
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE  

    LUNANHEAD AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

     HELD AT ST MARGARET’S HALL  

      ON WEDNESDAY 2 MAY 2018 

  Present     Mr Jeremy Gow  Chairman 

    Mr Fred Hudghton 

    Mr Scott McIntosh 

    Mrs Avril Martin 

    Ms Julie Philips 

    Mr Ken Stewart 

    Mr David Conran-Smith   Secretary 

  In attendance    Councillor Lynne Devine 

  Apologies were received from Councillors Maclaren and Davy 

Item 1 Welcome by the Chairman 

The Chairman welcomed everyone warmly to the meeting and reminded us that it being our AGM 
there would be a lot of important work to get through.   He added that an important item on the 
Agenda was the matter of the plan by the Council to reintroduce car parking charges.  He added that 
although it was disappointing that neither Ian Maclaren nor Braden Davy were able to join us he was 
glad that Lynne had been able to attend our AGM. 

Item 2 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and the Last AGM 

Neither the previous meeting nor last year’s AGM had generated any particular actions.  At the AGM 
the Secretary had commented on the difficulty of getting through to the ACCESS point, the line 
invariably being very busy.  Lynne would see if the situation had been resolved. The Secretary had 
been pleased to see in the local press that thanks largely to Lynne greater control of the speed of 
traffic through Lunanhead could be expected in due course with the incorporation of a 40 mph 
buffer between Whitehills and the entry to the village.   Though we should not be holding our breath 
it was at least a recognition of what had for some time been for the people of Lunanhead a very real 
problem.  At the last meeting we had agreed that we should at a subsequent meeting re-address the 
possibility of giving further support to local ventures and initiatives.  Last year we had supported the 
Flower Show with the purchase of a banner to advertise its coming. Further suggestions for support 
should be considered at our next meeting. 

Item 3   Reports of the Office Bearers. 

The Chairman felt that the year had been successful with once again the outstanding event being the 
Lighting of the Christmas Tree.  He had been delighted with the reinstitution of the Annual Meetings 
of Community Councillors with Angus Councillors and also felt that the meeting of a few community 
councillors with our local MP, Ms Kirstene Hayr, had been generally informative for both her and as 
an exchange of views and ideas for those attending.  The meeting had discussed in the main the car 
parking charge scheme, community policing and local crime levels and the poor broad band 
connectivity in the glens.  He concluded his report with his thanks to Lynne for the work that she and 
the other councillors did on our behalf.  It was generally agreed that without their presence the 
value of our meetings would be vastly reduced. 



The Secretary echoed the remarks above of the Chairman.  He added how pleased he was that we 
had been able to attract into the CC two relatively young and vital new members, Julie a few years 
ago and Scott at the start of last year.  We still need more of their like;  they are our future life 
blood.  It had been good to welcome to our last meeting the new Community Police Inspector.  
Further such visitors would always be beneficial and the Secretary would see what he could come up 
with for further meetings.  He felt that the scarcity of Council funds would prove to be an ever 
growing difficulty, with the reintroduction of car park charging being stark evidence of that.   He had 
always felt that free parking was one enormous plus for those living under the benevolent umbrella 
of Council care and to see that removed was a shock.   It would good if some of the income from the 
scheme could be used to do more for the general state of the county’s roads;   sadly it seemed likely 
that it was already earmarked for other things.  The need for a greater engagement of the 
Community Council with the community it served was fundamental to our being.  This thought led 
on to a general discussion and to Lynne posing the question:  “What do Communities actually 
want?”  It was a sad fact of life that every community had a proportion of totally disinterested 
people who had no wish to be involved in anything or with anyone else and probably possessed little 
pride in environment or place – hence untidy gardens, road side litter, petty vandalism.  It was 
considered that a possible vehicle towards our greater involvement with the community would be a 
barbeque for the village.  We would discuss this at our next meeting.      

The Treasurer had prepared her Statement of Income and Expenditure for the past year which 
showed a balance of £1,044.10.  It had been audited by Ian Brodie.  There being no questions the 
Chairman thanked Avril for her work over the year, invariably calmly and efficiently carried out. 

Item 4  Demit of Current Office Bearers 

It was proposed by Julie Philips and seconded by Scott McIntosh that the three Office Bearers should 
remain in post for a further year and with each of the three expressing their willingness to do so and 
there being no objections to their re-election the proposal was carried.   Julie would continue to deal 
with Planning matters and Fred, with assistance from Scott, with communications.  In the absence of 
Jeremy Gow, Ken would act as Chairman if necessary at further meetings.    

Item 5 Input of the Councillors 

Lynn had a few items of news that she was able to share with us.  Firstly, she reported that the 
Leader of the Council, Councillor Bob Myles, would shortly be standing down.  This was an important 
role which would require filling before the Summer recess in July.  There followed some general 
discussion in which we learnt that the land infilling site beside Gowanbank was now full and 
henceforth general waste would be incinerated. This meant that income from landfill had now 
ceased.  There was general concern expressed about the difficulty that some householders still 
experienced in deciding what was and what was not recyclable.  Local littering and fly-tipping 
remained a problem which seemed likely to remain difficult to control.  A local resident had 
complained to Lairds about the mess caused by their lorries  on the pavement beside the main road 
through the village which Lairds had promptly promised to tidy up.    Lynne mentioned that the 
Forfar Gala week scheduled for 17 – 24 June would start with a fun activities day beside the loch on 
Sunday 17th.   One bit of good news was that work would shortly be starting on the building of a new 
hotel complex by the Glamis roundabout.  This Marsden Group enterprise was expected to be of 
great benefit to Forfar’s economy. Notable improvements to Forfar’s general appearance included 
the work completed around the Castle Hill viewfinder and also, although its date had slipped rather, 
the near completion of the old Academy site with its incorporated large number of flats and houses.  
The Chairman thanked Lynne for once again her useful review of recent council sponsored activities. 

 

 



Item 6 Council Car Parking Charges 

The Secretary hoped that members had been able to consider the implications of the re-introduction 
of car parking charges within the Angus burghs.   Although it was not difficult to see how the ever 
greater difficulty the Council was experiencing with meeting its financial obligations made this move 
not unexpected it was generally agreed that its implementation needed to take into consideration 
the effect it would have on the burghs’ residents and retailers and businesses.  There had already 
been seen a need for those people shopping and otherwise doing business in parking controlled 
streets to have a grace period free of charge but the 15 minute period offered by the Council was 
viewed generally as quite insufficient.  Also it appeared essential that retailers and business 
employees and residents affected by parking restrictions outside their premises and thus required to 
leave their vehicles in long stay off street parking areas should be allocated sensibly priced annual 
permits;  at the moment it appeared that this could be charged at a rate equivalent to the minimum 
daily charge of £4 which for a 250 week working year would work out at £1,000.  Presumably the 
permit would be priced rather less than that.  There was also the pricing of permits for contractors 
carrying out work in parking controlled streets.  Presumably the cost of these would ultimately be 
passed onto the owners of the premises being worked on;  it was hoped that the pricing for these 
would be rather less than the hourly parking £1 per hour rate. 

The Secretary said that he would feed as much as possible of the above considerations into his 
response to the Consultation  questionnaire and would also perhaps follow that response up with a 
short letter expressing our concerns to the Infrastructure Service Leader Mr Walter Scott who it 
appeared might be handling the responses.  

Item 7  AOCB 

There being no planning matters or other competent business that required our attention and after 
the Secretary had set out as follows the dates of our planned meetings throughout the year ahead 
the Chairman closed the meeting shortly after 9 pm. 

Meeting Dates:  20th June, 8th August, 18th  October, 28th November, 6th February, 1st May (AGM) 

 

 

Mr Jeremy Gow 

Chairman                                                                                                                                                                 


