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                                                       APPROVED 

 
                                 MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
               MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13th DECEMBER 2017  
 
                         IN THE COMMUNITY CABIN, UNION STREET, MONIFIETH. 
 
Chairperson: Sheena Cochrane. 
Present; Ben Nicoll, Kenneth Gibson, Jack Brand, Frank Chalmers, Derek Uchman, John Thornton. 
Others: Councillor Beth Whiteside, PC Steve Wilson.  
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
    The Chairwoman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies were received from Graham Webster, Rob Crossland, Stewart Ellis and Norrie Adams.  
 
At this point John Thornton paid tribute to May McPhee who died on 2

nd
 December 2017 in Brookfield 

Care Home, Carnoustie. May was one of our best known residents and a friend to many, living in Milton 
Street for many years. Following the death of her retired police officer husband, Ronald, she was left to 
bring up 5 children. I came to know May in 1990 as part of my duties was to look after Police widows. 
I found her to be a very unassuming, modest person who was always looking out for everyone in her 
neighbourhood. Any neighbour, many younger than her, who had fallen ill could rely on May to do 
shopping or any other task. She never looked for acknowledgement or thanks. I heard the words “I don’t 
want any fuss” many times.  
May was never frightened to check any youngster who stepped out of line and probably stopped many 
from ending up in more serious trouble. Any suspicious activity in the street soon resulted in a phone call 
from May. In fact, we came to refer to her as “Miss Marple”- a very worthy accolade. 
She was a fervent supporter of her church, the Summer Holiday club at the Gerard Hall and latterly 
helping in the House of Memories, to name but a few of her interests. 
She will be greatly missed by all who knew her. 
Her funeral, private at her request, took place at Edzell on 8

th
 December.  

 
 
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising. 
    The minutes were accepted as read. 
             
3. Correspondence. 

1) Email from Lynn Hally re Consultation document from   Angus Licensing Board   in relation to 
localities. Cascaded and discussed.  Agreement reached due to widely differing areas and 
concentrations of population in some areas and large expanses of sparse habitation, there should 
be 7 localities within Angus. Secretary to convey views.  
Email from Lynn Hally re Local Bus Service Contracts relating to Dundee / Ashludie evening 
services on Sundays and Monday to Thursdays, comprising 19.10 and 20.10 Dundee City Centre 
to Ashludie and 19.39 and 20.39 in reverse. There are 2 additional Sunday services viz Dundee 
to Ashludie at 21.10 with a return service at 21.39. Cascaded -   Councillors felt it was important 
to keep the existing services as at present, particularly in view of the vast number of new houses 
a short distance north of the Ashludie terminus. Secretary to reply.  

2) Letter from Mainstream Renewable Power deferred from previous meeting. Secretary to reply to 
writer asking for details as none available on booklet supplied as to landfall area of cables. 
Determine whether it would justify her attending a meeting.  

3) Policing report. Cascaded. To be dealt with by Steve. 
4) Email from Lynn Hally re Angus Care Model update and “drop in” meeting at Kinloch Care Centre 

Carnoustie on Friday 15
th
. Cascaded and discussed. No one available to attend.  

5) Email from Derek Uchman re crowdfunding. To be dealt with under Christmas Lights 
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6) Emails to and from Graeme Dey and Stewart Hosie regarding recycling centre and proposed 
meeting. Replies from both. In view of postponement of this, Secretary to email both and inform 
of change and new date. Additional email from Derek Uchman regarding article in Courier as to 
Angus Council refusing to conform to F.o. I. request. Cascaded. Discussed and opinion of 
meeting is it seems a fairly spurious reason for non disclosure- it would appear they may be trying 
to hide something. Suggested email to Stewart Ball at some point.   

7) Email from Police Scotland re disposal of empty Police premises. Not relevant- none in our area. 
8) Email from One Scotland Mapping Agreement. Cascaded for information.  
9) Email from Scott Symon, Scottish Fire and Rescue in reply to our message re Balmossie Fire 

Station. He confirms he has passed on our concerns to his senior officers. He is now returning to 
previous duties- his successor is Grant Nicoll who has resumed his previous role.  

10) Email from Helen Sankey, Zero Waste Scotland . She has completed preparatory work on our 
Litter Action Plan and sent it for approval. Finishing touches, photo, logo and address details to 
be added and sent back. East Haven are prominent in this field and were responsible for Angus 
Council holding a Litter Summit event in Arbroath on 13

th
 November. We were unaware of this but 

would be interested in being part of the follow up. Alex Graham is involved and we should get 
together with Ecoforce.  

 
4.  Social Media Report 
       Ben Nicoll stated there had been some continuing reaction to the lights and switch on ceremony,        
though less than he might have thought. It was agreed social media had played a large part in raising the 
money needed. 
 
5.  Christmas Lights 
     The switch on event was discussed at length and many suggestions were made as to the future. 
Derek Uchman intimated it was Jim Culloch’s intention to hand back control to the Community Council, 
Rotary having stepped in when the last Community Council folded, though the organization would still 
play a part in the event itself, supplying manpower and contributing financially. The Chairwoman 
acknowledged the part played by Rotary over the last 2 years, thanking them for their time and effort and 
looking forward to working together next year. It was agreed a committee should be formed and work start 
immediately for the 2018 event. All members present stated they wished to be involved and it was agreed 
the entire Community Council would be involved holding extra meetings throughout the year.  
Beth Whiteside thought Community Engagement would possibly assist with Crowd and Match Funding. 
Derek to follow this up.  
 
6.  Treasurer’s Report  
     Frank Chalmers reported that all moneys had been received in respect of wreaths and Alastair 
Robertson had been reimbursed. The Community Council had previously agreed to bear the cost of the 
wreath for Sgt Michael Lockett.  With regard to the Christmas Lights, money received from various 
sources for the Christmas lights are all to be paid into the Community Council account. After paying bills 
the current balance is £7266.83. 
 Frank reported there is a second account held by RBS with a minimal amount and no recent activity 
which he recommends should be closed.. He will check with previous treasurer, Alastair Robertson before 
he actions this.  
 Chairwoman to sign 3 extra cheques to facilitate payments.  
 
7.  Planning Matters 
     Rob Crossland is still unable to attend due to illness but, once again, has contacted the Secretary with 
information re 6 planning applications and 6 building warrants having been received. There is nothing to 
concern us with the exception of the application to convert the Panmure Hotel to form 9 flats. Though 
there are no grounds for objection, several members expressed dismay at the prospect of the Panmure 
Hotel, which has served the community for many years, having to close its doors. Comment was also 
made with regard to the application for a building warrant in respect of alterations to 9 High Street. The 
Secretary has knowledge of this and commends the applicants for their plans to provide easier access to  
Troup Chemist for wheelchair users and mothers with prams along with less mobile members of the 
community. The problem of the high step has caused much head scratching and difficulty for many years.  
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8. Police Report 
     The generic Police report had been received and cascaded. Steve Wilson reported  several incidents 
of youths causing annoyance again in Riverview and Tayview caravan parks. This is a continuing problem 
and will receive attention. A car was vandalized in Princes Street on 19

th
 November while a gate was 

damaged in Erskine Terrace on 27
th
, and a vehicle damaged in Queen Street on the 12

th
 December. On 

24
th
 November, Grange Primary School was the target of mindless youths who climbed on the roof and 

also threw playground furniture about. Over the 1st weekend of December the Taylor Wimpey building 
site at Victoria Street was vandalised with graffiti and a window broken. Tesco continue to report ongoing 
problems with youths loitering in the car park and at the main door causing problems for shoppers.   
Police would greatly appreciate being informed at the time if anyone witnesses ongoing incidents. Steve 
is continuing his work engaging with the pupils at Monifieth High and is grateful for assistance with 
transport provided by the Boys Brigade.  
On a happier note Steve would like to thank Sheena Cochrane and Frank Chalmers, who along with his 
wife, attended at the Community Cabin for a “Blue Light” pensioners’ fun afternoon. A great time was had 
by all.  
 
9. Angus Councillors’ Reports. 
   Beth Whiteside reported there had been complaints regarding working on Sunday at Taylor Wimpey 
site, Victoria Street. Permission had been given for a one off emergency situation to complete work prior 
to the road re-opening. Permission had been refused for an extension of the road closure.  
John Thornton asked Beth Whiteside  to confirm broken spar at the eastmost boardwalk had been 
reported.  This had in fact been been reported but has not been repaired. Beth to pursue matter.   
No progress has been reported on the recycling centre and concern was expressed at Angus Council’s 
decision to refuse a Freedom of Information request. Councillors asked if contact should be made with 
Stewart Ball to clarify this.  
 
10. Public Questions 
       None 

 

11. AOCB 

      Derek Uchman asked what the position was with Monifieth Matters which is no longer being published regularly 

since the demise of the old Council and departure of John Whellams. John Thornton stated  this was a venture 

started under the auspices of the Community Council and which has now  considerable funds in the bank. It is 

thought there may be a final issue of Monifieth Matters then discussions will take place as to the action to be taken 

with regard to the remaining funds. Contact to be made with Alastair Robertson and John Whellams.  

       The matter of the lack of communication from Angus Council to Monifieth Community Council was raised with 

several instances of events having taken place in Monifieth and for which various permissions would have been 

required with no notification forwarded by Angus Council. Examples were the “Kiltwalk” which could have been 

publicised by ourselves and the fairground which suddenly appeared at the grass area of the Blue Seaway.  It was 

agreed there should be much more sharing of information from Angus Council to ourselves of events and other 

matters relating to Monifieth. Beth Whiteside is on the Civic Licensing committee and will speak to the Chairman at 

next meeting on 4
th

 January 2018. 

       Beth also asked if the Police Report could be moved further up the Agenda as  is done in other Councils. This 

could be done but at present the Chairwoman simply calls Steve first.  

  

13. The next meeting of the Community Council is at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 10th  

January 2018 at the Community Cabin, Union Street, Monifieth.   
 
Secretary’s Note.  
The next meeting of the Community Council is on 14th February 2018 


