
    INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL.     
Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 20th March  2017, at Inglis Hall, Edzell. 

 
1.  Present:    Alan Budge (Chairman), Claire Wilson (Secretary), Patrick Ford (Planning Liaison), Emily 
MacSporran (Treasurer), Judith Gallacher, Gus Leighton, Lesley Anderson. 
 
In attendance:  Cllr Bob Myles, Cllr Jim Houston, Special Constable Ricky Martin, 1 members of EVIS, 1 
member of the Edzell Flood Group, Cllr Gaul and Murray Ferguson from the CNPA and 1 member of the 
public. 
 
Apologies: Fiona Yates, Ann Johnson. 
 
2.  The minutes of the last meeting were approved and will now be posted on the website.   
                  Action: Claire Wilson 
3. Cairngorms National Park   
The top of Glenesk (which is part of the ICC area) lies within the Cairngorms National Park and the ICC had 
requested a visit from a representative of the Cairngorms National Park Authority (CNPA) with a view to 
exploring promotion of Edzell and the surrounding area as a ‘gateway’ to the Park.  Also flagged up for 
discussion had been the ongoing issue of public access over Buskhead Bridge in Glenesk and the proposal 
for a windfarm at Glendye. 
Murray Ferguson attended the meeting as the Director of Planning and Rural Development for the CNPA, 
and Cllr Jeanette Gaul also attended as the Angus Council Representative on the CNPA Board.   
Murray  gave a brief synopsis of the history and the aims of the CNPA.  Its aims include conservation, 
promoting recreation and active enjoyment of the Park, encouraging the sustainable use of resources and 
assisting the development of sustainable communities.  The CNPA Board combines local authority 
nominees (7), nationally appointed members (7) and elected members (5).  There is a staff of around 50.  
The CNPA’s functions include planning control (in cooperation with the relevant local authority), 
promoting responsible access to land and enhancing the Park as a tourism destination.  Cllr Gaul also 
outlined her role as a Board Member, including membership of the Audit Committee. 
 
Edzell as gateway to the Park: Murray and Cllr Gaul agreed that there was always scope for the National 
Parks within Scotland to be marketed better, and handed out leaflets, incorporating maps, which 
promoted the various parts of the CNPA. It was suggested in discussion that Edzell might be given greater 
prominence on future maps, and it was also pointed out that the public transport access to Glenesk was 
very poor, though the service bus up Glenesk would hopefully be re-instated as from 31st March 2017. It 
was also suggested that the Angus Ranger service and its organised events, mentioned by Cllr Gaul, 
tended to focus on the Glen Doll and Clova areas at the expense of Glenesk. It was agreed that these were 
all issues to be considered further, and Murray offered to cooperate with any local initiative to promote 
access to the Park from Edzell and area. In this context he mentioned the Cairngorms Outdoor Access 
Trust (COAT), which offers support in compiling Community Action Plans which can help focus 
communities on their aims. Patrick and Lesley were to attend a CNPA Social Enterprise Summit at 
Tomintoul on 28th March 2017, and there may perhaps be room for a social enterprise formed by 
businesses in Edzell and area to maximise opportunities arising from proximity to the Park. 
 
Buskhead Bridge. Murray noted that Buskhead Bridge is 3 miles out with the Park boundary so the CNPA 
would have no jurisdiction over the access. (The relevant land in Glenesk is privately owned, which also 
limits CNPA or local authority influence.) He suggested that the ICC contact the Access Officer for the area 
within Angus Council.  However, Murray undertook to send details to Patrick of the relevant contact at 
COAT, who may be able to give advice and suggestions on a way forward, even though the bridge is not in 
the Park. These could then be considered by the Buskhead Bridge Working Group (Patrick Ford, Lesley 
Anderson, Judith Gallacher, Lesley Anderson and Ken Goddard). 
 
Proposed Glendye Wind Farm. Murray explained that the CNPA allowed small scale individual wind 
turbines within the Park but not large scale turbine placement. The CNPA also made representations on 
wind farms proposed for locations outside the Park boundary which might impact on the amenity of the 
Park. The CNPA had made comments at the scoping stage of the Glendye proposals and would wish to be 



satisfied at the stage of a formal application that there would be no unacceptable landscape and visual 
impacts experienced within the Park. 
 
Digital connectivity.   
Cllr Gaul mentioned digital connectivity as a further issue within the Park. This is being addressed by the 
Cairngorm Community Broadband project, but it may take 18-24 months for communities to see a benefit 
from this service. 
 
4. Police Report 
Special Constable Ricky Martin attended the meeting to update the Community Council on local issues. 
Constable Martin had spent time with a “speed gun” within Edzell and Inchbare and had stopped an 
advised a few motorists on their speed.  He would continue to monitor the situation.  He advised that 
there had been several concerns regarding speeding farm vehicles within Edzell and he suggested that the 
residents should take a note of the registration number and forward it on to the Community Policing 
Team (TaysideBrechinEdzellCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk). 
Constable Martin again suggested a property marking and security advice event at the Inglis Hall, Edzell 
and also perhaps a drop in session regarding bogus callers etc perhaps at the Cottage.  Suitable dates to 
be decided and e-mailed to Sergeant Clark Renilson.  The Neighbourhood Watch Scheme within Brechin 
will be held on 20th April 2017 at The Attic, Brechin and Constable Martin suggested that a Neighbourhood 
Watch Scheme would be beneficial to Edzell and suggested a member of the ICC should attend 
                  Action: Alan Budge 
Constable Martin also painting raised yellow lines on the High Street, Edzell would be a visual and auditory 
(as car make a noise while crossing the lines) reminder to motorists that they were entering a 30 mph 
zone.  Cllr Houston will take this suggestion to the Council and ask them to show the ICC the final 
proposals on traffic calming measurements at the school entrance to the village. 
There is work currently being carried out at the Dalbog road end at Gannochy.  Alan and Cllr Myles will 
seek clarification of what works are to be completed 
          Action: Cllr Jim Houston 
           Cllr Bob Myles 
           Alan Budge 
 
5. Treasurers Report 
Bank Balance as at 20/02/17                                                                    £585.74 
Secretarial Fees             £30.00 
Bank Balance at 20/03/17         £555.74 
 
Claire had received an e-mail regarding the annual insurance cost for the Inveresk Community Council.  
She will forward it to Emily. 
          Action: Claire Wilson 
 
6. Planning Report 
Patrick highlighted the following points from the Planning Report circulated to ICC members before the 
meeting (see Attachment 1). 
There were two planning applications for the ICC area this month.  There was discussion regarding the 
proposed sheep handling building at Dikehead, Bridgend, Edzell. The proposed building would be larger 
and would lie higher up the hill than the current one but it was agreed that since this was a genuinely 
necessary agricultural building and broadly in keeping with its surroundings there was no need to 
comment. (The existing sheep shed is to be demolished and an essential worker’s house erected on the 
site, for which planning permission in principle has already been granted.) There was no reason for the ICC 
to comment on the other application.  
 
Patrick had attended a useful Community Council Planning Training event organised by Angus Council on 
Saturday 18th March 2017 in Forfar. 
 
 

mailto:TaysideBrechinEdzellCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk


Patrick hoped to submit a response on behalf of the ICC to the Scottish Government’s Consultation on the 
future of the Scottish planning system (see https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/planning-architecture/a-
consultation-on-the-future-of-planning/ ) by the deadline of 4th April 2017. 
 
 
7. Speeding Traffic within Edzell 
Discussed in Police Report.  
 
 
8. Recurring items 
Barriers on Muir 
The work has been delayed but still planned to be completed. 
 
Removal of Payphones in area 
No update. 
        
A90 Signage 
A letter had been received by BEAR Scotland to acknowledge that they will look at the signage. 
 
Public Toilets, Edzell 
Edzell Public Toilets on the Edzell Muir are earmarked for closure unless a local group will take over the 
cost of running it.  The Council has apparently planned to contact local businesses e.g. cafes to see if they 
will allow their toilets to be used by the general public, even if they don’t purchase items from  there 
(Comfort Partnership Scheme).  EVIS continue to show an interest in the possibility of them taking over 
the running of the toilets.  Alan Budge has now received a breakdown of the running costs and the Council 
have offered £3000 yearly to assist in the cost of running them. There was a suggestion of a donation box 
which could be emptied daily to assist in the cost.  EVIS are to discuss holding an open meeting to gauge 
an interest in volunteers to man the cleaning etc of the toilets and will keep the Community Council 
informed of any updates.  Claire will contact the Council to confirm EVIS’ interest. 
          Action: Claire Wilson 
 
9. Inglis Memorial Hall Flat 
An e-mail had been received regarding the Caretaker’s flat above the Inglis Memorial Hall, Edzell and the 
possibility of renovations to update it so it can be rented out.  Cllr Myles and Cllr Houston are currently 
the Trustees, along with Cllr Evans, of the Trust responsible for the Inglis Hall, as nominated by Angus 
Council in their capacity as the councillors for the Brechin and Edzell ward.  They acknowledged that 
meetings of the Trust had been occurring, however there had been no minutes received.  Cllr Houston will 
investigate where the minutes are and ensure that a set is sent to all the Trustees.  When asked about the 
flat renovation cost Cllr Myles stated that the main issue was the Fire Escape access (only one entrance 
and exit) and the Trust had no funds so this was an unrealistic expectation. It was agreed, however, to 
revisit the whole issue of the Inglis Memorial Hall Trust after the local council elections, which would 
inevitably (with Cllrs Houston and Evans standing down), bring about a change in the nominated Trustees.   
          Action: Cllr Jim Houston 
    
 
10. Ward Councillors’ Report 
Cllr Houston stated that the Council Elections would occur in April and there was only 2 meeting of the 
Council left. The Council has rented out some land at Craigowl which will be used to erect a mast which 
will improve the speed of the Broadband within Angus.  There is no time scale for this project. 
The Community Meal prices have been increased. 
Cllr Myles stated that there were a large amount of road repairs occurring within the area, this is due to 
the lack of winter maintenance required to roads due to the mild winter.   
The Edzell Arch has been hit by a lorry (no registration plate available). There is some confusion who owns 
the Arch – both Council and Dalhousie Estates deny ownership.  Cllr Myles will get a stonemason to cost 
the repairs. 
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Councillors had asked for confirmation of the local hospitals in the area e.g. Brechin Infirmary.  Gail Smith 
(Primary Care – Tayside NHS) stated that no decision has been made on any of the local hospitals.  
 
9. First Responders 
Claire has obtained a contact for Laurencekirk First Responders and will pass on the details for Alan to 
contact them to arrange for them to attend a future meeting to present the role of the First Responder. 
        Action: Alan Budge/Claire Wilson  
 
10. Correspondence 
No correspondence to discuss. 
 
12. AOCB 
Ken Goddard (resident of Glenesk) was co-opted onto the Community Council.  It was explained that the 
Committee was at its maximum members (9) so Ken would have no voting rights but was felt that a 
representative from Glenesk was required especially with the current push to become more involved with 
the CNPA and the Buskhead Bridge.  
Fiona Work (Chairperson of the Edzell Flood Group) informed the Community Council that work would 
commence on the speed Traffic Management humps in Church Street and Castle Gardens on March 20th 
2017 which will ensure the flood barriers are as effective as possible. 
 
Cllr Houston will not be standing for re-election in May.  Alan thanked Jim for his attendance and 
contribution to the Community Council. 
 
Date of next meeting:  No meeting in April 
                                          Monday May 15th 2017 at Inglis Memorial Hall, Edzell at 7.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Planning Report for Meeting to be held on Monday 20 March 2017 
 
Angus Council: Planning applications for ICC area notified since last report 
 

 17/00136/PRIORN – Sheep Pens, Dikehead, Bridgend, Edzell – Proposed Sheep Handling 
Building – no reason to comment ??? – awaiting decision 

 17/00100/FULL – East Inchock, Kintrockat, Brechin, DD9 6RP – Erection of Replacement 
Porch – no reason to comment – awaiting decision 

 
Angus Council: Progress of selected applications for ICC area reported at previous meeting(s) 
 

 17/00106/FULL – 1 Brewston Cottages, Dunlappie, Edzell, Brechin, DD9 7UD – Alterations 
and Extension to Dwellinghouse – no reason to comment – approved subject to conditions 

 17/00105/FULL – Inchgray, 7 North Esk Road, Edzell, Brechin, DD9 7TW – Alterations and 
Extension to Dwellinghouse. Remove Existing Garage and Erection of New Garage – no reason 
to comment – approved 

 17/00098/FULL – Greenburn Croft, Glen Esk, Brechin, DD9 7YW – Change in House Design 
(Holiday Let) – no reason to comment – awaiting decision 

 17/00016/FULL – Glenesk Cottage, Dunlappie Road, Edzell, Brechin, DD9 7UB – Proposed 
Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse – no reason to comment – approved 

 
Angus Council: Community Council Planning Training  
 

 Training day: Saturday 18 March 2017, 1000-1500h, Angus House, Forfar; PJF to attend 
 
Cairngorms National Park: Planning Network – Association of Cairngorms Communities 
 

 No new CNP planning application call-ins for ICC area notified 
 Angus Council/ICC liaison with CNP: Cllr Jeanette Gaul to attend ICC meeting on 20 March 

2017 with Murray Ferguson, Director of Planning and Rural Development, CNPA; apologies 
from Roger Clegg, Convenor, AoCC 

o Buskhead Bridge: to be pursued with Angus Council in context of access to CNP 
 Meetings of CNP Planning Reps Network and AoCC on 21 March 2017; PJF to attend 
 CNPA Social Enterprise Summit: 28 March 2017, 1545-1930h, Richmond Memorial Hall, 

Tomintoul; Lesley Anderson and PJF to attend 
 
TAYplan Proposed Strategic Development Plan (TAYplan PSDP) 
 

 Examination of PSDP by Reporters complete: Examination Report, etc available at 
www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/CaseDetails.aspx?id=117486 (go to 11 for Summary of 
Recommendations and Examination Report) 

 Next steps: Scottish Ministers to consider Examination Report and determine whether to 
approve, modify or reject – probable consideration time 2 months 

 
Aberdeenshire Council: Glendye Wind Farm Proposal 
 

 Details of revised proposals available on Glendye Windfarm website: 
www.glendyewindfarm.co.uk 

 Community Liaison Group to meet 29 March 2017, Strachan Village Hall, 1915h: PJF to attend 
 
Scottish Government: Consultation on the future of the Scottish planning system 
 

 Details available at: https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/planning-architecture/a-consultation-
on-the-future-of-planning/ 
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 Consultation closes 4 April 2017 
 
PJF  17.03.17 
 
 


