
MONTROSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

- Minutes of Meeting - 

29th May 2018 at 7.15pm 

Montrose Sports Centre 

PRESENT 

Ruth McGill, John Smith, Janet Cowan,  Margaret Robertson,  Councillor Ron Sturrock, Councillor Bill 

Duff, Ted Smith, John Wyber, David Wood, Frances McIntosh, William Nicol 

APOLOGIES 

Mark Cessford, Brian Johnston, Daniel Stuart, Councillor Tommy Stewart 

VISITORS 

Christine Garden, Paul Guthrie 

WELCOME & APOLOGIES 

John welcomed everyone to the meeting & Ruth read out the apologies. 

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING – 24/4/18 

Slight amendment with last month’s minutes - the printer of the newsletter is Addisons not Gibsons 

Proposed by Janet Cowan, 2nd Frances McIntosh 

ANGUS POLICE UPDATE 

The police were not in attendance however John read out some of the report which Ruth had sent 

out to everyone highlighting in Montrose there were 129 crimes reported and 70% were detected. 

These crimes range from vandalisms, theft, assault, anti-social behaviour, drugs and road traffic 

incidents.  Also Constable Hutchison and Buggins had their first mobile police surgery with the 

assistance of the council library van which was a huge success. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

There was no further correspondence other than the various emails Ruth had forwarded. 

TREASURERS REPORT 

Balance - £13,536.11 of which £5977.47 are for Christmas lights, £3629.28 flower project and 

£132.75 for Wild Flowers. £170.56 was put in from the coffee morning & £53.48 from donations. The 

money made from Mofest will go into the Christmas lights. Final amount still to be finalised. 

MATTERS ARISING 

A) Montrose in bloom - John reported this is going well at the moment as he’s working to full 

capacity on the circles. They are all containerised and the council will water them. 

Thereafter the maintenance will take some work. There have been a number of meetings 

taking place regarding the work to be done at the Bowling Green. Mark has been in 

discussions with Kilmac so these talks are on-going.  

 John was NOT happy that we’ve to pay the council £61 for use of the grass on the 

open day taking place on the 16th June!! This is an information day and not for profit 



making & he’s to fill in a form regarding Risk Assessment. Tea & coffee will be served 

& Margaret said she’d been offered cakes from the lady at the Pavillion. Councillor 

Duff going to see if he can speak to Kevin Robertson at the Parks Department about 

the charge as it seems excess for the amount of space John is actually using.  

        (Action BD) 

 Montrose in Bloom has been asked their advice on what’s best to plant at the War 

Memorial at the Academy & Sunnyside School. 

 John has written to Kevin at the Parks Department about the size of the trees up the 

high street as they are too big but as yet has heard nothing. 

 John also hoping to get schools involved with planting spring bulbs at Deans Park as 

the current daffodils don’t look the best the way they’re planted.  

B) Mofest Review – Ted reported back they had a very successful time at Mofest this year & 

have made over £500 (final amount to be finalised). They also had a good position this year 

as it wasn’t too noisy with bands playing nearby. 

C) Newsletter Review – 500 copies were printed and all costs were covered. Ted was able to 

hand out a number of them at Mofest and there’s been extremely positive feedback so far. 

Ted also managed to have extra copies run off and has a number of people asking if they can 

have adverts in the next edition. He’s as yet to find a main sponsor however there’s still time 

before the next edition is put together and distributed at the end of June.  

ANGUS COUNCILLORS UPDATE 

 Councillor Sturrock said all will be revealed next week as to the plans for the splash park and 

the disabled toilets will remain open. 

 The sale date has now passed for the Pavillion. 3 Commercial and 1 Community Project are 

in the final bids being processed. Hopefully not too long before we find out who has it. 

 The car parking report is due out 14th June so we will find out the plans for charges then. 

 A backing will be added to the murals on the spine road so the public can see them better. 

 The sea wall has now been repaired. 

 The hours have been increased at the Recycling centre – check the council website for times. 

 There have been very constructive meetings for Lamb Studio & should hopefully be open in 

the summer. 

AOCB 

 Ted enquired who the land train on wheels belonged to as its only seen in Arbroath. 

Wondered if it was also for use in Montrose, Brechin and the surrounding areas.  

 Ted commented about the amount of bird mess around the arches of the Townhouse and 

felt it should have been cleaned for Mofest. Bill Duff said these areas are power hosed 

regularly but difficult to keep on top off. Also the lane near Frosts is usually really bad for 

bird mess but this is privately owned and not for the council to clean. 

 Christine Garden (visitor to the meeting) met with Ally Hutchison regarding anti-social 

behaviour around Christies Lane area. He suggested she bring this up at the Community 

Council meeting but this is really a police and housing matter. Christine said she’d already 

reported it to Housing, Hillcrest and Tenancy Support as an elderly gentleman had a bottle 

dropped on his head and there’s so many needles lying around but so far nothing much has 

been done about this serious matter. She has been using her sons needle dispenser to 

dispose of the needles incase any children pick them up. We suggested trying housing etc 

again and speaking to the access office to report the seriousness of this situation. 



 Christine also said there’s been an increase in fly tipping and dog mess at the links opposite 

the caravan park and nothing seems to be done about this either. Again we suggested 

contacting the access office and ensuring she gets a reference number so this can be 

followed up on. 

 It was asked if it was possible to place dog bag dispensers onto fences incase any dog 

walkers are caught short they can clear up the mess. Apparently this has been tried but sadly 

they are vandalised, however Bill Duff said he’ll ask again if it would be possible to have 

more suitable dispensers put in various places.     (Action BD) 

 A number of cars are speeding up and down Christies Lane now the speed bumps have been 

removed. Bill Duff said he’d make enquiries as to why they’re no longer there. (Action BD) 

 Ruth asked who has keys for the community council notice board – William has 2 and 

Margaret Robertson has 1. 

 William was sent a message from a mother whose daughter was hit by a van at South Esk 

School. The police are aware of this and talks are taking place between them, the 

headmaster and council about speed bumps and parking around that area. Bill Duff said all 

schools should ideally have speed bumps around them but do have a 20mph sign but this is 

obviously being ignored. 

 Margaret asked if a Transport Rep could come to a meeting one month as the X7 buses are 

unsuitable for people with disabilities with only 2 downstairs seats being available, very high 

steps to get upstairs and unsafe for young children with regards to the positioning of the 

toilets having no safety bar across the top, someone could easily fall down them. The timings 

of local buses are also not suitable for most routes so it would be good to speak to a rep 

from them also. Bill Duff said he’d contact Stagecoach to see if there’s been other problems 

with the X7 and John will also see if someone could attend a meeting.       (Action JS & BD) 

John thanked everyone for their input and attending tonight’s meeting. 

 

 

Meeting closed – 8.25pm 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING – TUESDAY 26th JUNE 

7.15pm 

 

 

 

 


