
 DRAFT    INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL.    
Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 19th February 2018 at Inglis Memorial Hall, Edzell. 

 
1.  Present:    Alan Budge (Chairman), Claire Wilson (Secretary), Patrick Ford (Planning Liaison), Emily 
MacSporran (Treasurer), Judith Gallacher, Gus Leighton, Ann Johnson. 
 
In attendance: Cllr Bob Myles, Cllr Kenny Braes, Cllr Gavin Nicol, Special Constable Martin, Sergeant 
Renilson, Constable Conboy and 3 members of the public. 
 
Apologies: Ken Goddard, Lesley Anderson. 
 
2.  The minutes of the last meeting were approved and will now be posted on the website.   
                  Action: Claire Wilson 
 
3. Police Report 
Special Constable Martin and colleagues attended the meeting to update the Community Council on local 
issues.   
The Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in the area is going well. 
Edzell – a meeting was held with all the local co-ordinators 
Glen Lethnot has formed their Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and Menmuir are having a meeting at the 
beginning of March to learn more about running a rural Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. 
Hare Coursing continues to be an issue and the Police are encouraging people to report anything 
suspicious to 101.   
The Curling Pond shed on the Muir in Edzell has been broken into and although there is nothing of value 
held within it there are signs that youths are using it to shelter in – litter and evidence of a fire being lit.  
The Police will contact Ron Caithness to ask him to secure the shed. 
The Local Police Officers hope to increase their foot patrols within Edzell as staffing and incidents allow. 
 
4. Treasurers Report 
Opening bank balance                                                      £864.05             
Sale of 40 Selecta DNA kits                                              £800.00 
Payment to C Wilson for secretarial fees                        £30.00 
Donation to The Cottage, Edzell                                          £5.00 
Closing bank balance                                                      £1629.05 
 
Alan will give Ann a Selecta DNA kit for her donation 
                           Action: Alan 
5. Recurring items 
Inglis Memorial Hall (IMH) 
It has now been established from the Angus Council legal team that the IMH is held as a ring-fenced asset 
in the Angus Council Charitable Trust, which is a registered charity. The IMH is managed on a day-to-day 
basis by ANGUSalive, also a registered charity, under an arrangement with Angus Council as trustee of the 
Charitable Trust.  This will be helpful information if any local group wishes to take over the running of the 
IMH. However, it is clear from an Asset Management Plan prepared by Angus Council that there are very 
substantial future repair costs to be taken into account, as well as significant annual running costs.  Cllr 
Myles stated that the Council would be happy to speak to any group who would be willing to take over the 
running.   
 
Removal of Payphones in area 
Patrick has forwarded the information/contract to the Brechin Health Care Group as requested.  The 
information regarding the Edzell Phone Box adoption has already been forwarded to EVIS. 
 
Buskhead Bridge 
There had been a meeting of the Working Group prior to the meeting.   
There is currently a provisional plan in place to repair the bridge, but the question of its long-term upkeep 
and management is proving more problematic.  The idea has been floated that it should become a 



‘community bridge’ and the question arises of what community organisation should own and manage the 
bridge on behalf of the community. One suggestion was that the Glenesk Trust (who currently run The 
Retreat) might take on the role.  There were members of the Glenesk Trust board at the meeting and it 
was decided that the Working Group would attend the next Glenesk Trust board meeting with a 
presentation regarding the Buskhead Bridge and the proposal for the Trust to take it on.                                                
Action: Working Group                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                        
Edzell Arch  
No update 
                                                                                                                            
River Path 
Council Engineer has still to perform a site visit.             Action: Alan  
 
Defibrillators 
No update.  Alan will chase up.               Action: Alan 
          
Tarfside Campsite 
No update from Ken.  Richard Cooke (Dalhousie Estates) attended the meeting and was interested to hear 
of the issues at the Camp Site (the field is owned by Dalhousie Estates and has been used for camping, at 
no cost, for many years).  He will take the suggestion of “take litter home” and some camp rules signs back 
to the Estate.  He will monitor the situation and if residents continued to be inconvenienced then the 
campsite may need to be closed. 
                                                           Action: Ken 
Cattle Raik 
No update. However, Cllr Myles did state that there was a new Legal Officer in place who wished the 
situation to be resolved as soon as possible. 
 
 
6. Planning and CNP Report 
Patrick highlighted various points from the Planning and CNP Report circulated to ICC members before the 
meeting (see Attachment 1: copies of the Report were also distributed at the meeting). 
There were three planning applications for consideration for the ICC area since the last meeting.  All were 
deemed uncontroversial. 
 
Proposed Glendye Wind Farm (www.glendyewindfarm.co.uk) 
There were no urgent issues to be discussed.  The meeting provisionally planned for 20th February 2018 at 
Strachan Village Hall had been postponed. 
 
CNP 
The Main Issues Report for CNP Local Development Plan 2020 had been issued for consultation, with a 
deadline for comments of 2 March 2018.  Patrick asked ICC members to e-mail any comments to him 
regarding this as soon as possible. He would then incorporate them into a response on behalf of the ICC. 
 
Edzell and area as Eastern Gateway to the Cairngorm National Park (CNP) 
A ‘Pre-strategy meeting’ for businesses and community organisations to discuss this project was held on 
Tuesday 30 January 2018 at 1900h at The Cottage, Edzell. A Bullet-point Summary of discussions is 
provided (Attachment 2).  David Turner of The Burn has offered to host a business meeting of potential 
Project Group members and it was agreed that Patrick should contact David Turner to accept his kind 
offer as a final push by the ICC to take this project forward to a point at which it can be taken over by an 
autonomous group of local businesses/community organisations. 
                                                                                                                                                       Action: Patrick 
7. Ward Councillors’ Report 
Cllr Nicol has been attending the Tayside Joint Valuation Board meetings and there had been some 
discussion that they would close the offices within Perth and Forfar and move all staff to Dundee.  
However, he was glad to report that the Dundee and Perth were now moving to the Forfar Office thus 
bringing jobs to the area. 

file:///C:/Users/cwilson/AppData/Local/Users/cwilson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/SRZ1VVA9/www.glendyewindfarm.co.uk


Cllr Braes discussed the Local School Review which would look at all the school provision within Angus.   
The Edzell Locality is the first area to be reviewed (26th February to 20th April 2018) and they are currently 
looking at potentially closing Lethnot, Tarfside (both currently moth-balled due to no pupils attending) 
and Stracathro.  This would mean an increase in the number of pupils attending Edzell Primary School.   A 
lengthy discussion took place between the ICC, local Councillors and a local Inchbare resident whose 
children currently attend Stracathro School. She was given time to explain why she felt that Stracathro 
School remaining open not only benefited the children who attend but to the whole rural community.   
The implications to the increase to Edzell Primary’s capacity was also discussed.   The Councillors 
explained that there would be public consultation events however, there were no dates available for 
these yet.  It was agreed that this item would be added to the Agenda for March when more details may 
be available with the potential for the ICC to submit a letter of concern regarding any closures. 
Cllr Myles stated that all areas within Angus would be reviewed and any school closures would need to be 
ratified by the Scottish Government.  He also commented that he thoroughly enjoyed a recent production 
performed by Edzell and Stracathro Schools   
There will be an Employable Me day held at Brechin Community Campus aiming to give pupils an insight 
into jobs they may wish to be employed in.   
The Budget setting is currently in progress.  Angus Council need to make 18 million pounds in savings so 
there will be difficult decisions ahead. 
Poor Rural Broadband Connectivity is currently being looked at by the Scottish Government.  Mhairi 
Gougeon (Evans) MSP is holding a workshop on the 26th February in Brechin.   
Cllr Myles also stated that there was an interesting article in an Italian magazine showing Edzell with the 
town they are twinned with in Italy.                                                                           Action:  Claire                                                                                                                                 
 
8. Correspondence 
No correspondence. 

 
 
10. AOCB 
Gannochy Bridge 
A local resident attended the meeting with concerns regarding the speed in which vehicles travelled over 
the Gannochy Bridge.  This area is especially popular with pedestrians at the weekends due to the 
beautiful walks in the area and as there is no footpath it means that they are walking on the road.  There 
was a recent accident when a car overturned on the Bridge.  There was a discussion regarding traffic 
lights, priority arrows and other traffic calming measures.  It was suggested that the ICC contact the 20’s 
Plenty Group and Craig Hudson (Angus Council Roads Department) to get some advice/suggestion.  
                                                                                                                                                        Action: Alan 
 
Hall Hire 
The booking for the Inglis Hall is now made through the Arbroath ANGUSalive Office who are charging the 
ICC for use.  It was agreed that the ICC should continue to use the Hall and pay any costs.  Claire will 
contact ANGUSalive to make sure they are being charged the Local Rate and will forward the information 
to Emily to get a cheque generated for payment.  It was agreed that meetings would then be kept to a 
strict 2-hour limit (1915-2115hr).                                                                                                          Action: Claire 
 
Pirner’s Brig 
It has been brought to the ICC’s attention that people are taking their rubbish from home and dumping it 
into the industrial bins at Pirner’s Brig (a camp site approximately 2 miles out of Edzell on the Lethnot 
Road) and if the bin is full they are leaving it at the side of the bin.  A short discussion followed on whether 
the bin should be removed however due to time constraints no decision was taken.  To be added to the 
Agenda for March meeting.                                                                                                             Action: Claire
                                                   
                           
 
 
 

Next Meeting: Monday 19th March 2018 at 1930hrs in Inglis Memorial Hall, Edzell. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment 1 
 
INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Planning and CNP Report for Meeting to be held on Monday 19 February 2018 
 

Angus Council: Planning applications for ICC area notified since last report 
 

 18/00042/FULL – The Sidings, Inchbare, Edzell, Brechin, DD9 7QJ – Erect Single-Storey 
Extension to accommodate Enlarged Utility Room, Shower Room and Car Port. Alter Kitchen 
and Living Area Fenestration – no reason to comment – awaiting decision 

 18/00023/PRIORN – Invermark, Glen Esk – Prior Notification for Forestry-related Building 
Works (Non-residential) [formation of new tracks to facilitate new planting scheme] – no 
reason to comment – awaiting decision 

 18/00011/FULL – Welding Shed, [Mill of Aucheen, Millden], Glen Esk – Proposed Conversion 
of Existing Welding Shed/Barn to form Beaters Accommodation (Re-Application) – no reason 
to comment – approved subject to conditions 

 

Angus Council: Progress/outcome of selected applications for ICC area previously reported 
 

 17/01029/FULL – Mains of Edzell Farm, Edzell – Erection of Two Farm Buildings and 
Formation of New Access – neutral comment submitted by ICC re potential light pollution – 
awaiting decision 

 17/01009/FULL – Buskhead, Glen Esk, Brechin, DD9 7YU – Retrospective Approval of Garage 
Block – no reason to comment – approved 

o NB: Application linked to Enforcement case 17/00093/BREACH – Development of 
Properties and Site not in accordance with approved Planning Permission 
12/00193/FULL – no reason to comment beyond previous ICC contact with 
enforcement officer – pending consideration 

 17/00957/FULL – Mill of Brathinch, Brathinch, Brechin, DD9 7QZ – Proposed Alterations and 
Extension to Dwellinghouse (Triple Garage Extension) – no reason to comment – approved 

 17/00931/FULL – 5 East Mains, Edzell, Brechin, DD9 7WE – Erection of House and Garage– 
no reason to comment – approved subject to conditions 

 

Cairngorms National Park 
 

 Planning:  
o No new CNP planning application call-ins for ICC area notified 
o Main Issues Report for CNP Local Development Plan 2020 issued for consultation: see 

www.cairngorms.co.uk/consultation/MIR: deadline for comments 2 March 2018; 
PJF attended Drop-in and Round Table Session, 6 February 2018, Braemar, and to 
submit comments for ICC 

o Next meetings of AoCC and Planning Representatives Network fixed for 21 March 
2018 at The Lecht; PJF to attend 

 Angus Council/ICC liaison with CNPA: 
o Edzell as Eastern Gateway to CNP – Pre-strategy meeting for businesses and 

community organisations held on Tuesday 30 January 2018 at 1900h at The Cottage, 
Edzell – Bullet-point Summary attached. Offer from David Turner of The Burn to host 
business meeting of potential Project Group members – further action from ICC?? 

 

Aberdeenshire Council: Glendye Wind Farm Proposal 
 (This entry carried forward unchanged from Planning and CNP Report for 15 January 2018) 
 

http://www.cairngorms.co.uk/consultation/MIR


 ‘Communities of Interest’ representatives met 11 December 2017, Mearns Community 
Campus, 2000h, to discuss community benefit (CB); PJF attended; see Overview of Meeting 
attached; also Overview of Meeting on 7 November 2017 (as previously circulated), including 
Appendix 1 (CB Distribution Flow Chart), Appendix 2 (Communities of Interest map) and 
Appendix 3 (Notes of Previous Discussions) 

 For regulatory and policy framework see generally Scottish Government (SG) guidance per 
Local Energy Scotland (LES): good practice guidance on community benefits from onshore 

renewable energy developments, etc  
 Key points on Glendye CB to date: 

o ‘Chinese wall’ between Planning and CB  
o Annual CB payments voluntary but development partners Coriolis Energy and ESB 

undertake to pay at rate recommended by SG (£5k pa per installed MW) 
o Feughdee West CC (FWCC) and Mearns CC (MCC) treated by Coriolis and ESB as ‘lead’ 

communities of interest, as directly impacted if development proceeds: site location 
within FWCC boundaries, access impacts MCC; ICC to share in MCC allocation in 
recognition of indirect (visual) impact on ICC area, esp Glen Esk 

o Proposed CB arrangements per Appendix 1 to Overview of Meeting of 7 Nov 2017 
1. £520k pa for 25 years (assuming 26 turbines @ 4 MW) 
2. 55% (£286k pa) to FWCC (+ Finzean + Banchory) 
3. 35% (£182k pa) to MCC (+ ICC) 
4. 10% (£52k pa) provisionally earmarked as (part) funding for Shared 

Ownership Opportunity (‘Shared Revenue Stream’) 
o Meeting of 11 December 2018 focused on Shared Ownership Opportunity;  

1. Max available community stake would be 10% of total investment (e.g., £10m 
if total investment £100m); smaller stake could be taken; 10% pa CB payment 
(£1.3m over 25 years) could go towards community stake but remaining 
funding to be raised by communities elsewhere (i.e., if £10m stake being 
taken, £8.7m to find); discussion of risks versus benefits, numerous questions 
referred back to Coriolis for clarification 

2. Option also discussed of declining Shared Ownership Opportunity and taking 
provisionally earmarked 10% (£52k pa) as straight CB payment for 
distribution on same basis as 90% (55%+35%) 

3. No discussion (yet) of annual CB payment distribution mechanisms and 
eligibility 

 Further CB meeting provisionally fixed for 20 February 2018, Strachan Village Hall, 1915h; to 
discuss Coriolis responses to questions raised on Shared Ownership (representatives of 
Coriolis and ESB may attend); distribution mechanisms and eligibility for ‘standard’ CB 
payments may also be discussed; PJF to attend 

 

Scottish Planning System Review 
Planning (Scotland) Bill published 4th December 2017, proposing changes to Scottish planning 
system: see http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/106768.aspx . Bill currently 
at Stage 1 of parliamentary process. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.localenergyscotland.org/good-practice/onshore-community-benefit/
http://www.localenergyscotland.org/good-practice/onshore-community-benefit/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/106768.aspx


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment 2 
 

Cairngorms National Park (CNP)– Edzell as Eastern Gateway 

Pre-strategy Meeting – Tuesday 30 January 2018 

Bullet-point Summary 

 

Background 

 Meeting hosted by Inveresk Community Council (ICC) 

 15 attended including presenters, covering spectrum of local government, business, community 

organisations/charities, land management interests 

 Presentations by Murray Ferguson, Director of Planning and Rural Development, CNP Authority 

(for Peter Crane, Head of Visitor Services) and Millie Clark, Sector Officer (Tourism), Angus 

Council; additional input by Cllr Ian McLaren, Angus Council representative on CNPA Board 

 Purpose of meeting – explore idea of ‘badging’ Edzell (and area) as eastern gateway to CNP to 

obtain benefit of strong brand image of CNP. 
 

Aim(s) 

 Level 1: benefit Edzell (and area) catering, accommodation and retail businesses by establishing 

Edzell as natural eastern base for CNP visits via Glen Esk. (Not primary aim to increase visitors to 

CNP via Glen Esk, though possible spin-off) 

 Level 2: benefit wider Angus Glens area by increasing visitor numbers/spend in partnership with 

Kirriemuir/Clova and others – CNP brand part of promotional mix. (Possible model: Tomintoul & 

Glenlivet partnership. Possible umbrellas: Angus Tourism Cooperative/Cairngorms Business 

Partnership (CBP). Possible capital project: CNP-related Visitor Centre in Edzell. Possible 

leisure/health spin-off benefits to South Angus residents by highlighting proximity of CNP)  

 Level 3: benefit wider North East (and wider Scotland) by increasing (national and international) 

visitor numbers/spend in partnership with (e.g.) Glamis, Carnoustie, Dundee (V&A), Deeside, 

VisitScotland – CNP brand part of promotional mix. (Full support of local and Scottish 

Government required).  
 

Pluses 

 CNP strong national and international brand and CNPA (and CBP) keen to help 

 Angus Council supportive, esp. on publicity 

 Potential consolidation/expansion of Edzell catering/accommodation/retail businesses 

 Potential employment/new business spin-offs from increased economic activity 

 Many creative ideas: ‘Stepping Stones’ to CNP, ’45 and Victorian heritage, parallels with Snow 

Road, West Coast 500, etc 

 Level 1 attainable without disproportionate collective effort. 
 

Minuses 

 Some limits on CNPA’s involvement as Edzell outside CNP 

 Budgetary restraints on support from CNPA, Angus Council and Scottish Government 

 Concerns about impact on Edzell/Glen Esk infrastructure – parking, toilets, roads, etc 

 Concerns about impact on quality of life for residents (Edzell/Glen Esk/Angus Glens) 

 Concerns about impact on CNP/Invermark natural environment (sensitive habitats, etc) 

 Limited capacity/suitability of ICC to drive project and lack of existing alternative entity (e.g., 

Edzell area business group) 

 Limited support to date from local businesses. 
 

Next steps 



 Edzell business community to identify Project Group in cooperation with ICC 

 If Project Group members identified, meeting to refine aims, assess project viability 

 Following viability assessment, progress or abandon project as appropriate. 

 


