
     MINUTE of the meeting held on Tuesday 7th February 2017, at the VAA 
Present:  
Members: Marc Ritchie, Morag Lindsay, Ian Cameron, Sandy Beedie, Maureen Beedie, Diane Parry, Helen Wallace and 
Max Wallace 
Angus Council Rep: Mhairi Dickson 
Local Councillor: Cllr Sheena Welsh 
Police Officers: Gary Aitken and Darren Burnett 
Scottish Refugee Council: Fiona Ballantyne 
In attendance: 3 members of the public  
Meeting: 
 
1. Apologies: Cllr Brenda Durno, Cllr David Fairweather, Cllr Martyn Geddes, Cllr Alex King and Cllr Donald Morrison and 
Community Councillor Julie Smith. 
2. The Chairman’s Welcome – Marc Ritchie welcomed everyone to the February meeting of the Community Council and 

asked for approval for the January 2017 minutes, Diane Parry proposed and Sandy Beedie seconded.  

3. Matters Arising – The chairman confirmed the December 2016 minutes had been changed, as requested, concerning 

the Charrette.  

4. Local Councillor's Update –  
Cllr Sheena Welsh said most of the administration’s time had been taken up on the budget with a number of factors still 
needing to be sorted out before the budget setting meeting on 16th February.  Sheena visited 17 schools in the last week 
among those visited were, Arbroath Academy, St Thomas, Muirfield and Timmergreens.  Sheena added that Hayshead 
and St Thomas still have to decide whether they want a joint campus, the formal consultation being in the second half of 
April and the parents and community are to decide the outcome. Sheena is planning to attend the last meeting of the 
Children and Learning Committee on 21st February, they are currently appointing a lot of new Head Teachers and 
deputies. 
  
5. Correspondence –The Chairman informed us that Road closures are listed on the Facebook page.  

6. Treasurer's Report –The new Treasurer, Ian Cameron, reported that there had been no recent transactions and the 

CC had £1746.88 and the Arbroath Christmas Lights sub-group had £790.99 in the shared bank account, the combined 

total being £2537.87. 

7. Police Report – There have been 215 crimes in the Arbroath area since 1st January, 36 road traffic offences, 72 

assaults, 17 thefts, 12 vandalisms, 76 miscellaneous offences and 2 attempted break-ins under enquiry. The new locality 

inspector for Arbroath has a new Community Team including a sergeant and 3 officers, all dealing with community 

matters around Arbroath. Youths are causing annoyance around Morrison’s and Tesco after dark which the team are 

targeting with engagement. We heard that Youth Workers, part of the Council’s Communities Team were involved in 

helping with this on Saturday nights and proving beneficial. A number of road policing issues were mentioned, 

Newbigging Drive is hopefully resolved and a community officer has been at Hayshead School dealing with parking 

issues as well as at Kirk Square and the Helen Street/Keptie Street vicinities. It was suggested they also consider the High 

Street down from Kirk Square and Leonard Street.  

8. Planning Applications - No planning applications this month but training for the new CC planning convener has been 

arranged for 10am on Saturday, 18
th
 March at Angus House in Forfar. The Chairman asked for one of the Community 

Councillors to take on the planning convenor role and said full support would be given.  Action – report to Chairman 

9 - SRC – The Chairman introduced Fiona Ballantyne from the Scottish Refugee Council. Fiona told us the Scottish 
Refugee Council was a voluntary organisation based in Glasgow as historically asylum seekers and refugees would be 

 

ARBROATH AND DISTRICT 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 



based there but the Syrian Vulnerable Persons Relocation scheme meant refugees found themselves being spread far 
wider and therefore the Scottish Government have given extra funding for the SRC to do work outside of Glasgow. 
Fiona’s aim is to help the refugees develop a collective voice and for them to integrate with a strong and welcoming 
receiving community. The CC may be able to receive funding for interpreting to involve Syrian refugees. The SRC are 
there to provide help and support in this respect. Fiona also suggested we could try the ‘Cup of Tea with a refugee’ 
initiative and would receive support, in respect of their staff and media expertise, with whatever we decide to do. Helen 
Wallace suggested we could get together with refugees to learn one another’s language.  
 

10. AOCB - Max Wallace brought up Health and Social Welfare in respect of vulnerable people and the complex new 

arrangements known as self-directed care which are coming in at a time when Seaton Grove day care centre is closing and 

he is concerned that coming cuts may go even further. Mhairi suggested we get a Rep to our next meeting from Care 

About Angus. Lois Speed said that there was a Health and Social Care Crisis and a lot of confusion among vulnerable 

people about what would happen with care and that their health and wellbeing were at stake and this needs to be 

addressed. Action – Community Council to prepare a list of questions for the Care About Angus Rep and visit ASC 

residents to discuss Self Directed Care. 

 

Ian Cameron told the meeting a single tree had been cut down near his home but wondered why it was cut down when 

rows of trees blocking light from homes are difficult to remove with a complaint and asked how much this single removal 

had cost the Council. Cllr Welsh said it was difficult to get action in respect of trees particularly she had found in thinning 

out the trees in the cemetery at Tarrydykes which block light from homes. Cllr Welsh said she would look into the matter. 

 

An attendee gave the meeting an update on Andy Stewart Court saying that there were a number of matters to pass to the 

Police and the residents were vulnerable and concerned about the problem. The Police in attendance said they would go to 

ASC to speak to the residents and 2 of the Community Councillors said they would attend the ASC residents meeting on 

Thursday 9
th
 February. 

 

Morag Lindsay informed the meeting there was a’ Have Your Say’ consultation we could complete in respect of Housing 

to give feedback, the link is https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/consultativedraftLHS    Action – complete as CC 

 

The Chairman thanked those attending and reminded them of the details of the next meeting. 

 

11. Date of Next Meeting - 7 pm on Tuesday, 7th March 2017 at VAA, Guthrie Port, Arbroath. 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/consultativedraftLHS

