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WEDNESDAY 05 April 2017 MEETING, 7:30pm, Friockheim Primary School  
 
Minutes of Meeting 
 

Attendees:  
Barbara Thompson, Chairperson 
Dougie Pond, Secretary/Vice Chair  
Paul Hartley, Treasurer 
Pauline Hartley, Minute Secretary/Planning Contact Officer 
Cllr Donald Morrison 
Cllr Alex King 
Cllr Sheena Welsh 
Mhairi Dickson, Community Officer, Angus Council 
Chris and Kit Grant, Visitors 
Anne and Alan Watt, Visitors 
Krysia Sosua, Visitor 
Visitor – name unknown  
Ray Middleton, Visitor 
Dennis Arnot, Visitor 
PC Susie Stark, Police Scotland 
PC Fiona Allardice, Police Scotland 
 
1: Apologies: 
Pamela Yule, Youth Contact Officer 
Ashley Neate, Member 
 
2: Minutes of the meeting of 01.02.17 were presented.  These were proposed by the Secretary and seconded 
by the Treasurer.  
 
3: Matters arising 
Dog Fouling  
The Minute Secretary informed the CC that she had been in touch with the lady who had complained about dog 
fouling in Gardyne Street and gave her details of whom she needs to contact with her concerns.   
 
Poo Bag Dispensers 
The Chair informed the CC that she read an article about a householder in Brechin who set up a poo bag refilling 
station on a lamp-post opposite her house, encouraging pet owners to take a bag if they needed one or leave one to 
help someone else out.  Locals loved the idea so much, one station quickly expanded to thirty.  The Chair wondered 
whether the CC may wish to help with setting up such a service in the Village, which might help with the dog fouling 
problem.  The CC agreed to look into this possibility and report back at the next meeting. 
 
 4: Treasurer's Report 
The Treasurer reported that these stand at £1988.50.  He also informed that the Public Liability insurance for 2017 
was due for renewal in May, at a cost of £96.49.  He will send a cheque to Angus Council for this amount in due 
course.  
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 The Treasurer circulated copies of the Statement of account for the year ending 31 March 2017 which he would be 
submitting to Angus Council if the CC approved them.  The Statement of accounts was proposed as correct by the 
Secretary and this was seconded by the Chair.  
 
5: Planning Report 
The following applications were received: 
 

 Knockhill Farm Steading, Gardyne 
Conversion of Farm Steading to two dwelling houses and change of use of agricultural land to private garden 
ground. 

 Field 200M West of Knockhill Farm Steading, Gardyne 
Erection of two dwelling houses. 

 Gardyne Castle, Gardyne 
Erection of new garden wall and gates to enclose garden. 

 
The CC did not wish to respond. 
 
6: Police Report 
PC Stark introduced herself as the dedicated Community Police Officer for Friockheim and District.  She also 
introduced PC Allardice, who is based in Carnoustie and will provide cover for Friockheim and District when required.  
 
PC Stark gave an update since the last Police Report, with the main points being: 
 

 Campaign to tackle hate crime was launched on 27 March 2017, focussing on the impact hate crime can 
have on people’s lives and encouraging reporting by both victims and bystanders. 

 Since the start of the year, 41 crimes were reported in the Friockheim area involving 1 theft, 3 assaults, 10 
road traffic offences, 27 miscellaneous offences, 8 of which related to youths throwing stones and bottles 
and causing a general nuisance. 

 There have been at least 2 reported incidents of rural fuel theft in Angus over the last month and she urged 
that care should be taken to ensure vehicle fuel tanks to be fitted with locking fuel caps. A Farm Watch 
system has been set up. 

 
PC Stark said that where possible, Community Officers are giving the Village a bit more attention to offer 
reassurance to residents.  She has also attended Arbroath High School, Arbroath Academy, Dundee and Angus 
College and Friockheim Primary School and Nursey to engage with the young people. PC Stark said that she hopes to 
hold a monthly surgery in Friockheim where residents can attend and voice their concerns and she would be happy 
to get involved in any youth activities in the area. 
 
Residents again voiced concerns regarding excessive speeding on both the Toll and along Station Road. The Secretary 
said that this issue has been raised at previous CC meetings and although the CC had written to Angus Council 
regarding these concerns, there was no response.   A discussion followed with possible solutions, such as traffic 
calming measures, speed cameras, flashing speed sign, etc.   One suggestion was to distribute fliers to Station Road 
residents, suggesting that they report any incidents of speeding, etc.  Residents also raised concerns about the lack 
of safe crossing facilities along Station Road.   Residents also voiced concerns regarding the inevitable increase in 
traffic through the Village with the number of houses being built by Guild Homes.  Both PC Stark and PC Allardice 
assured the residents that these concerns will be raised with traffic officers and hopefully in turn with the traffic co-
ordination group.  They also encouraged residents to phone Police Scotland and report any incidents of speeding, 
engine revving, etc.  PC Stark said she will try to be in Friockheim as much as possible to monitor the situation.  
 
The Chair said that she has been approached by a resident with concerns regarding delivery lorries using the new 
mini roundabout to reverse into Westgate.  This resident also asked about the possibility of a one-way system being 
introduced in the parallel roads.   After further discussion, it was agreed that the CC would write to Angus Council 
regarding this possibility after the Council Elections in May 2017. 
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PC Stark and PC Allardice were thanked for attending and left the meeting at this stage.  
 
7: Young People Report 
No report available. 
 
8: Major Business  
A: Eastgate School Project  
 

 The Secretary gave an update on the Project. 

 FriockHub have managed to raise funds for the shortfall through various funds as well as registering as a 
trader to enable the Project to claim back VAT. 

 Contractors (Andrew Shepherd) ready to start in May 2017, with the building being completed in late 
summer 2018. 

 The Contractors have been asked to put up a portacabin to be used as an office whilst the building is going 
on.  This will allow residents to come in and see what is happening, make suggestions, etc. 

 Adverts for two consultancy jobs have been placed in the local press.  

 Signing to take ownership of the building from Angus Council will take place on 21 April 2017.  The Secretary 
thanked Cllr Morrison for his help regarding the transfer of the building.   

 A date for a Strip-Out day will be announced shortly.  This will give the Public the opportunity to view 
Eastgate School before work commences and to put bits in for any fixtures and fittings they want to 
purchase for a minimal cost. 

 
B: Mill Pond, Community Project 
 
Mr Grant informed the CC that a questionnaire has been circulated, asking residents what they want for the Mill 
Pond.  The date of the next meeting is 27 April 2017 at 7.00pm, meeting at the picnic area at the Millpond.  There is 
a clean-up of the area planned for 14 May 2017 between 2.00pm and 4.00pm.   
 
C: Tennis Courts development 
Mhairi Dickson informed the CC that the Group are now constituted and they hope to organise a public feedback 
event which will give them a clearer idea of the funding they will require. The Secretary said that Tesco have written 
to him wondering if any Groups would like to consider applying for their plastic bags fund and thought that the 
Group would like to apply. 
 

9: Places, People and Planning – A Consultation on the future of the Scottish Planning System 
Planning Review Scotland have announced three public drop in events.  Further details can be obtained on 
https://beta.gov.scot/policies/planning-architecture/reforming-planing-system. 
 
10: VAA – Forthcoming Events 
The Secretary read out forthcoming events, mentioning especially training for “Heart Start” which will be held 
at VAA Forfar on 2 May and 31 May 2017, 10-12 noon. 
 
11: SFRS CPR Training 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service has joined forces with the British heart Foundation to help save lives across the 
country by providing fire stations as a base for members of the public to teach themselves CPR. To arrange a 
time to go into the station, people can visit the website http://www.firescotland.gov.uk/your-area/north/local-
stations.aspx.  Information will be displayed on CC Noticeboard.    
 
12: Information Literacy Research Projects 
Results for this Project are now available and the report will be displayed on the CC Noticeboard. 
 
 

https://beta.gov.scot/policies/planning-architecture/reforming-planing-system
http://www.firescotland.gov.uk/your-area/north/local-stations.aspx
http://www.firescotland.gov.uk/your-area/north/local-stations.aspx
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13: Community Councillor Survey 
This survey is part of a research project looking at how information skills can support community councillors’ 
work.  The survey link is https://survery.napier.ac.uk/n/LILDEM.aspx. 
  
15:  AOCB 
A:  Congestion around GP Surgery 
The Chair informed the CC that a resident had approached her, asking whether Guild Homes could put a car 
park on their site to help with the congestion caused by GP surgery users.  The Treasurer said that this issue was 
raised at a previous meeting when it was dismissed as the NHS has no funds available to build a car park 
 
B:  Kennels at the Toll House, Station Road 
There was a somewhat heated discussion between residents at Station Road and the owner of the kennels, about 
the number of dogs in the kennels, the constant barking (according to Mr and Mrs Grant who live next door) and 
future plans (if any) for the kennels. The owner of the kennels informed the CC that he breeds dogs as a hobby and 
shows them.  He denied his dogs bark constantly.  The Secretary said that the CC were unable to deal with neighbour 
disputes but suggested that now that the parties involved have met each other, they should meet and try and sort 
things out amicably.  

 
Discussed in Camera  
Solar Farm on land at Pressock Farm 
 
The Secretary said that he has made several attempts to make contact with various people to determine 
whether the monies promised to the CC as a community benefit at the time of the planning application will be 
forthcoming.  The company who submitted the planning application say they no longer have dealings with the 
developers.   He has written to the developers but there have been no communication from them.  He asked 
whether the CC had any objections to him going to the Courier and the Daily Record with the facts. CC 
Members agreed. 
 
Date of next meeting – Wednesday 03 May 2017 at 7.30 pm, Friockheim Primary School. 
 

https://survery.napier.ac.uk/n/LILDEM.aspx

