and Councillor Bob Myles took 

the chair. 

 

Councillor Myles explained his reason for requesting the meeting, saying when in opposition, he was not 

happy with the decision to close Monifieth recycling centre and on being returned to power after the latest 

election, gave a commitment to look again at the recycling provisions for Angus, not wishing to pit Burgh 

against Burgh. The first step was to create a Member Officer Group (MOG) to review the proposals, carry 

out consultations and prepare a draft report. The recommendation from this group, having discussed various 

options, health and safety considerations when skips are being moved etc.  was that Monifieth should be 

closed, resulting in a saving of £100,000 annually, but no decision had been taken yet- the final decision 

would take place on 7
th

 September at the full Angus Council meeting. Money is short and the Scottish 

Government sum paid has been reduced and many savings have to be made. Education and Social Care are 

mandatory areas for the Council, recycling is not. Mr Myles felt he should consult further with the people 

affected, notwithstanding the consultation by MOG, and decided to call meetings to gauge the feeling of the 

public and hopefully find a solution.  

 

Points made from the floor were that the Monifieth site was better than Carnoustie, where queues onto a 

busy main road were already common, our population was growing rapidly and we have a good site which 

is run very efficiently.  Mr Myles replied sometimes we can’t have everything we want. Several members 

of the audience stated that many of the new councillors had been elected on the promise of giving serious 

consideration to reviewing the decision taken by the previous administration to close the Monifieth 

recycling centre.  

 

The potential to make money from better disposal of material deposited was raised, with mention made, 

from the floor, of the fact the recycling yard staff had come up with many good suggestions to make more 

money from the centre but these had not been followed through by management. Mr Myles stated there are 

national contracts in place for the disposal of white goods with a one off payment to the Council, while 

wood is taken to Markinch for bio fuel at a cost to the Council of £4 a ton. It was stated recycling should be 

cost effective – at least cost neutral. Suggestion was made of using smaller “rubble skips” to allow access 

under the bridge but this would result in more closures while smaller skips were replaced. The Council will 

continue to service the caravan sites with lorries which fit under the bridge. The Council, by law, are not 

permitted to charge money for private residents using a skip site.   

 

The question was asked if anyone wanted the site closed- the answer was a definite No. The offer of ground 

from Taylor Wimpey in the area of Dobbies was raised, but this had been rejected by Angus Council as not 
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a definite offer with no realistic chance of becoming a viable option. 

 

Reference was made to the fact Dundee Council have placed barriers at Baldovie which has resulted in 

traders using Monifieth and not paying, this being unfair to local businesses which do have to pay.  It was 

stated 500 self declaration forms had been completed and only 1 had been audited. This issue was not 

completely addressed. A question was asked regarding the use of number plate recognition, as in England 

and this is being considered at refurbished sites.  Mr Myles stated the Baldovie site was not relative to the 

matter in hand and that the Padanaram site was not under discussion.  

 

At this point Councillor Sheila Hands stated she had been a member of the MOG and she had attended 3 

meetings with no more scheduled. She was aware a payment of £942,000 had been made by Taylor 

Wimpey for access to the new houses in Victoria Street and asked if this money could be used in this area. 

This has been treated as a Capital receipt and goes directly to the Angus Council coffers, a fact seen as 

unfair by many in the audience. 

 

Further questions were asked regarding the annual payment of £23,000 to the MoD for skip lorry access 

and whether any attempt had been made to renegotiate the terms of the contract, this having been stated as 

a possibility by ex  Angus Councillor Rob Murray at a previous Community Council meeting. This extra 

payment was seen as a factor in making Monifieth too expensive to run and therefore a prime target for 

closure. The audience were reassured this was not a major factor in the MOG decision.  

 

 The audience was asked if they would “fly tip” and were told there was no reason to believe this would 

become a problem.  A resident stated she did not drive and said she had recently carried a chest of drawers 

(with help) to the recycling yard. She asked what she should do if the centre closed. Advice given was to 

use bulky items uplift, which allowed 3 items to be removed by the Council for £25.  

 

A questioner asked what has happened to the money raised from the imposition of the “green bin charge”. 

Officials stated this amounted to £532,000 (approx. £1 million over the 2 years) and this has been used in 

running the green bin collection service. The questioner asked how the Council used the money saved, 

having provided this service previously without charge, No answer was forthcoming other than that the 

money had been spent. 

 

A further point was made concerning the previous administration’s appointment of Ernst and Young – 

stated to be a waste of money. Mr Myles replied this contract had not been renewed, though it had resulted 

in savings. 

 

It was stated to be a Scottish Government decision to increase council tax bands E – H which resulted in 

almost 33% of the Angus Council extra receipts being generated from Monifieth and Sidlaw Ward with 

very little being returned to either Monifieth or Sidlaw.  

 

Mr Myles re-iterated the fact difficult decisions had to be made, with more cuts being imposed by the 

Scottish Government, there being a £12/15 million “black hole” in their budget and 500 less people 

employed by Angus Council than 10 years ago. He also stated, for any change to happen, a fully costed 

amendment would have to be brought to full Council. The decision not to implement the recommended 

changes over the whole of Angus had already cost the Council £42,000 for a period of 3 months. 

 

Sheena Cochrane responded with a plea on behalf of Monifieth and Sidlaw, stating we have received very 

little and are always being asked to make cuts. She acknowledged Monifieth Recycling Centre had only 

limited room for expansion, but had few issues regarding vehicles parking when the centre was temporarily 

closed, with many parking spaces available nearby and a little used road being used to service the centre, 

unlike Carnoustie. A site should be found for a joint Monifieth/Carnoustie recycling centre as both sites 

presented problems, access at Carnoustie and the MOD charge for Monifieth, a reduction for which could 

be sought, an option she felt had not been seriously considered by MOG. Monifieth pays a large amount of 

Council Tax with a very high collection rate and we don’t get a fair share of the cake, in fact never have 

done. She advised the Council should not come to Monifieth and canvass opinions if not willing to act on 
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them. She asked for a commitment from Councillor Myles to go back to his fellow Councillors and 

persuade them to rethink the previous decision. He replied serious consideration will be given if 

alternatives are proposed. 

 

From the floor, a statement was made that the councillors were elected by the people and should listen to 

the people as the feeling was that the decision for closure had already been made. It is the job of the 

councillors to change things and make it work for the people. 

 

Also from the floor Ken Gibson stated that in this time of climate change when our very existence is 

threatened the Councillors have a moral imperative to listen to the people and carry out their wishes.  They 

may not be able to take money for using the skip site but despite offers having been made of making 

payment, they feel they can still close it, even after money is found. The recycling of our rubbish may not 

be a mandatory function but it is still vital for our future.  

 

Councillor Sheila Hands advised the Community Council should consider sending a deputation to the 

meeting of the full Council on 7
th

 September and request to address the members.  

 

The Chairwoman brought the meeting to a close and thanked Councillor Myles and his colleagues for 

coming to Monifieth and taking cognizance of the opinion of the people throughout what had been a fairly 

stormy meeting. She finally thanked the people of Monifieth for turning out in such vast numbers in 

support of a vital community facility.  

 

 


