
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING of 31 January 2018

Present:  Jenni Brown (Chair), Roy Christie, Frances Havenga, Heather Kelly, Brenda McIntosh, Audrey 
Middleton, Jeanette Reioch
In attendance:  Jean Henderson (Minute Secretary), Cllr Ronnie Proctor, Cllr Angus McMillan Douglas, Cllr 
Julie Bell

ACTION
1. Apologies:  Elaine Findlay, Officer Judi Young, PC Barrie Taylor
2. Approve of Minutes of 29 November 2017:  Correction: Page 7: 12.1. Delete “This is 

regarding school closures.”  Otherwise a true and correct record.  Proposed by Roy and 
seconded by Frances.

3. Police Report:

Local Area Inspector:

Inspector Steven Smith (steven.smith4@scotland.pnn.police.uk)

Local Community Policing Team:

Sergeant Vicki Crichton (victoria.crichton@scotland.pnn.police.uk)

Constable Scott Anderson (scott.anderson4@scotland.pnn.police.uk)

Constable Barrie Taylor (barrie.taylor@scotland.pnn.police.uk)

Constable Gail Beattie (gail.beattie@scotland.pnn.police.uk)

Aberlemno CC - cee.eff@tiscali.co.uk
Forfar CC - taob63@gmail.com
Glamis CC – ewmunro21@yahoo.com
Inverarity CC – shortfamily4@hotmail.com
Kirriemuir CC – kirriemuircommunity@gmail.com and MAJHen100@aol.com
Kirriemuir Landward East CC – lizbridson@aol.com
KIrriemuir Landward West CC – easterderry@easterderry.plus.com
Letham and District – isobelsword@hotmail.co.uk
Lunanhead and District – hammactav@hotmail.com
Newtyle and Eassie CC - kateastra@aol.com

Please take a moment to complete our - on line satisfaction survey, 
#YourViewCounts.           
  Thank You.  http://www.scotland.police.uk/yourviewcounts

Alcohol is a key element in the majority of violent crime and anti-
social behaviour incidents in Scotland.   Figures from the Scottish 
Crime and Justice Survey 2014/15 indicate 54% of offenders of violent 
crimes were under the influence of alcohol, and almost half of people 
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who took part in the Police Scotland Public Survey ranked violent 
crime as a key issue they would like to see the Police tackle. 

You asked, and we listened, and so the One Punch Can Ruin Two Lives campaign has 
been launched as an initiative to tackle the problem. The project’s aim and objectives 
communicate the consequences of losing control through alcohol consumption. 

The campaign is supported by the charity ‘Every Action Has 
Consequences’ which was launched by the family of Adam Rogers, 
who was killed as a result of one punch in 2009.

RURAL CRIME 
The crime levels for Rural crime in this area remain relatively low and the public should 
be reassured by this. There was however a considerable rise in rural break-ins to sheds 
and outhouses earlier in the year.  This has returned to a more expected level after we 
arrested 12 individuals, some were local but others from elsewhere were also detected 
and reported. 

Police are continuing to put across the message regarding farm and property security 
and crime prevention advice, but be reassurance can be taken that Police have 
disrupted this activity and continue Rural Patrols to deter and detect crime.

Given the darker nights, occupants are encouraged to set lamps on timers to give the 
impression their homes are occupied.

Forfar
24/10 – 28/11 – HB with Intent, Archies Park, Forfar. Nothing taken
29/11 – Theft of motor vehicle, vehicle later traced and accused charged with offences
8/12 – 11/12 – Vandalism to Lemontree Nursery, several windows broken - detected
20/12 – 28/12 – Fireraising to greenhouse at Hanick Terrace
23/12 – Vandalism to Forfar Cricket club, window smashed
Plus other crimes of minor vandalism and Theft Shopiftings from commercial premises. 
Asda has been targeted heavily for Shoplifting offences, Vandalisms and Youths 
Causing Annoyance (YCA)
There are a particular group of youths who have been involved in anti-social behaviour 
and vandalisms, Police are working with partner agencies, including Social Work and 
School to address these issues. 

Kirriemuir
02/12 – Suspicious fire at address in South Street – no injuries, quickly brought under 
control – under enquiry by TFRS 
09/12 – Theft HB, Little Longbank, Kirriemuir – under enquiry
10/12 – Theft of Motor Vehicle from Autosales – under enquiry
22/12 – OLP with Intent to motor vehicle in Westmuir, under enquiry
Plus various other crimes, such as assaults at New Year (still under enquiry), and 
minor vandalisms.

Rural
28/11 – Tealing – Theft at Tealing Poultry Farm, CCTV reviewed - under enquiry
01/12 – 07/12 – Glenisla – Theft of trailer and contents – under enquiry
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07/12 – Newtyle - sneak in theft to home, various items taken – under enquiry
08/12 – 11/12 – Auchterhouse – Attempt HB with Intent
11/12 – Strathmartin – Fireraising to old Strathmartin Hospital
23/12 – Newtyle – Theft OLP to Butcher’s van- quantity of meat stolen – other 
suspicious activity in area around this time also
23/12 – 30/12 – Auchterhouse – Theft from motor vehicle – roof light bar stolen – good 
leads from CCTV
29/12 – Auchterhouse – damage to galvanized gate at locus
05/01 – Auchterhouse – 2 x BH with Intent to sheds, 1 x OLP with Intent to vehicle at 
address – under enquiry
16/01 – Bridgefoot – In building (insecure caravan) with intent to steal, Grants of 
Craigmill

Road Policing issues locally:
Drivers remain advised to drive to the conditions, and given the time of year, ice, snow
and heavy frost has been experienced during early hours of the mornings lately,  so
advice to drivers to allow extra time for journeys, and to fully defrost windows prior to
setting off. 

There has been a 100% increase in persons killed on the roads in Angus from four
persons last year to eight persons who lost their lives this period.  

For the first six months of the year four persons have died each quarter.

Persons seriously injured on our roads increased from 18 to 21.

Persons slightly injured on our roads has also significantly increased from 38 to 53, this
was an increase of 39.5%.

Thankfully no children died on our roads but there was an increase of children serious
injured from 1 to 3. 

The overall picture makes difficult reading but local officers assisted by colleagues from
Divisional  Road  Policing  continue  to  be  involved  in  speed  and  casualty  reduction
operations in our community. This is on our trunk roads, rural roads and within built up
areas. 

Areas  targeted  are  identified  from  statistical  accident  information  and  from
information provided by the local community.  The increased activity is perhaps
best  illustrated  in  the  increase  in  conditional  offers  issued  for  speeding;  an
increase  of  28.5  %.  Speed  has  been  an  important  contributory  factor  in  the
accidents and officers in Angus has currently issued over 1500 speeding tickets. 
This is more than the combined total of Dundee and Perth Kinross Local Policing
Areas

The number of tickets being issued by Police for driving whilst on their mobile phone and
not wearing their seat belts has reduced. The number of vehicles stopped is high, so this
indicates there is a change in the behaviour of drivers, which is positive.

In another positive move the average speed cameras on the A90 went live on the
31st October 2017.  The overall reductions in speed and benefits associated with
this  technology  will  increase  driver  reaction  time  and  again  support  casualty
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reductions.

Local Initiatives:

SAFE DRIVE STAY ALIVE/ ROAD SAFETY

A Safe Drive Stay Alive event was held at the Reid Hall Forfar, for pupils from all over 
Angus.  This is an important and hard hitting message put across to young drivers and 
road users.

The Local Community Policing Team have been involved in a number of initiatives, 
which have taken place around local primary schools, including Newtyle, and Airlie. 
School children were involved, they accompanied Police to provide letters to drivers who
were caught speeding near to their primary school. This initiative will be considered in 
other areas in Forfar and Kirriemuir should we receive complaints of speeding drivers 
near to schools.

A local parking initiative, with Police working with Traffic wardens is being 
arranged to take place, again near to schools where inconsiderate or dangerous 
parking has been reported. 

Other topics of note or messages:
RURAL WATCH

Earlier in the year Police attended the Angus and Kirrie Shows, essentially raising 
awareness and highlighting the problems and what we can all do to address this.  As 
part of this we established relationships with Ringlink Scotland, NFU and Netherton 
Tractors to ensure they also carry the Rural Watch message.  They have also emailed 
all their customers with a group email and sign up link for Rural Watch, Scotland.

In the coming months, we have identified groups in local communities that we can
sign up to Rural Watch to improve community resilience. Our long term plan is to 
establish further community links with migrant workers groups within our rural 
and local communities and make efforts to have them
sign up to Rural Watch, Scotland platform.  This will improve community links and raise 
awareness of local crime issues. 

We are reminding our rural communities to be vigilant and report all suspicious activity. 
Please also remember to secure buildings and consider improving security. PC Gail 
Beattie is the area Rural Crime Officer and is on hand to provide crime prevention 
advice. We would also encourage you to sign up to the new Angus Rural Watch scheme
at www.ruralwatchscotland.co.uk

Counter Terrorism

Police Scotland, through our Counter Terrorism Security Advisors and in
liaison with the National Counter Terrorism Security Office
(NaCTSO), has been busy working within the Crowded Places
sector in order to keep people safe.
Be Reassured
The threat from International Terrorism to the United Kingdom is at SEVERE.
Be Alert, Not Alarmed
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Police have exercised plans to respond to multi seated firearms attacks and may
increase their presence in some areas. Don’t become fearful or withdraw from the
streets. Businesses and priority Crowded Places have been working with police
(NaCTSO and the CTSA network) to protect sites and staff from a variety of terrorist
attacks. This includes music, sport and entertainment venues, restaurants, hotels and
shops.
Be Vigilant and Report Suspicious Behaviour
Police act on information from the public who report suspicious people or behaviour. I
would encourage everyone to remain alert and vigilant and, “If you suspect it, report it”
by contacting Police Scotland directly by calling 101. In an emergency dial 999 or report
it through the anti-terrorist hotline on 0800 789 321.
Vigilant behaviour by staff and the public can disrupt attack planning. Businesses can
run Vigilance Campaigns and their staff can attend Project Griffin events.
3
Plan Now What You Will Do to STAY SAFE
‘Stay Safe’ principles (Run Hide Tell) give some simple actions to consider at an
incident and the information that armed officers may need in the event of a
weapons or firearms attack. Full guidance is contained on the NaCTSO website.
More information about the 'Stay Safe' principles can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/stay-safe-film
Conduct a health check on your premises. Crowded Place booklets contain clear self-
help
guidance and check-lists.
 Review your building response plan to consider your response now and if the UK
threat rises.
 Test and exercise with partners (around the table) to check your preparation for
terrorism and wider business continuity (e.g. flooding/flu).
Suspicious Airport Behaviour – Project Pegasus
Be vigilant around airports and airfields- notify Police Scotland of anything suspicious or
which you have concerns about. Find out more here.
Suspicious Maritime Behaviour – Project Kraken

Project Kraken delivers an enhanced crime and counter terrorist ‘vigilance’
capability within the maritime environment of Scotland. Get more information
about how you can help.

4. Scottish Fire & Rescue Services Report:

26 November 2017 to 29 January 2018

Home Fire Safety Visits undertaken:
5 High Risk Visits
6 Medium Risk Visits
2 Low Risk Visits

Community Safety:
People Who Help Us, 42 Primary 1's at Northmuir School.
ORI -  Operational Risk Information Visits x 2

Incident Activities:
FAA (false alarm activity)  10 (2 Forfar, 8 Kirriemuir)
FAM (false alarm malicious)  1 Nursing Home
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FAGI (false alarm good intent)  5  (2 rural, 3 town)
Special Service    3   (assist other agencies)
RTC  1   A90
Secondary Fire  2   (town, rural)
Fire dwelling   3  (2 town, 1 rural)

5. Councillors' Reports:
Cllr Julie Bell reported that she started Dementia Friendly surgeries on 25 January, 11 am at 
Kirrie Connections. Press coverage and a poster has been circulated.  Cllr Bell would welcome 
any suggestions to help her be more accessible.

Cllr Bell chairs the Pride in Place member officer group (part of the Communities directorate) 
and a very good meeting took place mid-January regarding reviewing its purpose and 
membership. Currently, as an internal group, this has helped drive forward initiatives like litter 
picks and prevention, dog fouling, town planting and Adopt a Street. The aim is to see if it can do
more. The group want to properly work with the communities and communities of interest – there
are approx 80 groups across Angus – and there was one hundred percent support around the table 
from Councillors and Officers.  Cllr Bell reported that they are taking this forward and working 
out the best way to start this off by speaking to groups. Cllr Bell said they see groups like Kirrie 
Regeneration Group as pivotal to the new format, therefore, if KRG wish to be involved from the 
outset then please nominate a link person.

Cllr Ronnie Proctor reported he has been busy with the forthcoming budget. A special full 
Council meeting and an Education meeting took place recently, regarding the future of the 
schools. A 30 year programme. Sourcing the best resources from around the boroughs. 
Cllr Proctor said the elected members are always available for any help needed in the community.

Cllr Angus McMillan Douglas reported he is heavily involved in the budget. This will be issued
on 15 February. Angus Council is in good order but there have been severe cuts. The priority is to
improve the efficiency of Angus Council in order to protect services. Extra funding has been 
announced today (31 January). It has been decided that any extra funding received “late” will be 
set aside to assist the budget next year. This is a five year programme.
The PBSD committee is a cross-party group allowing everyone to make a contribution.

“Tay City Steel” - this is a coming together of the four main counties around the Tay. The UK 
Government and the Scottish Government have committed to an injection of money to this 
collaborative group. Two projects have been submitted which the two governments might 
support.  With regard to Angus, there are possible investments to help businesses in Montrose 
and Arbroath. A possible tourist investment and another investment for a private company, which
could increase employment. 

Broadband continues to make progress. The point to point system has been developed and Angus 
Council is working with the company involved.

Jenni reported that an Eleanor Feltham has complained to the Community Council regarding fly 
tipping at Kinnordy Loch. Cllr McMillan Douglas responded that he has been talking to Alan 
McEwan, Angus Council,  who are increasing their activity to catch the culprits.  Eleanor 
Feltham states that Kinnordy Estates and others are having to clear up the mess from the fly 
tipping from the Loch.  Cllr Proctor urged everyone to immediately report any evidence of fly 
tipping to the Police. However, Cllr Proctor, confirmed that it is the property owner's 
responsibility to clear away any fly tipping. 
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Audrey raised Angus Alive's increased charges at the Leisure Centre complex. The elected 
members have no jurisdiction over Angus Alive. Cllr Proctor confirmed he would register the 
complaint.   Cllr McMillan Douglas stated that Angus Alive has experienced a reduction in their 
income which has resulted in their increased charges at Libraries, Leisure Centres, etc. 
Discussion ensued. People cannot now afford to use the complex, including the all weather pitch.

Regarding Angus Alive's response to the complaints, Cllr Bell reported that the feed back is that 
there is a notable reduction in renewal of subscriptions. This situation will be looked at in the 
coming months to assess the impact of the increased charges and how this is affecting people 
using the complex. Cllr Bell confirmed that the Board members were unaware of the increases 
until it was in the public domain. The situation is still under review. The meeting agreed that 
Angus Alive, as a matter of courtesy, should respond to the public. Cllr Bell confirmed that all of 
these comments will be fed back to Angus Alive by the Board.  Cllr Proctor offered to investigate
and report back.

6. Matters Arising:
I  Kirriemuir Flag update:  Roy reported that the colour is “green.”  He will bring the graphic 
to the next meeting and also Cllr McMillan Douglas' flag.

Q Proposed dog waste bin for Maryton:  Done

C  Proposed Citizen of the Year Award scheme:  Further meeting to be held on 8 February.

D Defibrillator update:  Sourcing three quotes.

K  Poor state of lampshades in the town:  John Shand, Angus Council, is investigating.

L  Penguin update:  Deposit has been paid. Fundraising to start to raise £4,000. Jenni reported 
that the Penguin design has been done by Maureen Crosbie and the design is a “secret.”  Frances 
asked if anyone has seen the design and does the Community Council not have an input into the 
design. Jenni responded that the Kirriemuir Regeneration Group has paid the deposit and they are
taking the project forward.

M  Car parking issue at Knowehead Crescent:   Brenda reported that the issue has not been 
resolved but is further deteriorating in that the tenant is now depositing litter/rubbish in his 
garden. Brenda will send photos of the condition of the garden to Cllr Proctor who offered to 
investigate the matter with the Environment Department.  

Frances highlighted the bins at Bank Close which are in a serious condition. Cllr Proctor offered 
to investigate.

N Inappropriate parking at Knowehead Crescent:  This is a Police issue. 
The inappropriate parking at Tillyloss was discussed. The black Audi continues to park on the 
pavement. The Traffic Wardens and Police are both aware of the situation. Cllr Proctor has 
spoken to the Traffic Wardens manager and he is aware of the matter. Parking tickets from the 
Police is an option. Cllr Proctor offered to investigate.
O  Anti-litter campaign update:  No update received.

7. CARS:
Cllr Proctor reported that the project is nearing completion. The mosaic mural will be mounted 
on the north side wall in the car park, once the wall has been re-pointed.  The CARS allocation of
monies is almost totally expended in Kirriemuir. Cllr Proctor stated that although there was slight
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reticence at the beginning of the project, the excellent results of the building projects have been 
very impressive and ultimately very well received. Hooks is not the responsibility of Angus 
Council but that of the owner. As far as Hooks and CARS are concerned, everything has been 
done correctly and documented.

Cllr Bell advised that an event is being planned to celebrate the end of the CARS Project. 28 
April, 11 am in the car park for the unveiling of the mural and then back to the Hub for 
refreshments. Invitations will be issued soon to organisations, property owners, etc.

Cllr Proctor reported on the proposed bus shelter for the Square, although this is not a CARS 
issue. Discussion ensued with some Community Councillors expressing concern at the proposal. 
The shelter will be of black steel, four sided and include a “technology” timetable. It will be 
erected on Bank Street as an essential for the bus travelling community of Kirriemuir.

8. Kirriemuir Community Council's goals, objectives for the future: 
Audrey is a member of the Northmuir Parent Partnership Council and highlighted the  
“Community Cafe” which came into being on Friday, 26 January, welcoming 30/40 people.  
Since the demise of Age Concern in the town, it was realised this had left a gap in bringing the 
elderly together. The Partnership came up with the idea of the “Community Cafe” which will 
open one day a week and be served by the P7's of Northmuir and Southmuir Primary Schools.  
Jenni will make contact with the Chair of NPPC.

The Cafe is currently borrowing cutlery and crockery until they earn enough money to buy their 
own.  Audrey asked if the Community Council could make a donation. Discussion ensued. It was 
decided that the Community Council would get more information of what is required for the Cafe
and report later. Can Audrey supply details.

9. Treasurer's Report:  Current balance £1660.34

10. Correspondence:
10.1. Letter received from local MSP, Kirstene Hair.  She is planning to host a meeting 

of Chairs and Secretaries of Community Councils in Angus, as an opportunity to raise 
and discuss any issues. All agreed to accept invitation.

10.2. Eleanor Feltham is on Forfar Community Council and also sits on the Partnership 
for the Locality Implementation. She has two questions: 1) What do we know and 
understand that would help us build a stronger, safer and more inclusive Forfar? 2) 
Tackle isolation in Forfar.  Eleanor has requested the KCC input. Jenni will circulate 
Eleanor's email to the Community Councillors for their thoughts.

11. Planning:  Nothing to report.

12. AOCB
12.1. Roy has received a complaint from a shop owner in Reform Street regarding the 

Council Bin Lorries. They are parking outside of the shops in Reform Street over 
lunch time. The lorries are obscuring shop fronts and giving off an obnoxious smell. 
Cllr Proctor offered to investigate.

12.2. Heather highlighted the Charity Shop, opposite the Airlie Hotel, which is still 
using the pavement to display goods. Cllr Proctor offered to investigate.

12.3. Audrey reported that she and Elaine will be doing the Culloden to Clova walk for 
Katelin, on 1 June, and wondered if KCC would donate a food parcel. The Culloden 
Flag is apparently at the McManus Galleries in Dundee and Audrey wondered if they 
could get a copy of the flag so that they can get T-shirts printed. Their next meeting is 
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1 March. Cllr Proctor offered to investigate.
12.4. Audrey highlighted the Facebook page regarding the issues at the schools. The 

parents are keen to have a meeting point to discuss the issues, however, the schools 
say because this is before 9 am then it is not their responsibility.  Audrey asked if this 
was something KCC would fund. Discussion ensued. It was agreed this would be  too 
costly for the KCC.  Jeanette advised that from her experience Parent Teacher 
Association volunteers can carry this out. Also,  Jenni advised there is an organisation 
which will carry this out free of charge.

12.5. It appears Royal Mail Vans are causing an obstruction on Reform Street. They are 
parking for lengthy periods, not just loading up their vans, and parking on double 
yellow lines and covering disabled areas. Cllr Proctor offered to investigate.

12.6. Frances highlighted no signage leading to the Dementia Garden. Jenni offered to 
investigate with Graham Galloway.

12.7. Cllr Bell advised an event will take place on 16 February, 7 pm, at The Airlie 
Hotel. “The Future of Farming and the Rural Economy.”  Speakers, Euan Walker 
Munro – Angus NFU, Jim Fairlie – Founder of Perth Farmers' Market, Heather 
Anderson – Whitmuir Organic Farm. Tickets are free through eventbrite and on the 
door. Refreshments served. 

12.8. Apologies for February meeting:  Heather Kelly and Jeanette Reioch

13. Date of next meeting:   Wednesday, 28 February 2018

8.2.18
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