
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE LUNANHEAD AND DISTRICT CC 

HELD AT THE ST MARGARET’S HALL 

    ON WEDNESDAY 20 JUNE 2018 

  Present   Mr Jeremy Gow   Chairman 

    Mrs Avril Martin 

    Mr Scott Macintosh 

    Mr Ken Stewart 

    Mr David Conran-Smith   Secretary 

  In attendance:   Councillor !an Maclaren 

Apologies were received from Mr Fred Hudghton and Ms Julie Phillips   

and Councillors Devine and Davy 

Item 1   Chairmans Welcome 

The Chairman warmly welcomed everyone to our meeting.  He was sorry that neither of the other 
two councillors were able to attend due to pressing engagements elsewhere, Lynne’s to do with the 
Gala Week in which she was much involved and Braden’s his work as a RN reservist at the Highland 
Show looking after the Royal Navy’s recruiting stall.   Fred had also sent his apologies;  he had to be 
in Fife that evening.   As Ian had to attend to other duties later in the evening the Chairman invited 
him to tell us at the meeting’s outset how things were going at Angus House.   

Item 2 Input of the Councillors 

Councillor Maclaren wondered if we had all been able to complete the Survey on Community 
Council Concerns which we had been asked to complete individually before close of work today.  
Most of us had, in some cases with a degree of difficulty.  Although the Secretary had requested the 
Survey’s organiser Mr Paul Nelis’s advice as to the necessity for Avril to undertake the survey in the 
absence of her having access to the Internet, he had received no reply and had therefore decided 
not to concern her with the matter.  There was some discussion as to the survey’s relevance to very 
small CCs with equally small remits such as ours and it would be interesting in due course to learn of 
the survey’s conclusions as to our standing. 

In relation to the difficulty experienced by each of our ward Councillors in attending our meetings 
Ian told us something about his own workload regarding the amount of paperwork he received from 
the Cairngorm National Park, which included, for example, everything to do with planning matters.  
He had been much impressed by the size and complexity of this fairly recently created NP which also 
encompassed the highland elements of our Angus Glens.  One of the more interesting developments 
was in the Glenshee Ski Area where one of the busier towbar lifts was to be replaced by a Chairlift, a 
result of a very busy ski season at Glenshee.   There was a newly opened Hotel in Braemar which was 
expected to much increase tourist interest in the area.  He was generally very impressed by the 
workings of the NP’s management, with its large staff of 90 or so officers, and the impressively large 
input of work from volunteers. 

Ian also commented on the various housing developments under way, chiefly the very large Turfbeg 
build of in excess of 200 houses, south of the Kirriemuir road between the academy and the A90, 
and also the chapel Park complex which was very close to completion.  He had been appalled by the 
construction of the wheelie bin enclosures adjacent to the main road which were dreadfully out of 
character with the fine original Academy building. Sadly they seemed likely to be there to stay. It was 



good to see how well the Royal Hotel in Castle Street had become re- established and also to note 
that the Lloyds Chemist across the way had taken over the Whites Gentlemens Outfitters premises. 

Ian had managed to persuade the roads department to send a road sweeper to sweep the road 
between Whitehills and Lunanhead which news was much appreciated.  He ended with a brief 
summary of the decisions made by the Council on the planned reintroduction of car parking charges.   
Chiefly there were to be no charges levied on parking on the High Street, although the 30 minutes 
limit was still to be applied for short term parking on it.   It had also been decided that there was to 
be a permit system created for the various car parks through the county which would equate to a £1 
a day charge rate, purchased annually for the sum of £260, this permit being valid throughout Angus.  
These decisions were felt by the meeting to be reasonable, considering the overriding requirement 
of the Council to raise revenue from this source.   

Braden Davy had informed the Secretary just before the meeting that he would be unable to attend 
but had mentioned several items for our attention, including the decisions made by the Council on 
the car parking charges as above.  He also mentioned that he would be the Counci’ls Spokesperson 
for Public Engagement and Young People and had met with Stagecoach regarding bus times and 
links to Dundee and other areas.  He hoped in due course to prosecute his ideas for the webcasting 
of meetings.  He would hope to be able to attend the next meeting. 

Item 3 Minutes of the Last Meeting and Actions Arising 

The minutes of the last meeting were considered and agreed as being sufficiently full and accurate a 
record.  There were no actions arising but the Secretary pointed out that several matters had been 
agreed as requiring our further attention in due course, particularly the matter of increasing the 
number of opportunities for community gatherings.  This would be discussed later in the meeting. 

Item 3 Report of the Treasurer 

The Treasurer reported that after the settlement of payment for rent and insurance and the receipt 
of the Council’s grant of £715 we would have a balance of just over £1,500.  The Chairman gave Avril 
our thanks. 

Item 4  Input of the Secretary 

 The two main issues that the Secretary had wanted to discuss, concerning Car Parking Charges  and 
the survey on Community Councils working practices and well-being, had already been covered;  
there remained only the Community police report which he had forwarded to members for their 
consideration.  He felt that the local community police were working hard to deal with local issues, 
chiefly petty rural crime and vandalism but they remained too short staffed to ever be particularly 
effective.   There was some general discussion on the ever increasing difficulty in meeting the care 
needs of an ever growing elderly element of Angus’s population.  Ken described his recent round 
Britain cruise which he enjoyed along with a passenger complement of which a very large part was 
of his age or greater.  There had been a dozen or so shore visits and lots of shows and 
entertainment, much of it of good value though one poor tenor was destined unlikely to be invited 
back. 

Item 5 Future Entertainment Plans 

We were reminded that the Lunanhead Flower Show would be held on Saturday 18th August and 
well worth a visit.   The possibility of our arranging a late summer/autumn barbeque somewhere 
local was discussed at length.  It was considered that if it were to be planned to include pipe band 
and/or a ceilidh band and attract a lot of support, to hold it in the middle of the village, eg around 
the Hall, there would be a need for a marquee at considerable expense whereas if it were to be 
located at a local farm with a barn, such as was used for the very successful Jubilee bbq party at 
Pitscandly a few years ago, the cost would be easier to manage.  With a considerable amount of 



planning required it would not be possible to arrange it before next year.  It was felt that the idea 
was a good one and the Chairman promised to give it his full attention and report back at the next 
meeting. 

Item 6   Any Other Business 

Ken mentioned that in the process of paying for his green bin he had experienced a very 
considerable wait on the ACCESS phone line before he could talk to anyone.  It was agreed that such 
a delay was unfortunately not unusual and that although on the ACCESS line, and other similar 
phone call lines, such a wait was normally nothing more than merely annoying, when a similar delay 
in getting through to anyone on a perhaps more crucial matter, such as one to the Academy Street 
Medical Centre as often seemed to be the case, there could be rather more serious implications.    

Item 7 Date of the Next Meeting 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting shortly before 9 pm and reminded 
everyone that the next meeting would be on Wednesday 8th August, and the one after that on 
Wednesday 17th October.    

 

 

J Gow 

Chairman                                   


