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                                 MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
               MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12

th
 APRIL 2017  

 
                         IN THE COMMUNITY CABIN, UNION STREET, MONIFIETH. 
 
Chairperson: Sheena Cochrane. 
Present;  Stewart Ellis, Ben Nicoll, Rob Crossland, Frank Chalmers, Derek Uchman, Jack Brand, 
Norrie Adams, John Thornton. 
Others: Councillor Sheila Hands, Beth Whiteside, Ray Strachan, Ben Lawrie, Bob Ness (Angus 
Council Communities), Kirsty Hunter (Angusalive) Stewart Ball (Angus Council), Andy Adam 
(Monifieth Athletic FC), Moira Anthony ( Monifieth Grange Bowling Club), Mark Smith, Fiona Hay, 
Gavin Will, Irene Sutherland, Alastair Robertson (MCRG).  
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
    The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies were received from Graham Webster and Steve Wilson.    
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising. 
     The minutes were accepted as read.  
    Matters Arising. 
1) Item 8 of Correspondence, the consultation in respect of Angus Fire and Rescue Plan has 

been completed and submitted ; 
2)  item 4 Consultations, the Scottish Planning system and Angus Local Housing survey have 

also been completed and submitted.  
 

3. Correspondence. 
1) Email from Eric Blyth, Monifieth Health Centre, concerning response to Planning 

Consultation. Discussed along with Email from Rob Crossland confirming submission of 
our response to Planning Consultation. Noted.  

2) Letter to Primary Care Services regarding proposed boundary changes to Broughty 
Family Healthcare and acknowledgement received. 

3) Email from Alison Frew regarding renewal of insurance cover and premium for 
2017/2018. Discussed and agreed.  

4) Email from Derek Uchman regarding Community Council advert for Medieval Fayre 
programme. Discussed and agreed to full page advert, Derek to do the artwork etc. .  

5) Email from Claire Warrender regarding Police Scotland Consultation. Discussed and 
Sheena Cochrane to complete. Closing date 8

th
 May 2017. 

6) Email, Police Report. Relevant contents read out and discussed.  
7) Email from Lynn Hally ; Support for Community Councillors work via information skills 

improvement. Discussed and noted. Consultation period very short and now closed.  
8) Email from Frank Chalmers regarding gift of inscribed Chippendale tray plaque for Rob 

Murray on the occasion of his retirement. Unfortunately Rob was not present. Frank to 
make arrangements to present gift with Sheena Cochrane on our behalf.  

9) Email from Stewart Ellis concerning Freedom of Information request and Angus Council 
tax revenue. Deferred to next meeting.  

10) Email from Alex Graham with intimation of meeting of Eco Force at Sainburys café on 
Monday 10

th
 April. Cascaded.  

11) Email Correspondence between Secretary and ANGUSalive. Item 4 on Agenda.  
12) Letter from Licensing Board regarding change of hours and provision of more seating at front 

of premises. Discussed and agreed no objection to either issue. Councillor Sheila Hands 
pointed out the overall capacity for the premises  would remain the same even though 
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exterior provision may be increased. 
13) Emails (many)from Lynn Hally regarding road closures, What’s New and VAA cascaded.  
 

4. ANGUSalive. 
     Sheena Cochrane introduced Kirsty Hunter Chief Executive of ANGUSalive who had attended 
the meeting in response to many complaints made over previous years of the lack of sporting 
facilities within Monifieth, compared to the other Burghs in Angus which had been well served by 
Angus Council. Kirsty spoke of the origins of ANGUSalive which had commenced on 1

st
 

December 2015 as a charitable body which had taken over the sporting and leisure facilities in 
Angus, using buildings and other facilities previously owned and operated by Angus Council. This 
is a model adopted by many other councils in Scotland. In this area, ANGUSalive operate Monikie 
and Crombie Country parks, the libraries and other facilities including Carnoustie Leisure Centre. 
She stated she had become aware of the concerns of our Community Council following letters to 
Alan McKeown, Strategic Director of Communities and emails from ourselves inviting her to 
attend a meeting. Kirsty spoke at length of the organisation’s input into sport through the Sports 
development officer and Scott Nicoll, community development officer and their work with 
Monifieth Athletic and the work ongoing by Monifieth Athletic to establish a sports hub and all 
weather surface. Fund raising is ongoing.  Andy Adam pointed out it would be a good idea if 
ANGUSalive could turn up at their football training classes etc.  Sheena Cochrane pointed out 
there was virtually nothing arranged for Monifieth during the Easter holidays, though every other 
Burgh had extensive facilities and sports activities planned. Kirsty responded she had pulled 
figures from Angus Council which showed attendance at previous events in Monifieth had been 
poorly attended, though it was pointed out we have to keep trying to establish such events. 
Previously 4 real and other youth facilities in Monifieth had been well attended.  Poor advertising 
and short notice can be attributed to low attendance as many parents assume nothing will be 
available and make other arrangements. The huge advantage of using Social Media was 
discussed and agreed this should figure very highly. It was pointed out there were few facilities in 
Monifieth and even the extension intended for community use at the High School had been 
reclaimed by the school because of lack of space. Discussion ranged from advising people to 
travel to other areas for sports facilities which was not well received, and youngsters making 
more use of the schools after hours. Stewart Ball pointed out ANGUSalive was a new entity and 
had limited funds though it had provided savings to Angus Council by obtaining external funding. 
He also suggested Criminal Justice could be used for maintenance. He agreed Monifieth’s 
proximity to Dundee and its sports facilities had worked against it previously, though again it was 
pointed out Angus council had blamed Dundee for underspending here and promised to make 
amends, but did very little. When questioned regarding the bowling green situation he stated 
Angus Council had managed to work with bowling clubs in Montrose to take over and maintain 
their green but this was a different situation in Monifieth due to small numbers of members and 
the relative ages. When asked why the bowling green, as a leisure facility had not been taken 
over by ANGUSalive, Mr Ball stated they were expensive to maintain but surely all the buildings in 
Angus require maintenance and they have been taken  within the control of ANGUSalive. Moira 
Anthony pointed out many items claimed by the Council as expenses and contributing to the 
overall bill presented to the bowling club are carried out by the members themselves and some 
such as winter litter picking do not even exist. Moira also pointed out people from the caravan 
parks used the bowling green and there are many games against visiting teams. It was also 
pointed out the club only have the use of 4 of the 6 rinks, with the remaining 2 being retained by 
the Council for public use. A query arose as to whether maintenance of the football pitches would 
come under community transfer and Stewart Ball said equipment and knowledge would be 
supplied. Alastair Robertson also asked if ANGUSalive used independent facilities.  
There was disappointment expressed when Kirsty stated campuses had been established in 
other areas. She agreed there was very little in Monifieth but that she saw nothing on the horizon 
for Monifieth 
In conclusion it was agreed Monifieth had always had very little from either Dundee or Angus 
Councils in the way of leisure facilities, while Sheila Hands stated she had examined council 
records and found there had been no effort to push Monifieth when the replacement swimming 
pool at Montrose had been discussed. A lot of work was required by ANGUSalive to establish a 
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foothold in Monifieth but this had to be done as residents pay a large amount in council tax and 
saw little in return. Kirsty stated her organization need more advanced publicity for events and 
she has already started work on the events for Summer and October programmes. It was agreed 
every organization should work together to establish a sports hub, hopefully make use of Invertay 
House in the future and establish facilities, as without them, no one would turn up. Monifieth and 
Sidlaw  make up  the largest Ward in Angus and both deserve better.  
 
5.  Social Media Report 
     Ben Nicoll reported there had been a big response to publicity regarding ANGUSalive on Our 
Monifieth.  
 
6.  Treasurer’s Report 
     Frank Chalmers reported he had reclaimed the rent of £216.00 for the cabin from Angus 
Council and had paid for a gift to mark the departure of Rob Murray from Angus Council.  Cash in 
hand is £2501.94 
 
7.  Planning Matters 
     Rob Crossland reported on a planning application in respect of erection of a conservatory at 
17 Waterside. He expressed some puzzlement at the discrepancy between the requirement to 
obtain planning permission and building warrants for some developments and building warrants 
only for others.  
 
8. Police Report  
    No police were present and discussion centred on the generic report received from the 
Community involvement department which had been cascaded to all councillors. There had been 
3 reported minor thefts, both by shoplifting and from homes, 1 assault and 1 vandalism reported. 
Usual advice was given as to crime prevention.  
 
9.  Angus Councillors’ Reports 
     Little to report other than many road works in the area and an invitation to the next meeting of 
the Monifieth Local Improvement Plan led by Les Hutchison, and the public consultation 
surrounding this, mainly via charrettes.  
  
10. Public Questions 
      None 
 
11. AOCB  
      None 

 

12. The next meeting of the Community Council is to be held at 7.00 pm on 
Wednesday 12th May  2017 at the Community Cabin, Union Street, Monifieth.  
This will be the Annual General Meeting followed by the normal monthly meeting. 
 
Secretary’s Note.  The next meeting of the Community Council will be on 
Wednesday 14th June 2017. 


