
The Royal Burgh of Forfar Community Council 

Minutes of meeting 18th January 2018 at Forfar Community Campus. 

Present: Ian Whyte (IW), T.O’Brien(TOB),  Catriona McNicoll(CMcN), Avril Simpson (AS), Bill Golden (BG) 

Charlotte Douglas(CD), David R. Wardhaugh(DRW) I. Dickson (ID) James Gray-Cheape (JGC) Mrs L. Clark (LC) 

Cllr.C.Brown,  Cllr.L. Devine, B. Davy, Cllr. I. McLaren , Public from Gowanbank and Northampton 

drive/Place, Student Kara Robertson from Dundee University 

Apologies: Eleanor Feltham (EF),Elaine Cruickshank (EC) Bobbi Murray (BM))Jim McMillan (J.McM) Eleanor 

Feltham, Bill Golden, Scott Anderson, and the Fire Service. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting           

Chairs report 

Chairperson welcomed all to the meeting and especially the members of the public. Chair also welcomed 

Kara Robertson a student from Dundee University who was there to observe and speak about her concept 

design for the former swimming pool in Forfar as a community centre. 

   Xmas lights were a success and came in within budget. Future fund raising will be required, and Forfar 

Action Network need to decide what to use the rest of the money for. RW asked for thanks from the Forfar 

rotary club to all involved who helped to make the switch on and fund-raising for lights happen. Hopefully 

it will be a bigger success in the years to come. Update on toilet provision at Forfar Loch- due to issues 

raised by SEPA a toilets will be built next to the ranger hut joined to sewer system, cost to come from 

common good fund? 

   Chair has been working with various agencies on the Friday nite project  and the Pitstop is now open on a 

Friday night. 

Secretary report 

Any correspondence distributed by e-mail prior to meeting,. 

Community Innovation fund meeting distributed along with Angus Social enterprise strategy. Both items 

are to be posted on Facebook page. 

  Stuart Ball Angus council waste manager has been invited to the next meeting. 

                                                                  

 

Treasurer report 

The bank account stands at £6244.26 including grant and interest.  

 

Police Report 

No Police report 

Fire report 

No Fire report 

Councillor updates 

 

Cllr Lynne Devine – Pitstop sensory drop-in centre for the whole of Angus is open on Saturdays 10am- 3pm 

and has a soft play area and café. This has been brought together by ASSAD and Pitstop. 

   Castle Hill is ready for grass laying in the spring and sign and viewfinder are near completion. 

    LD asked if Forfar CC would be willing to pay for 100 70cm x 6cm “Try Forfar first” banners to put in the 

windows of local businesses to help promote shopping locally. This was agreed proposed by IW and 

seconded by RW. 



   Other things, Volunteered at VAA over Xmas helping with meals.  Working on the council budget 

proposals for the coming financial year, resolution put forward to have an officer lead a group on the effect 

of Brexit on Angus, the council, core facilities and the local farming community. 

  

Cllr Ian McLaren - Update on Academy court (new housing at old chapel park school), the development 

nearly finished and tenants will be moving in sometime in February 2018. 

 

Cllr Braden Davey - Update on consultation about speed bumps in Taylor Street, 59% of all respondents 
chose option to remove the speed bumps. However, 56% of Taylor Street residents who expressed a 
preference wanted them to stay so the Council decided to keep the speed bumps in place.  

BD has received reports of issues with the new charges for hire of community campus for football and 
reports there have been quite a lot of people cancelling their B-active accounts.  

  BD is now using a videoblog on his Facebook page. 

Cllr Colin Brown - Angus alive what is the difference between 10 football players and 10 badminton 

players, why not the same cost for badminton. Angus alive have lost around £12000 in subscriptions last 

month. 

  Chapel park development very impressive particular at night when it is lit up and the use of the old 

windows. 

Toilets at the Loch high on the list of things to do. 

 

Discussion followed about youth and politics and the use of  informal forums rather than formal 

meetings, it was also discussed about a youth engagement strategy asking for views on the school estate, 

possibly through the use of a virtual forum. It was mentioned that youths need more knowledge on voting 

and what elections they can actually vote in and it maybe an idea to have political literature in schools. 

AOCB  

An idea was put forward about the planting of Xmas trees at Forfar loch. RW mentioned that the Rotary 

club have been working with the Rotary challenge. Under this scheme the Rotary club can get 45 trees at 

cost price. Rotary have spoken to Angus council representative about a possible site to plant the trees. It 

could be a joint project between Rotary and Forfar CC. Trees identified  to plant are Beech,Hornbeam, Oak 

and  Wild cherry along with some other types. 

   A few members of the public from Gowanbank spoke about issues with speeding vehicles. They said that 

they had spoken to local councillor’s , sent letters to the Chief executive of Angus council and nothing 

appears to have been done about the problem. Residents are concerned that a serious accident needs to 

happen before something is done. They mentioned that the Police have used speed guns in the past but 

this is not a permanent solution. Flashing speed warning signs do not work. Ideas put forward are to install 

rumble strips or change the speed limit leading into and out of the village. Councillors to pass concerns 

onto roads department and LD to contact residents with an update. 

NHS services were raised as an issue by TOB on behalf of EC who stated that they was disappointment that 
during the consultation process about whole care model in Angus, Gail Smith would not attend at the 
community council meetings to answer concerns from community councillors and residents. A short 
discussion followed and it was mentioned that Gail Smith was very busy during this time. TOB stated that 
this was not an acceptable excuse and council officers should consult with as many groups as possible.  

Sub Groups 

Common good - The government consultation is due to be published shortly. 



 

Planning/Consultations - Northing to report 

 

Participatory Budgeting /SOUP - 2 other community councils have replied about working on a SOUP project 

so far. 

 

Signage  Group - Paper are ready to go to planning re banner on the side of the Thistle Hotel, community 

council to cover the cost of the banner design with Keillor signs cost £125. 

 

Forfar Grant scheme? - discussion followed about setting up a scheme where local groups can apply for 

small pots of money from the community council, a few ideas were suggested such as a PB type event or 

something similar to the Forfar roof truss fund. Another idea was to pick local groups or charities to award 

money to. Further discussion to follow. 

 

Planning  

A representative group from Northampton Rd and Balmashanner place/rise wished to raise concerns they 

have about the proposed new development at the old guide dog site off the Dundee Rd and ask for advice 

on what they can do about them. The residents have no issue with the buildings proposed but the 

objection is a new road into the development from Balmashanner place, the issue is that the existing road 

services 58 houses and is not suitable for the increase in vehicular traffic that the new houses will bring. 

The existing road is not in great condition and extra traffic will make this worse. Residents were advised by 

LC that due to tight time constraints (planning committee due to meet within 7 days) the residents should 

lobby the council by asking to speak to the planning contact at Angus council directly to register their 

objections. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Date and time of next meeting: 7.00 p.m. Thursday 15th February 2018 Venue Forfar Community Campus. 


