
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

 LUNANHEAD AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD AT ST MARGARETS HALL ON 7 FEBRUARY 2018 

 

                             Present  Mr Jeremy Gow   Chairman 

    Mrs Avril Martin 

    Mr Scott McIntosh 

    Ms Julie Philips 

    Mr Ken Stewart 

    Mr David Conran-Smith  Secretary 

  In Attendance:  Councillors Lynn Devine and Ian Maclaren 

  Apologies were received from Mr Fred Hudghton and Councillor Brendan Davy 

  Guest Visitor:  Inspector Chisholm, Community Inspector Forfar and District 

 

Item 1   Welcome of the Chairman 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for braving the chill of the 
evening to join us.   He felt it entirely appropriate to thank all those involved in the organisation of 
the Christmas Tree Lighting Party in mid December which he considered to have been a resounding 
success once again.  The Hall was filled with a happy crowd of young and old, who all appeared to 
have enjoyed the ample refreshments and successful lighting ceremony.  The collection had covered 
costs with a small surplus which was very gratifying.  Scott commented on the electric cable fixture 
now permanently installed at the base of the tree and agreed to look into having it suitably boxed. 

The Chairman then introduced our visiting Inspector Chisholm who as newly appointed Community 
Inspector for Forfar and District had wished to meet local Community Councillors. 

Item 2  Our Visiting Inspector of Community Policing 

Inspector Chisholm told us something of her background.  Born in Arbroath and a University 
Graduate she was delighted with her posting to Forfar and much looked forward to getting to know 
the area and becoming acquainted with its difficulties.   She envisaged her particular challenges 
being road safety and the care and security for the elderly and needy.  Conversation touched on the 
problems of drugs and alcohol addiction and petty vandalism but it was generally agreed that we 
were fortunate in living in relatively such a well-tended and satisfyingly oriented part of the country.   
Inspector Chisholm was heartily thanked for finding time in her busy schedule to visit us and 
acquaint us with her aspirations for the local community. 

Item 3  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

There were no matters of importance arising from the minutes of our last meeting and no actions 
outstanding. 

 

 



Item 4   Input of the Councillors 

At this time of year councillors were primarily concerned with the financing of local services for the 
coming year.  However Councillor Devine was able to assure us that some progress had been made 
in the matter of resolving the problem of traffic speeding in the village by the promise of a 40 mph 
buffer being incorporated in the approach into the village from Forfar.  The present unserviceability 
of the Speed Warning Meter and its current placement in the middle of the village rather than at its 
entrance were commented on. 

Lynn also commented on the current difficulty in achieving adequate Broadband coverage for the 
area;  this was a Westminster matter and one that the Council could do little about.  To achieve a 
99% coverage for the County by the end of the decade seemed on the face of it unlikely.  She went 
on to mention that an Autism support group (Saturday Sensory Stop) operating at the town’s Pitstop 
Centre had had a successful start and that it was hoped that with the assistance of VAA, Cycle Hub 
and Care About Angus (CAA) and perhaps other recognised social enterprises organisations there 
would in time be developed  a mechanism for providing wider assistance for this and other learning 
support groups.  Finally Lynn mentioned her concern at the apparent lack of durability of small retail 
outlets in the town’s centre, citing the example of the gents’ outfitters Whites, in Castle Street, 
which was forecast to close.  

The Chairman thanked the Councillors for their valuable input to our meetings, which was always 
much appreciated.  

Item 5   Present and Future Support for Local Functions 

There was some discussion centred on the clear success of the Christmas Tree Lighting Party.  It was 
satisfying to note that the collection carried out in the Hall before and after the Lighting Ceremony 
itself had raised £110 which more than covered the net outlay of £80.  Congratulations to Fred for 
his well judged provisioning of the event.  Ken reported that the Council’s lighting department had 
kindly donated the lights from the tree for our further use.  There had been some disappointment 
caused for some of the younger children by the non appearance of a promised Rotary Santa.  The 
possibility of arranging a Santa for next year’s event should be addressed when the event became an 
agenda item at a meeting nearer the event. 

There then followed far reaching discussion on our possible further involvement in supporting 
entertainment for the village and our district.    A very worthwhile suggestion was to provide some 
decoration of the village, particularly its heart around the Hall, at Christmas time.  This would need 
further discussion at a future meeting, as would support for the village’s regular events;   it might 
not be possible or particularly viable to support in any way the Spring Fete but to help with possible 
enlargement of the August Flower Show, along the lines of incorporating a village BBQ and 
additional attractions appealing to the community at large was perhaps feasible.  There were, 
however, serious misgivings for the incorporation of livestock events such a dog show;  perhaps a 
Young Miss/Mr Lunanhead 2018 might be more suitable.  At any further discussion on this subject it 
would be sensible to invite input from the Hall committee, Horticultural Club and perhaps others. 

Item 6  Treasurer’s and Secretary’s Reports 

The Treasurer reported that the balance of our account stood at £990.10.   The Secretary had 
nothing further of importance to report.   The Chairman thanked both Officers for their hard work. 

Item 7   Any Other Business 

There being no further business the meeting was closed at approximately 9 o’clock.   Our next 
meeting would be the AGM on Wednesday 2 May at the normal time of 7.30 pm. 

 



J Gow 

Chairman 

 

 


