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This is the 2nd briefing paper supplied to support the sharing of information with regards to digital 

connectivity across the Angus area.   

The Scottish Government has committed to deliver superfast broadband (>30 Mbps) to 100% of 

premises by 2021.   

As of 31 December 2017 92.7% households and businesses (premises) across Angus can now access 

high-speed fibre services as a result of the Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband programme (DSSB).  

This is close to the target set for 93% for our area at the start of the programme. In addition 89.5% 

of premises have access to speeds in excess of the superfast definition of 24Mbps.  Work will 

continue as part of the forthcoming national programme (R100) to not only ensure all premises have 

access to broadband but that all premises will have speeds of at least 30Mbps.    

On 17 April DSSB announced that the programme had reached the 95% of anticipated premises by 

31 December 2017.  Work has continued on this phase of deployment and will continue.  Updates 

are provided quarterly.   

BUSINESSES 

Digital Pilot for businesses. In April both Orchardbank Business Park, Forfar and Kirkton Industrial 

Estate, Arbroath went live and radio broadband is now available to businesses in both these 

locations.  In addition we will also be able to provide a business grade broadband connection to 

businesses outwith the sites but that have line of sight of our key locations.  Businesses in Angus 

who wish to be considered for this project can notify us of their interest and get in contact here 

https://www.businessangus.com/form/contact    

Gigabit Voucher Scheme for SMEs.  Following on from the pilot of vouchers (note not the better 

broadband scheme) the UK Government has launched the Gigabit Voucher scheme which is targeted 

at SMEs and can offer £3K towards installation of fibre.  There is an opportunity for residential 

properties to be part of this however there needs to be at least 1 SME taking up the voucher.  More 

information is available at https://gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk/  

COMMUNITIES AND CITIZENS 

 The Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband (DSSB) programme has, as noted above, enabled 

connection for a large number of premises in Angus.  To benefit from the faster connection speeds, 

residents need to sign up for a fibre service with their chosen provider as upgrades aren’t automatic.  

Local people can check the interactive map on the Digital Scotland website 

www.scotlandsuperfast.com  to find out if they can get the service.  It is recommended that 

individuals use their landline number when completing the checks.  Supplementary information in 

the form of a communication release by Digital Scotland is attached as an appendix to this briefing 

paper.  There is also a helpful Frequently Asked Questions section on the website which helps 

explain the challenges and opportunities of broadband connection.   

Better Broadband Scheme.  If you currently receive poor connection speeds of less than 2Mbps then 

you may wish to consider the Better Broadband Scheme.  

https://www.businessangus.com/form/contact
https://gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk/
http://www.scotlandsuperfast.com/


https://www.scotlandsuperfast.com/where-when/the-programme/alternative-solutions/ This would 

be an interim solution to improve the speed to 10Mbps.  Most solutions utilise radio or satellite to 

support delivery and the voucher must be used with specified providers.   It does not cover the 

ongoing monthly costs associated with broadband.  

WIFI4EU. Angus Council has submitted an Expression of Interest to the WIFI4EU Programme which, 

if successful could result in 15,000 Euros to support town centre wifi.   

Erection of a mast at Craigowl to reach schools.  Work is now beginning on site for the construction 

of the mast and updated information will be provided on the website as soon as it is available.   

Other Providers. In some instances there are individuals and companies across Scotland providing 

broadband through a variety of measures including radio and satellite.  If you want to find out more 

information please get in touch. https://www.businessangus.com/form/contact     

REGIONAL AND NATIONAL CONNECTIVITY 

Local Full Fibre Network (LFFN) Regional Expression of Interest. As per Briefing Note 1 this project is 

being undertaken across the Tay region as part of the Tay Cities Deal. An initial expression of interest 

was submitted to DCMS in August 2017.  Work is ongoing to submit the bid in June and we are on 

track for submission.   

Reaching 100% Programme (R100). As noted above there is a commitment to deliver superfast 

broadband to 100% of premises across Scotland by 2021. To achieve this, the Scottish Government 

intends to procure further coverage of NGA (next generation) broadband infrastructure (capable of 

delivering download speeds of at least 30 Mbps) in areas where such broadband is currently 

unavailable. Geographically, R100 covers the whole of Scotland.   

As of April 2018, the programme is currently in the procurement process with three Lots being 

considered across Scotland.  Angus is located within the North Lot.  Additional information will be 

updated once available.   

Next Steps.  Angus Council has now commenced work on providing a solution focussed approach to 

connectivity across the area to consider opportunities for digital interventions over and above those 

already underway.  This will focus on the three key pillars already identified in the initial scoping; 

namely Business (specifically those covering the Council priority sectors), Community (mainly 

rural/hard to reach areas) and Tourism/Visitors (mainly hotels/B&B’s, resorts, attractions etc.).  

Progress Updates and Events. The webpage was launched in January 2018 to keep our communities, 

businesses and visitors updated on progress.  Information updates can be found at   

www.angus.gov.uk/digitalangus 

All of the above programmes and projects are working to deliver connectivity across Angus and the 

wider area.  There is no individual solution and care has to be taken to maximise opportunities for 

connection.  Angus Council recognises the need for good connectivity and is committed to working 

in partnership to deliver this need for businesses, residents and visitors to the area.  Services across 

the council are working in collaboration to meet the national targets.  
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