
 DRAFT    INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL.    
Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 19th March 2018 at Inglis Memorial Hall, Edzell. 

 
1.  Present:    Alan Budge (Chairman), Claire Wilson (Secretary), Patrick Ford (Planning Liaison), Emily 
MacSporran (Treasurer), Judith Gallacher, Gus Leighton, Ken Goddard, Lesley Anderson. 
 
In attendance: Cllr Bob Myles, Sandra Livingstone (Community Officer), Special Constable Martin, 3 
members of the Brechin Healthcare Group and 1 members of the public. 
 
Apologies: Ann Johnson, Fiona Yates, Cllr Kenny Braes and Cllr Gavin Nicol. 
 
2.  The minutes of the last meeting -  Cllr Myles requested amendment to the Ward Councillor’s Report 
paragraph - 18m pound saving required (not 8m as noted on draft).  The minutes were then approved on 
amendment of this and will now be posted on the website.   
                  Action: Claire Wilson 
 
3. Brechin Healthcare Group 
Derek Harper (Trustee of the Group) gave a summary of the origins of the group and their plans for 
healthcare in the area. 
There is a huge concern locally in the North East locality of Angus due to the closing of Brechin Infirmary 
(which has been moth-balled since October 2015) and Montrose Infirmary and the retraction of services 
to the area. 
There is to be an Open meeting in the Brechin City Hall on Monday 26th March, to discuss the Angus Care 
Model meeting which is to be held in the Brechin Community Campus on Tuesday 27th March 2018 from 
1000 – 1200hrs. 
The Healthcare Group would like to create a Health and Wellbeing/Blue Light Hub in Brechin and are 
looking at areas which already use this system and are looking for suitable buildings and funding for this. 
Cllr Bob Myles stated that he has tried to speak to Professor Connell (Chairman of NHS Tayside) however 
he had received a lukewarm reception. 
Palliative care beds were also discussed, and the plan by the NHS, is that these will be provided in Nursing 
Homes (? where) for those who cannot be cared for at home. 
Alan thanked the Group for attending. 
 
4. Police Report 
Special Constable Martin attended the meeting to update the Community Council on local issues.   
The Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in the area is going well. 
Edzell – a meeting to be held next week with all the local co-ordinators 
Glen Lethnot has formed their Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, and a meeting at Menmuir will be held 
soon (the meeting at the beginning of March had to be cancelled due to the weather) for the local 
residents to learn more about running a rural Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.         
Hare Coursing continues to be an issue and the Police are encouraging people to report anything 
suspicious to 101.   
Gus also informed the ICC of the death of a bird of prey (Red Kite) in the Angus area.  He will confirm that 
the RSPB and Wildlife Crime Police have been informed.                                                       
Although not in the ICC area, it was noted that the shop in Fettercairn had been broken into.     
The Local Police Officers hope to increase their foot patrols within Edzell as staffing and incidents allow. 
 
5. Treasurers Report 
Opening bank balance                                                                  £1629.05             
Inglis Hall Hire for May, October and November 2018               £60.00 
Payment to C Wilson for secretarial fees                                      £30.00 
Cancellation of cheque to BT                                                    +       £1.00 
Closing bank balance                                                                    £1540.05 
 
No invoice has been received for the Selecta DNA kits.  Alan will chase this. 
                           Action: Alan 



 
 
6. Recurring items 
 
Removal of Payphones in area 
The Brechin Healthcare Group will take the suggestion of adopting the local phone boxes to house 
defibrillators to their next meeting.  
 
Buskhead Bridge 
There is currently a provisional plan in place to repair the bridge, but the question of its long-term upkeep 
and management is proving more problematic.  The idea has been floated that it should become a 
‘community bridge’ and the question arises of what community organisation should own and manage the 
bridge. One suggestion was that the Glenesk Trust (who currently run The Retreat) might take on the role.  
The Working Group will attend the meeting of the Glenesk Trust on the 20th April 2018 and update the ICC 
at their next meeting in May.    
                                                                                                                                                    Action: Working Group                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                        
Edzell Arch  
No update.  Cllr Myles will investigate and inform Alan of a date for repairs to commence.                                               
                                                  Action: Cllr Myles 
                                                                                                                            
River Path 
No update.  Council Engineer has still to perform a site visit.                                                          Action: Alan  
 
Defibrillators 
No update.  Alan will contact Ladies section of the Edzell Golf Club to organise the transfer of funds for the 
defibrillator.                                               Action: Alan 
          
Tarfside Campsite 
No update.  Ken will contact Angus Council again to ask them to re-instate the industrial bin or ask for 
more residential bins.  Currently no signs in situ from Dalhousie Estates.   
                                                           Action: Ken 
Cattle Raik 
No update. The residents are currently awaiting a reply from Shepherd’s who are the Valuers to clarify 
their methodology in valuing the land.  
 
Gannochy Bridge and Speeding 
No update.  Alan will contact the 20’s Plenty Group and Craig Hudson (Angus Council) for ways to take 
forward traffic control of the area.                                                                                                          Action: Alan 
 
Stracathro School 
Public Consultations on the possible closure of 3 local schools (Lethnot/Tarfside and Stracathro) will be 
held on the 20th April at Inchbare Hall and 21st April at Edzell Church Hall.  Cllr Myles encouraged everyone 
to attend the meetings to put forward their views.  It was decided that the ICC would possibly submit a 
letter once the final public meeting had been held as there would be no decision made until September. 
 
Pirners Brig 
On-going problems continue with dumping of rubbish at the bins.  Appropriate action to be taken as 
discussed at the meeting and potential removal of all the bins if situation does not improve. 
           Action: Alan 
 
7. Planning and CNP Report 
Patrick highlighted various points from the Planning and CNP Report circulated to ICC members before the 
meeting (see Attachment 1: copies of the Report were also distributed at the meeting). 
There was one planning application for consideration for the ICC area since the last meeting.  Internal 
alterations and flat roof repairs at Stracathro House.  This was deemed uncontroversial. 



 
 
Proposed Glendye Wind Farm (www.glendyewindfarm.co.uk) 
There were no urgent issues to be discussed. The meeting provisionally planned for 20th February 2018 at 
Strachan Village Hall had been postponed and currently no date set for the re-scheduled meeting. 
 
CNP 
Meeting of AoCC and Planning Representatives Network on 21 March 2018 at The Lecht; Patrick is unable 
to attend and extended an invite to the other members of the ICC to attend. 
 
Edzell and area as Eastern Gateway to the Cairngorm National Park (CNP) 
David Turner of The Burn has offered to host a business meeting of potential Project Group members as a 
final push by the ICC to take this project forward to a point at which it can be taken over by an 
autonomous group of local businesses/community organisations. A date has been set for the 11th April.  
Alan will place the details on the Edzell Facebook page. 
                                                                                                                                                       Action: Patrick/Alan 
8. Ward Councillors’ Report 
Cllr Myles discussed the Local School Review which would look at all the school provision within Angus.   
The Gannochy Bridge repairs carried out last year requires reviewed.  The Council has dealt well with the 
recent bad weather and roads and pavements have been kept clear. 
Gus brought to Cllr Myles attention that the tarmac at the Lethnot Hall requires repairing.    
 
 
8. Correspondence 
A Glenesk Resident has contacted the ICC due to the planed removal of the weekly bus which serves 
Glenesk to Brechin.  This is a lifeline to some of the residents who are elderly and others that do not drive.  
Cllr Myles will investigate the situation.                                                                                    Action:  Cllr Myles 

 
 
10. AOCB 
Community Councils meeting with Kirstene Hair 
Kirstene Hair is holding a meeting on the 5th April with representatives of all the Community Councils at 
Forfar Community Campus.  It was agreed that Gus and Lesley would attend with the subjects of Rural 
Policing and Rural Schools to be discussed. 
 
Lighting at Edzell School 
It was noted that the Arc Lighting at Edzell School was on continuously during the hours of darkness.  It 
was decided that this was probably for security reasons and that LED lights used minimal consumption.  
 
Inglis Hall 
Sandra Livingstone (Community Officer with Angus Council) attended the meeting to discuss the 
possibility of a local group taking over the “running” of the Inglis Hall. 
The City Hall in Brechin is currently (very successfully) run by the Community.  It was agreed that the way 
forward would be to hold an open meeting in the village to gauge if any interest in taking forward the 
proposal with someone from the City Hall Group attending.  The Angus Council Community Team will 
discuss with the City Hall Group and suggest some dates (probably evening/Saturday) and will get back to 
the ICC.                                                     
                           
 
 
 

Next Meeting: Monday 21st May 2018 at 1930hrs in Inglis Memorial Hall, Edzell. 
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Attachment 1 
 
INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Planning and CNP Report for Meeting to be held on Monday 19 March 2018 
 

Angus Council: Planning applications for ICC area notified since last report 
 

 18/00131/LBC – Stracathro House, Brechin, DD9 7QF – Alterations to First and Second Floors 
and Flat Roof Repairs – no reason to comment – awaiting decision 

 

Angus Council: Progress/outcome of selected applications for ICC area previously reported 
 

 18/00042/FULL – The Sidings, Inchbare, Edzell, Brechin, DD9 7QJ – Erect Single-Storey 
Extension to accommodate Enlarged Utility Room, Shower Room and Car Port. Alter Kitchen 
and Living Area Fenestration – no reason to comment – approved 

 18/00023/PRIORN – Invermark, Glen Esk – Prior Notification for Forestry-related Building 
Works (Non-residential) [formation of new tracks to facilitate new planting scheme] – no 
reason to comment – prior approval required 

 17/01020/FULL – Land For Telecommunications Mast, [Tarfside,] Glen Esk – Erection of 30m 
High Lattice Mast with 3no Antennas and 2no 600mm Dishes (overall height of 31.3m to top 
of antennas), Fenced Compound and Ancillary Development, and Formation of New 13m 
Long Access Track – no reason to comment – approved 

 17/00928/LBC – Edzell Parish Church, Lethnot Road, Edzell, Brechin, DD9 7TG – 
Replacement of Six Windows – no reason to comment – approved subject to conditions 

 

 Enforcement case 17/00093/BREACH – Development of Properties and Site [at Buskhead] 
not in accordance with approved Planning Permission 12/00193/FULL – no reason to 
comment beyond previous ICC contact with enforcement officer – pending consideration 

 
Cairngorms National Park 
 

 Planning:  
o No new CNP planning application call-ins for ICC area notified 
o Main Issues Report for CNP Local Development Plan 2020 consultation (see 

www.cairngorms.co.uk/consultation/MIR): comments submitted by ICC by 2 March 
2018 deadline 

o Meetings of AoCC and Planning Representatives Network on 21 March 2018 at The 
Lecht; PJF to attend 

 Angus Council/ICC liaison with CNPA: 
o Edzell as Eastern Gateway to CNP – further meeting to be hosted by David Turner of 

The Burn, Wednesday 11 April 2018, 1830 for 1900 at The Burn. Purpose: refine aims, 
assess viability, identify Project Group if viability assessment positive  

 
Aberdeenshire Council: Glendye Wind Farm Proposal 

 Further ‘Communities of Interest’ meeting on community benefit provisionally fixed for 20 
February 2018 postponed; no date yet fixed for rescheduled meeting  

 
Scottish Planning System Review 
Planning (Scotland) Bill published 4th December 2017, proposing changes to Scottish planning 
system: see http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/106768.aspx . Bill still at 
Stage 1 of parliamentary process. 
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