
     DRAFT MINUTE of the meeting held on Tuesday, 1st May 2018 at the Arbroath Academy 

Present:  

Members: Marc Ritchie, Sandy Beedie, Ian Adair, Lyndee Adair, Morag Lindsay, Lesley Nicol and Jim Shaw. 

Minute Secretary: Joy Mitchell 

Local Councillors: Cllr Richard Moore and Cllr Lois Speed 

Community Police: Sgt Campbell (part) 

In attendance: Rachel Green, Participatory Budgeting (PB) Specialist (part) and 13 members of the public. 

 

Meeting: 

1. Welcome and Apologies: The Chair welcomed those present and introduced Rachel Green who will give an update on 

progress of Mini Public section of PB project later in the meeting. 

Apologies: Community Councillors, Ian Cameron, Maureen Beedie, Kat Hamilton and Emma Parsons. Cllr Brenda Durno, 

Cllr David Fairweather, Cllr Alex King and Cllr Derek Wann.  

 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting: Date of next meeting to be amended to 1 May. Otherwise, with no changes required to 

the draft Minutes, Lesley Nicol proposed, Ian Adair seconded and the CC agreed that the April 2018 Minutes be 

approved. 

 

3. Matters Arising: –  

Item 3 – Lack of Police attendance at recent CC meetings - Sgt Campbell was present at this meeting. 

Item 5 – Noise pollution at recycling centres – Sandy Beedie to attend residents meeting with Angus Council on 21 May. 

Item 6 – Contact details of Marywell and Inverkeillor residents – Cllr Durno will forward to Chair  

Item 10 – Police Report – has now been received and will be uploaded to Angus Council Website asap. 

Item 11 ii) - Rosewell Place bin for dog waste – Cllr Wann expected to reply to Chair in the next week. 

 

4. Participatory Budgeting – Update on Mini Public project: –  

Rachel Green explained that she is working with people in Arbroath who do not usually participate with local 

government to help them learn how the local government council budgets work. A cross section of 15 people have 

agreed to participate and recruitment of some younger participants is ongoing. The Group will work with Angus Council 

Finance Department and meet with elected members and will receive shopping vouchers for their participation.  Rachel 

emphasised that this is the first mini public of this kind so there is national interest on how it is received. The Chair 

thanked Rachel for the update and Rachel left the meeting. 
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5. Police Report   

i) April Report 

The Chair confirmed that the most recent police report had been circulated to CC members and would be uploaded to 

Angus Community Councils website https://anguscommunitycouncils.wordpress.com/community-council-

minutes/royal-burgh-of-arbroath/ . Sgt Campbell advised that 203 crimes had been recorded in the reporting period, a 

significant reduction from the previous period.  The number of assaults had reduced significantly following increased 

police presence in and around nightclubs. Thefts are also down and Community Police Officers have been giving talks in 

schools following a thefts of bicycle thefts. Lots of police work had been going on recently to deal with issue of breakins 

and there have been no reported breakins during this reporting period. 

 

ii) Youth Annoyances 

Sgt Campell explained that government policy is to decriminalise children with prosecutions being made only in extreme 

cases. Having a criminal record would make it difficult for youngsters to get work when they leave school and that 

would lead to future problems.  However, following recent issues with groups of youths in Arbroath, a multi agency 

strategy using different processes including reporting to the Reporter had resulted in 70% drop in antisocial reports. 

Reports of egg and stone throwing had also reduced dramatically. 

During a discussion on schoolchildren behaviour during breaks, Sgt Campbell advised that following consultation with 

schools, the schools had agreed to take responsibility and deal with issues during the school day. Therefore, issues 

during breaks should be reported to the school concerned. Outwith school hours, any issues should be reported to the 

police. 

 

iii) Speeding/Anti Social Motoring 

St Vigeans, Woodville Fues, Hospitalfield, Westway and other areas being monitored when manpower is available and 

he is working on a process map on how to use anti social legislation to deal with antisocial motoring (loud music, noisy 

exhausts etc). 

Sgt Campbell confirmed that the police can act on information from a single witness and encouraged people to note 

registration numbers, take photos of anti social behaviour.  This will help police to identify issues and issue warnings at 

first. Repeat offenders can have their car removed.       

 

iv) Telephone Voucher Scam 

Police are currently widely publicising a voucher fraud where scammers target the elderly. Scammers call saying they 

are from police, HMRC, charity etc and convince people to buy I-Tunes vouchers – once voucher number given to 

callers, money is spent almost immediately and is not traceable. Local stores have been contacted and warned about 

scams.  Some stores have already intervened in suspicious circumstances. 

 

v) Reporting and Response 

While acknowledging that callers may not get an immediate response, Sgt Campbell encouraged the reporting of all 

crimes/concerns because each call is logged. It may be a long lead in, but accumulation of reports gives police the bigger 

picture and lets them know where to direct their attention – if police don't know about, they can't deal with it. 

https://anguscommunitycouncils.wordpress.com/community-council-minutes/royal-burgh-of-arbroath/
https://anguscommunitycouncils.wordpress.com/community-council-minutes/royal-burgh-of-arbroath/


Sgt Campbell also encouraged the use of social media for information about latest issues and police advice.  

The Chair thanked Sgt Campbell for taking the time to the meeting and giving an update on current issues in Arbroath. 

Sgt Campbell left the meeting. 

 

6. Local Councillor Update  

Cllr Lois Speed: 

 Communities Committee have approved speed humps for Gallowden Road and Gallowden Crescent. 

 Continuing to help set up Wardykes Community Group 

 Supporting individuals who have ideas to improve Arbroath, early stages and introducing them to people who 

can help. 

 Attended Consultation on future of dual carriageway.  Feeding back to authorities that consultation seemed to 

be held at very short notice and many people were unaware it was happening. However, those who attended 

were pleased to be allowed a say in the process.  Cllr Speed stressed that if the proposed changes go ahead, 

they would be funded by central government and would not affect Angus Council Funding. 

 Continuing to deal with concerns about effects of proposed introduction of parking charges.   

 Angus Council Digital Strategy – has flagged that not everyone has online access and having difficulties making 

payments and cannot participate in online consultations. Discussions are ongoing. 

 Attended Public Protection Conference. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Cllr  Richard Munro: 

 Letham dog fouling – has received spray to mark dog mess in order to highlight the extent of the issue. 

 Recent events attended: Froick Hub, ANZAC Day ceremony, Seagreen Windfarm presentation, Air Museum in 

Montrose, Trading Standards Governance Board 

 Current dealing with: Woodville Fues speeding, Development on East Muirland Road, Fraser Path, Bloomfield 

Road, Licencing for MoFest 

  Cllr Moore is now Angus Council Tree Champion and working with Woodland Trust. Cllr Moore advised that in 

order to create a Centenary Wood – where land is provided the Woodland Trust will provide and plant trees. 

 Millenium Wood – a member of the public advised that it is not in good condition.  ACTION: Cllr Moore to 

investigate. 

 

7. Correspondence; Bloomfield Road Garages   

The Chair welcomed a group of local residents who currently rent garages in Bloomfield Road from Angus Council and 

were concerned about the lack of consultation regarding proposed demolition of the garages and the increased parking 

congestion that would follow.  Residents had received letters from Angus Council advising them that the garages are to 

be demolished as part of a regeneration programme and that they should empty their garage and return the keys by 6 

May. 

While agreeing to take up the cause, Cllr Speed advised that such decisions are made by Council officers and are not 

voted on by elected officials at Committee. 



Cllr Moore researched West Arbroath Regeneration Report during the meeting and advised that there was no mention 

of the Bloomfield Road Garages being demolished. 

ACTION: Chair to forward a copy of letters the tenants had received to Cllr Moore and Cllr Speed 

ACTION:  Cllr Speed to work to answer list of queries passed to her by residents. 

ACTION: Cllr Moore to urgently contact relevant departments within Angus Council and advise Chair of outcome. 

 

8. Participatory Budgeting (PB) Update  

Following results of the public vote on 10 March, the 4 projects with the most votes (see below) are being actioned.  The 

Notice Boards have been ordered already and delivery is expected on 8 May. 

% 
age  

Description Details 

23% Create large community group 
noticeboard for Arbroath 

Install 3 x vandal proof noticeboards as follows:- 

 Beside phonebox on Queens Drive,  

 at the entrance to the Marine and  

 outside Santander beside Visit Scotland noticeboard on 
Market Place. 

Community Council to be responsible for content and upkeep. 

21% Install new modern bins in Arbroath Install 27 x new litter bins with linings and spares.  New bins will 
deter seagulls and have ashtrays on top.  They will be painted 
maroon in a coastal coating to help prevent rust. 
Full list of locations yet to be decided. The intention is for most to 
be in and around the High Street, Harbour and West Links. 

17% Create a map and booklet of Arbroath  50,000 map/booklets to be produced and supplied over 2 years.  
Contents will include a map of Arbroath and detail local attractions 
in Arbroath and surrounding areas (up to approx 90 minutes drive 
from the town). Contents not yet decided, all suggestions welcome. 

15% Improve the signage for Applegate - 
High Street walkway 

1 x large arch beside cycle racks.  Arch will say "Welcome to 
Arbroath High Street".   

Responding to a query from a member of the public regarding the choice of projects, the Chair advised that Systra had 

produced a list of possible projects from the Accessibility Study carried out in 2017.  Projects which are Local authority 

legally obliged requirements were disregarded and only non obligatory requirements were included in PB grant 

application. 

ACTION: Chair to ensure updates on progress of the projects are communicated via local press and social media. 

 

9. Christmas Lights Update 

i) Fundraising events 

Sandy Beedie advised fundraising events are being arranged as follows:- 

26 May – Back to the 80's disco in Buick Lounge – tickets now on sale and available from CC members. 

Details to be finalised: 

16 June – Bingo night; 6 July  - Race Night (Cllr Fairweather finalising arrangements); 12 October – Danny Laverty 

Concert; Date tba – Magic show. 

 

ii) Bank Account 

Sandy Beedie advised that a separate bank account would be opened for Christmas Lights funds as soon as TSB's current 

computer system issues have been resolved.    



 

10.  The Treasurers Report – figures as per AGM Account as of the 1 May 2018 is £58225.36 which is mostly money 

from the £62,000 Communities’ Choices grant for the Participatory Budgeting Project.  

 

11 AOCB  

i) Boundary Fences – Devondale scheme  

A member of the public explained that they were having difficulty getting Angus Council to respond to their concerns 

about the condition of the boundary fences. 

ACTION: Chair to contact the Housing Department 

ACTION:  Cllr Moore to speak on behalf of the residents. 

 

ii) PB Voting Day Leaflets  

 Discussions ongoing with company regarding recouping cost of delivery for the leaflets which had not been delivered. 

 

12. Planning – No planning applications requiring discussion at this meeting. 

 

13. Date of next meeting – The next public meeting will take place on Tuesday 5 June 2018 at 7pm at Arbroath 

Academy. A notice will be placed in the library, in the local papers and on the Arbroath & District Community Councils 

Facebook page.  


