
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

LUNANHEAD AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD AT ST MARGARET ‘S HALL ON WEDNESDAY 29TH NOVEMBER 2017 

 

         Present Mr Jeremy Gow   Chairman 

  Mr Fred Hudghton 

  Mrs Avril Martin 

  Mr Scott McIntosh 

  Ms Julie Philips 

  Mr Ken Stewart 

  Mr David Conran-Smith  Secretary 

In attendance:  Councillor Ian Maclaren 

Apologies were sent by Councillors Devine and Davy  

Item 1   Welcome by the Chairman 

The Chairman welcomed everyone warmly to the meeting.   On an evening which had far more of a 
feel of winter than the date warranted, it was good to see all the members present and in good 
order.  Although Fred was still needful of a stout stick to help him move around it was to be hoped 
that further necessary work on his foot would in short order return him to full mobility.  It was good 
to have Councillor Maclaren with us again;  we were well aware of how busy Councillors were at this 
time of year. 

Item 2  Minutes of the Last Meeting and Matters Arising 

The Secretary mentioned that the last meeting had generated a few matters that required attention.  
Councillor Maclaren had spoken with Allan Allardyce about the problem of flooding on the track 
leading from Myreside Farm and under the old railway line.  It was agreed that this was due in all 
probability to the currently high level of Rescobie Loch and that not much could be done about it.  
Walkers had discovered an alternative route so avoiding the problem.    The treasurer confirmed 
that she had sent cheques to our two churches to help with the cost of floodlighting over the 
Christmas season, and that we had covered the cost of the wreath that had been laid on 
Remembrance Sunday.  The laying of the wreath had been duly carried out by Mr Jock Gow, our last 
but one Chairman, as requested by our current Chairman, his son.  The other two matters raised at 
the last meeting, concerning the recently held meeting of Councillors with Community Councillors, 
and the forthcoming Christmas Tree Lighting Party, would be discussed fully as later items on the 
Agenda. 

Item 3   Input of the Councillors 

Councillor Maclaren firstly put the Chairman’s mind at rest over the matter of landowners erecting 
notices and signs on their land beside rights of way.  Good common sense would almost certainly 
ensure no over stepping the mark of taste and legality but if in any doubt he could be sure of a 
sympathetic hearing from the Council’s Parks Department.   He went on to draw attention to the 
benefits of the council housing development plans;   notable was the progress of the 26 flats and 4 
houses on the old  Chapel Park School site and the Reid Park development up the Lour road. There 
followed an interesting discussion on the consequences, mostly advantageous, of the increase in 



population resultant from this housing expansion.   Councillor Maclaren was asked if he knew the 
purpose of the black box mounted on one of the lamps at the west end of the village.  He considered 
it likely that it was there to measure the speed of traffic on that stretch of road, possibly sited there 
in response to our recognised concerns about traffic speeding through the village.  Finally Councillor 
Maclaren offered to attempt to discover the ownership of the small untidy area of ground opposite 
the power sub station on the edge of the town, used mainly by parking and turning lorries.  

Item 4  Treasurer’s Report 

After the payment of gifts to the Churches, the cost of the wreath for Remembrance Sunday and the 
payment of rent for the St Margaret’s Hall, the balance of the account stood at £1064.10.  The 
Chariman thanks Avril for her diligent work in ensuring the safe management of our funds. 

Item 5  Input of the Secretary 

There were several matters requiring our attention.  Firstly there was the need to confirm the 
arrangements for the Christmas Tree Lighting party.  The Secretary had been in touch with both John 
Shand  and Allan Allardyce, the two Council officers who would be organising the cable laying from 
the street light to the chosen tree and providing barriers to ensure safety of all those attending.   He 
would pass them Ken Stewart’s  home telephone number and ask them to liaise with him as 
necessary.  The Secretary mentioned that it was possible that the lighting which Mr Allardyce would 
be installing would need a degree of reimbursement from us.  Fred Hudghton agreed, again, to 
purchase the food and beverages that we would be providing for the party.   He was reminded that 
we would need plenty of paper cups, party poppers, chocolates for the children in addition to the 
sausage rolls, mini mince tarts, biscuits, tomato soup and mulled wine which had together proved to 
be suitable fare last year.  Scott McIntosh had produced 100 copies of an excellent flier and 
distributed them around the room.  Julie would help Avril in the kitchen.  It was agreed that there 
would be a bucket by the door for those who wished to give a donation towards the cost of the 
evening. 

The Secretary drew our attention to several matters requiring our attention.   He reported on the 
excellent meeting held recently at Orchard House between Councillors and members of Community 
Councils.  Attended by the Provost, the CEO and leader of the Council, Councillor Bob Myles, there 
were several presentations on various aspects of Council planning, and concerns raised by 
community councils, such as the need for better broad band connectivity, particularly in outlying 
districts, the poor support from the police for those affected by crime in the countryside, the 
dangerous state of some country roads due to the sketchiness of remedial repairs.  It was generally 
considered to have proved to be an excellent exchange of views and ideas and at the meeting’s 
conclusion Councillor Myles accepted that there should be a return to regular Bi-annual meetings 
between councillors and CCs. 

The Secretary had been asked for his and the Community Councillors views on several of the 
Council’s Strategic plans, particularly those addressing the Future of Education in Angus Schools, and 
the care at home for the elderly.  He had attended a briefing session that afternoon on the Council’s 
Education Strategy and asked to fill in a survey for which task it might be difficult to find time as it 
required submission by the end of this week. Care for the elderly at home was a thoroughly 
admirable ambition but a weighty and expensive one. Fred Hudghton mentioned that in his 
experience there were often empty beds in the county’s smaller hospitals, citing Whitehills in 
particular.  If the country’s hub hospitals such as Ninewells were struggling to provide beds for 
inpatients why were such reservoirs of empty beds not considered. The other recently received 
communication had been an injunction from Zero Waste Scotland for us to put together an action 
plan “to reduce and prevent litter and flytipping”.   We agreed that as of now we in Lunanhead and 
its surrounding district did not suffer from a litter and fly tipping problem, although we appreciated 
that other parts of Angus, and certainly Tayside, might. Rather than littering the countryside with 



notices about litter prevention the Secretary suggested that we invite the Consultant, Helen Sankey, 
who had propagated the idea, to meet with us.   It was agreed that the Secretary should do no more 
at the moment than acknowledge Ms Sankeys communication. 

Finally, the Secretary had also received a letter from our local MP, Miss Kirstene Hair, expressing a 
desire to meet with CC office bearers to discuss local concerns.  He had replied saying that nothing 
would be possible for us until well into the New Year and requesting that he was kept informed as to 
developments of her plan for a meeting.  

Item 6   Any Other Business 

There being no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at shortly after 9 pm 
and reminded all present that the next meeting would be on Wednesday 7th February 2018, in St 
Margaret’s Hall at 7.30 pm 

 

J Gow 

Chairman 

 


