
The Royal Burgh of Forfar Community Council 

Minutes of meeting 19 April 2018 at Forfar Community Campus. 

Present:  

Community Councillors: - Ian Whyte (IW), Tom O’Brien (TOB), Catriona McNicoll (CMcN), Eleanor Feltham 

(EF), Charlotte Douglas (CD), Jim McMillan (JM), Avril Simpson (AS) and Robin Wardhaugh (DRW)  

Minute Secretary: - Joy Mitchell 

Angus Councillors: - Cllr Colin Brown, Cllr Brendan Davy, Cllr Lynne Devine and Cllr Ian McLaren 

Others present: - 7 members of the public (including 6 Forfar small business managers/representatives). 

1. Welcome & Apologies 
IW welcomed all to the meeting and advised that he would be chairing this meeting and thanked all 
present for taking the time to attend the meeting. 
Apologies have been received from Community Councillors Linda Clark (LC), Elaine Cruickshank (EC), Ian 
Dickson (ID) and James Gray-Cheape (JGC). 
 
2. Minutes from previous Meeting 
There were no amendments to the draft March Minutes. IW proposed, TOB seconded and the CC agreed 
that the Minutes of the March meeting be approved. 
 
3. Matters arising  
Item 2 – CPR Training 
TOB advised that he awaiting dates from Fire Brigade. 
 
Item 5 iv) Remuneration of Minutes Secretary 
TOB advised that Agreement has been drawn up and signed. 
 
Item 10 (iii) Forfar Rotary tree planting at the Loch   
RW thanked the Rotary Club for arranging the tree planting and Cllr Devine thanked the Community 
Council for making this a joint venture. 
 
4. Chair Report 
i) Forfar Funding Scheme 
Pilot meeting had taken place on Thurs 27 March to discuss how CC money could be spent in Forfar and it 
had been agreed to make £3500 available through small grants.  A press release and application form have 
been drafted.  After a short discussion, minor changes were made to the wording of the documents. 
ACTION: TOB to upload application form to CC Facebook page. 
ACTION: IW to arrange for press release to be published in Forfar Dispatch and The Courier. 
 
5. Proposed Reintroduction of Car Parking Charges in Angus 
The Chair welcomed Forfar small business managers/representatives who were in attendance to express 
their concerns about the potential negative effects on their businesses of Angus Council intention to 
reintroduce car parking charges later in the year. 
The Chair advised that he had already visited 92 small traders in Angus to gauge opinion on the effect of 
parking charges and reported that 90% expected this would have a detrimental effect on their business. 
TOB advised that he had received a letter from Angus Council stating that "Charges are being reintroduced 
to allow the council to protect vital services across our communities at a time of radical reductions to local 
authority funding." A public consultation process is underway with an online survey which closes on 8 May 
2018. https://www.angus.gov.uk/have_your_say/current_consultations  

https://www.angus.gov.uk/have_your_say/current_consultations


Points raised during discussion on reintroduction of car parking charges:- 

 Forfar offers a unique shopping with numerous small independent retailers 

 Visitors should be encouraged to spend 5 or 6 hours exploring the town 

 In recent years, businesses have seen almost 30% increase in wage costs due to the introduction of 
minimum wage and pensions. However, footfall has not increased to cover these costs and small 
businesses are already feeling squeezed 

 Parking charges likely to erode current footfall and will put jobs at risk 

 Detrimental effects to healthcare appointments 

 Cars will park in other streets further from the High Street and cause congestion elsewhere 

 A large number of people travel to work in Forfar, parking charges too expensive for people who 
need to park daily 

 Impact on youngsters looking for work in Forfar – no Saturday jobs if shops can't afford to pay them 

 No evidence of any research on the effects of parking charges 

 Will any from money raised from parking on Common Good land would go be paid to Common 
Good Fund 

  
While accepting that reintroduction of parking charges may be unavoidable, retailers requested that Angus 
Council give the following "Wish List" serious consideration: - 

1. Free on street parking 30-45 minutes 
2. Affordable permits for staff (suggested £10 per week)  

 
Cllr Brown emphasised that no decision has been made and encouraged everyone to express their views 
individually through the online survey,  Cllr Davy confirmed that no decision has been made and advised 
that a huge range of options were up for consideration and Cllr Devine suggested retailers should attend 
Angus Council Communities meetings on 14 August & 25 September. 
ACTION: - TOB to respond to Angus Council with feedback.  
 
6. Secretary's Correspondence/Report 
i) Confirmation of Accounts had been received from Angus Council. 
 
ii) Angus Council are currently conducting a survey with a view to developing their strategy for delivering 
Community Justice in Angus so TOB has postponed writing to Community Justice regarding people serving 
Community Payback Orders doing litter pick-ups and vandalism clean ups until the survey has been 
completed.  
ACTION: TOB to circulate letter from Angus Council. 
 
iii) Speeding restrictions - new 40mph buffer zones have been approved at Gowanbank and Lunanhead. 
AS enquired about possible restriction on B1928 Welton Corner and Kingsmuir. Cllr McLaren advised that a 
constituent had already requested a 40mph limit at Kingsmuir on the approach from Letham and that he 
would bring both to the attention of Roads Dept. 
The Chair thanked the Councillors for their support and congratulated them on the successful outcome at 
Gowanbank and Lunanhead. 
 
iv) Kirstene Hair MP Working Party - 2nd meeting in October (TOM – I didn't catch what this was about) 
 
v) Pride in Place meeting – Chairman trying to widen out to community organisations to become a Member 
Officer Group (MOG). 
 
7. Treasurer report 
CMcN advised that main fundraising during the past year had been for Christmas lights, signage and 
banners on walls. Bank account balance is £6138.84 and CC are now looking for ways to finance 
community involved projects by awarding small grants as per item 4 i) of these Minutes. 



8. Police & Fire Service Reports 
8.1 Police Report 
Previous report been circulated and uploaded on Facebook on 23 March. April Report not yet received. 

 
8.2 Fire report 
No Fire report received this month. 
 
9. Local Councillor updates 
Cllr McLaren 
i) Viewmount Housing now complete, tenants have moved in and feedback received has been excellent.  
 ii) Chapel Park not yet finished, hopefully end of May. There followed some discussion on placement of bin 
recesses at the front of the development.  All agreed the recesses were better than seeing bins and Cllr 
McLaren advised that they should look better once complete. 
 
Cllr Devine 
i) Forfar Academy – new head teacher is focussing on attainment and things are improving. 
ii) Group Work - Has been working with Integrated Childrens Group, Child Poverty Action Group.  Welfare 
Rights are helping where they can.  Many of the difficulties are outwith Angus Council remit and the impact 
of Universal Credit on rent arrears is not yet known.  
iii) Litter & Plastics- Letters being delivered to local take-aways asking them to replace polystyrene 
containers and plastic cutlery with use recyclable containers and wooden forks.  
 
Cllr Brown 
i) Peter Reid Statue in Reid Park 
Bronze statue to be cleaned and base repointed. 
ii) Trees at Balmashanner War Memorial 
Cllr Brown in discussions to achieve acceptable cost to remove 9 trees obstructing the view at 
Balmashanner War Memorial. 
RW expressed strong objections to the 9 healthy trees being removed and after a short discussion it was 
agreed that his objections should be noted. 
 
Cllr Davy 
i) Recycling Centres 
People using Dundee recycling centres need a permit which allows 12 visits per year.  As a result, Dundee 
residents are using Angus recycling centres where no permits are required. Cllr Davy has asked Angus 
Council to look at implementing residency permits for Angus recycling centres. 
EF suggested that the soil container be moved to the leisure centre area in order to free up space.  
However, Cllr Devine advised that the container would still need to be staffed. 
 
10 AOCB 
i) Trees at Balmashanner 
RW reiterated his strong objections to 9 trees being removed. 
 
ii) Flytipping in Millennium Forrest 
ACTION: TOB to highlight map of area(s) affected and distribute before next meeting.  
 
iii) Litter Picks, Adopt a Street 
AS advised that she is continuing to pick up litter between Welton Corner and Forfar and would like to see 
a flower planter to be installed in the triangular area of waste ground beside speed signs at entrance to 
Forfar and suggested Forfar in Flower might be able to do this. 
Cllr Devine agreed to consider the possibility.  TOB suggested that AS could ask Forfar in Flower to apply for 
a small grant from CC. 



 
iv) Damaged Forfar sign on A926 joining A90 
Cllr McLaren to speak to Roads Department. 
 
Angus Councillors left the meeting.                   
  
11. Sub Group updates: 
11.1 Common Good Fund – Lead TOB – nothing to report 
 
11.2 Planning/Consultations - Lead EF 
Banner on Gable End, Thistle Bar, 199 East High Street – planning permission granted. Costs are being 
obtained from different companies to produce and erect large banners.  
 
11.3 PB/S.O.U.P – Lead IW - there has been minimal interest. This item to be removed from future 
agendas. 
 
11.4 Signage Group – Lead CD - nothing to report 
 
11.5 Forfar Funding scheme – Lead IW – progressing as per item 4 i) above. 
 
11.6 Council Buildings and Assets – LC proposed as Lead of this group. 
 
12. Planning Applications 
Westfield – Proposed residential development of 200-300 houses. 
Public Consultation has been arranged between 2-7pm on Wednesday 2 May in Lesser Reid Hall, Forfar. 
ACTION: TOB to circulate notification letter. 
 
Date and time of next meeting: 7.00 p.m. Thursday 17th May 2018 Venue Forfar Community Campus.  


