
DRAFT    INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL.    
Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 16th October 2017 at Inglis Memorial Hall, Edzell. 

 
1.  Present:    Alan Budge (Chairman), Claire Wilson (Secretary), Patrick Ford (Planning Liaison), Emily 
MacSporran (Treasurer), Judith Gallacher, Gus Leighton, Ken Goddard, Fiona Yates, Lesley Anderson. 
 
In attendance: Cllr Bob Myles, Cllr Kenny Braes, Cllr Gavin Nicol, Special Constable Martin, 4 members of 
the public. 
 
Apologies: Ann Johnson. 
 
2.  The minutes of the last meeting were approved and will now be posted on the website.   
                  Action: Claire Wilson 
 
3. Police Report 
Special Constable Martin attended the meeting to update the Community Council on local issues.  There 
has been an incidence of hare coursing around Edzell.  The vehicle involved was a black SAAB.  Police are 
checking local CCTV to see if a Vehicle Registration Number can be obtained. 
There have been more arrests regarding the recent rural crime in the area and investigations are on-going. 
The Neighbourhood Watch system has been implemented within Glenesk and Inchbare. The Edzell Group 
have held an initial meeting and co-ordinators have registered for several streets within the village and a 
Chairperson has been elected.   
The Inglis Memorial Hall, Edzell has been booked to hold a security information day on the 11th November 
run by Special Constable Ricky Martin from approximately 1100-1600hrs. There will be several people 
there to give advice (Police Scotland, Trading Standards, Company regarding CCTV, Neighbourhood Watch 
representative).  There will also be opportunity to register for property marking solution.  Clark Renilson is 
currently investigating a grant which would help with the purchase of Neighbourhood Watch signs for the 
area.   Alan then showed how valuable social media was in informing people regarding local issues.  Alan 
had placed an initial post on the Edzell Facebook page regarding the hare coursing - which 34 people 
shared.  Following these shares 7311 people in total had viewed the post.    
      
 
 
4. Treasurers Report 
Bank Balance as at 18/09/17                                                                    £1023.25 
Secretarial Fees            - £30.00 
Menmuir Hall Fees           - £15.00    
 
Bank Balance at 16/10/17          £987.25 
 
5. Planning and CNP Report 
Patrick highlighted various points from the Planning and CNP Report circulated to ICC members before the 
meeting (see Attachment 1: copies of the Report were also distributed at the meeting). 
There were four planning applications for consideration for the ICC area since the last meeting.  Three 
were uncontroversial, but the forth merited discussion.  This was an application for erection of a dwelling 
house at Balrownie Farm, Menmuir.  It was decided to submit a neutral comment suggesting that the 
render of the new build should match the render of the existing Farm House to minimise the visual 
impact. 
Enforcement action is being taken by Angus Council regarding building work carried out on Buskhead 
Farm, Glen Esk, in apparent breach of planning controls. 
 
 
Progress of selected application(s) for ICC area reported at previous meetings 
Field at Drummond Park, Little Brechin – Following discussion at the September meeting and a 
subsequent site visit by Patrick and Judith, an objection had been submitted by the ICC with a view to 
generating a full traffic-impact assessment by Angus Council and a decision is awaited.  



 
Edzell as CNP gateway: Cllr Ian McLaren, the new Angus Council Representative to the CNP, has agreed to 
attend the November meeting of the ICC to lead informal discussion on promoting Edzell as a Gateway to 
the CNP.  Judith will extend an invite to all the local businesses to attend the meeting. 

                   Action: Judith 
 

 
Proposed Glendye Wind Farm (www.glendyewindfarm.co.uk).  
As reported at the ICC’s September meeting, Patrick had attended the meeting of the Community Liaison 
Group, held on 5th September 2017 at Laurencekirk Community Campus.  The finalised minutes of the 
meeting had now been circulated to ICC members.  The next CLG meeting will be held on 7th November 
2017 at Finzean Hall at 1915hrs to discuss management of the potential community benefits of the Wind 
Farm, if ultimately approved and built, and Patrick will attend on behalf of the ICC.   
Provisional proposals on community benefit are noted in the appendix to the minutes of the CLG meeting 
of 5th September, and Patrick gave a brief outline of these and relevant Scottish Government guidance, as 
well as noting issues to be raised for further exploration at the meeting on 7th November (see bullet points 
in the Planning and CNP Report).  He recommended that anyone interested should refer to the Scottish 
Government guidance on good practice on community benefits from onshore renewable energy 
developments -https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/energy-and-climate-change-directorate/principles-for-
shared-ownership-of-o/supporting_documents/GoodPracticePrinciples.pdf 
There followed some discussion on the financial benefit to communities affected, however this should 
have no influence on any planning decisions made.  It was a key principle of the Scottish Government 
guidance that planning and community benefit issues should always be considered separately, i.e., that 
they should be kept apart by a ‘Chinese wall’.  
There was also a concern raised by a member of the public as to the suitability of the road infrastructure 
on which the turbines would be transported to the site.  Cllr Myles stated that the companies sometimes 
shut roads but only for a short time in non-busy periods and the closures are usually well advertised prior 
to the event.  Patrick added that Coriolis, the developers, were aware of the need to keep local 
communities fully informed of road infrastructure issues, through the CLG and otherwise.  
 
6. Recurring items 
 
Inglis Memorial Hall (IMH) 
Cllr Myles confirmed that the last meeting of the Trustees was held on 7th June 2016.  There was no offer 
of any Minutes of the meeting.  There was a date pending for the next meeting, however it was not 
confirmed.  Patrick renewed his offer to go over with the Trustees, separately or together, the briefing 
paper he had circulated in advance of the September meeting of the ICC.  
A member of the Public asked if the plan was to keep the IMH open and Cllr Myles confirmed that there 
were no plans to close the facilities.   
It was discussed that should anyone have any questions regarding the IMH, then as Trustees, the 
Councillors would be able to answer these.  Jean Smedley had also provided a list of Grants etc that could 
be applied for and the Councillors have all been provided with these details. 
Claire will contact Jean with the answers provided. 
           Action: Claire 
 
Removal of Payphones in area 
No update on Tarfside, Bridgend of Lethnot or Edzell. 
Little Brechin has applied to purchase their phone box.  The ICC have received a contract from BT 
regarding this however they feel that it would be pertinent to get the Legal Team at Angus Council to 
advise on it.  Patrick had raised the concern that if the ICC purchase the phone box they would take on all 
the obligations of property owners towards the public under occupiers’ liability legislation and otherwise, 
which in the case of a phone box housing a defibrillator might turn out to be onerous.  He understood that 
the ICC was not a corporate body, with the result that any claim by a member of the public would be 
directed against the ICC councillors as individuals in so far as not met by the ICC’s own resources.  It might 
be possible to ensure adequate protection for the councillors by insurance, but this should be checked out 
fully.  It was likely that Angus Council had come across these issues before in relation to other phone box 
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purchases in the area, so would be a suitable source of advice.  Alan will contact the Legal Department to 
ask for advice and cost of the same.   Emily had investigated the addition of the phone boxes and 
defibrillators to the ICC insurance, Emily will delay adding this to the Insurance until the contract has been 
viewed and agreed by the legal team.  
                          Action: Alan 
A90 Signage  
The lines at the junction had been renewed.  The ICC will revisit the issue as and when required.  
 
 
Buskhead Bridge 
Cllr Myles confirmed that both Factors of the Estates involved were happy for the work to be carried out 
however did not wish to contribute financially.  The 45 Commandos have already agreed to perform the 
work with no charge to the Estates.  Cllr Myles agreed to obtain written consent from the Estates and Ken 
will contact 45 Commando when this is received. 
                 Action: Ken/Cllr Myles 
 
Gannochy Bridge 
The repairs have been done on the bridge although there was some concern by the ICC that there were 
parts of the Bridge which looked sub-standard.   
Alan has contacted Graham Boyd (Angus Council Lead on the bridge repair).  Mr Boyd was to inspect the 
Bridge on 19/09/17 and Alan will follow up for the report. 
                     Action: Alan Budge 
 
Edzell Arch  
There had been several questions raised by a member of the public via e-mail.   
The Arch does not belong to the Council.  Previous repairs and amendments to the Edzell Arch, by the 
Council, have been done as a goodwill gesture. 
Cllr Myles will ask the stonemason to remove the plants/moss etc from the Arch when he is making the 
repairs 
Claire will contact the member of Public with the answers provided. 
          Action: Claire/Alan 
River Path 
No update 
                     
Defibrillators 
Golf Club are eager to transfer the monies to the ICC for purchase of the defibrillator however until the 
phone box in Edzell has been purchased there is nowhere to house the defibrillator.  Alan will check with 
the Rotary to see how the plans for the defibrillator to be housed on the Doctor’s Surgery wall are 
progressing. 
           Action: Alan 
 
Tarfside Campsite 
David Morgan (Angus Council Waste Management) has replied stating that there were no complaints of 
litter at Tarfside however the Waste Department will observe the area.  Ken has pictures of the 
overflowing bin and will send them to the Waste Management Team (Claire will provide the e-mail 
address). Any problems with vermin should also be reported also 
                        Action: Claire/Ken 
 
Cattle Raik 
Mairi Evans (Gougeon) MSP and Kirstene Hair (MP for Angus) are now in contact with the residents.  Alan 
and Gus are attending a meeting with the Council on the 9th November and will bring up the situation 
there. 
 
 
 
 



 
7. Ward Councillors’ Report 
Cllr Nicol has been involved with the situation at Buskhead.  The Your Budget, Your Choice (YBYC) voting 
will take place in the City Hall, Brechin on 22nd September 2017.  This is funding provided by the Scottish 
Government for local causes.  Local people vote for their favourite cause which if they win can get up to 
£3000 in funding. 
Cllr Braes continues to be involved with residents regarding: speeding within Edzell and the concerns 
regarding the Inglis Memorial Hall.  
Cllr Myles spoke briefly regarding Community Empowerment.  Tarfside School has been “moth-balled” 
due to lack of pupils.  The school will be kept wind and water tight and the situation will be reviewed at an 
agreed period. 
Local Groups have agreed to take over landscaping of the roundabouts between Edzell and Brechin and 
work should progress next year.  
 
8. Correspondence 
No correspondence to discuss. 
 
 
9. AOCB 
 
Meeting with Angus Council and Community Councils 
There is a meeting of Angus Council and members of the Community Councils on 9th November at Angus 
House, Forfar.  It was agreed that Alan and Gus should attend.   
                               
    
Wreaths 
The wreaths were distributed to Alan and Ken.  Alan has agreed to lay the Edzell wreath and Ken has 
agreed to lay the Tarfside wreath. 
 
Community Empowerment 
A key feature of this is the opportunity for community organisations to take over buildings currently under 
the Council’s remit and use them for any reasonable use e.g. Men’s Shed, Public Hall etc.  The City Hall in 
Brechin is an example of this. 
                           
 
 
 

 
Next Meeting: Monday 20th November 2017 at 1930hrs in Inglis Memorial Hall, Edzell. 

No meeting December 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment 1 
 
INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Planning and CNP Report for Meeting to be held on Monday 16 October 2017 
 

Angus Council: Planning applications for ICC area notified since last report 
 

 17/00821/FULL – Land 315m West of The Lodge, Invermark, Glen Esk – 25m high lattice 
mast with 3no antennas and 2no 600mm transmission dishes (overall structure height 26.30 
to top of antennas) on land at Invermark Lodge. The proposal [on behalf of Home Office for 
Emergency Services Communications Network] also involves the installation of a foul 
weather enclosure (2660x2160x2800mm) accommodating equipment cabinets; 1No 
electrical meter cabinet; 1No generator and 1No satellite dish on a 2.6m high support pole [– 
all] within a 10mx10m compound surrounded by a 2.6m Deer Fence – no reason to comment 
awaiting decision 

 17/00811/FULL – Land at Balrownie Farm, Menmuir, Brechin – Erection of Dwellinghouse – 
??? neutral comment suggesting render to match existing Balrownie farmhouse ??? – awaiting 
decision 

 17/00807/FULL – 10 East Mains, Edzell, Brechin, DD9 7WE – Change of House Design and 
Garage – no reason to comment – awaiting decision 

 17/00785/FULL – Welding Shed [Mill of Aucheen, Millden], Glen Esk – Proposed Conversion 
of Existing Welding Shed/Barn to Form Beaters’ Accommodation – no reason to comment – 
awaiting decision 

 

Angus Council: Progress of selected applications for ICC area reported at previous meeting(s) 
 

 17/00711/FULL – Field at Drummond Park, Little Brechin, Brechin – Erection of General 
Purpose Agricultural Storage Building – objection submitted by ICC – awaiting decision 

 17/00616/PPPL – Field North of the Bothy, Gannochy, Edzell – Erection of Dwellinghouse – 
objection submitted by ICC – application refused 

 17/00570/FULL – Field 250M North of Keithock House, Keithock, Brechin – Retrospective 
Consent for Change of Use of Land from Agriculture to Game Rearing for primarily Pheasant 
and Partridge – neutral comments by ICC – application declared technically invalid – 
application for this site not to be progressed – land to be returned to previous 
greenfield condition per timetable agreed 

 

Cairngorms National Park 
 

 Planning:  
o No new CNP planning application call-ins for ICC area notified 

 Angus Council/ICC liaison with CNPA: 
o Cllr Ian McLaren (Angus rep, CNPA Board) to attend ICC meeting on 20 November 

2017 to join discussion on promotion of Edzell and area as CNP access gateway 
o Invitations to representatives of appropriate organisations, businesses, etc to join 

(informal) discussion – action required 
 

Aberdeenshire Council: Glendye Wind Farm Proposal – see www.glendyewindfarm.co.uk 
 

http://www.glendyewindfarm.co.uk/


 Community Liaison Group (CLG) met 5 September 2017; PJF attended; Minutes attached: next 
meeting 7 November 2017, Finzean Village Hall, 1915h, to discuss community benefit (CB) 

 Scottish Government (SG) guidance per Local Energy Scotland (LES): good practice guidance 

on community benefits from onshore renewable energy developments, etc  
 ‘Chinese wall’ between Planning and CB  
 Provisional CB arrangements per Appendix 1 to CLG Minutes 
 Annual CB payment at rate recommended by SG, plus ‘shared revenue stream’ (SRS) 
 Issues for exploration: allocations per SG guidance; CB distribution mechanisms and 

eligibility; SRS rationale and mechanics; advice to CCs (LES, other) 
 PJF to report back 

 

PJF  14.10.17 
 

http://www.localenergyscotland.org/good-practice/onshore-community-benefit/
http://www.localenergyscotland.org/good-practice/onshore-community-benefit/

