
     MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

    LUNANHEAD AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

    HELD AT ST MARGARET’S HALL ON WEDNESDAY 8TH AUGUST 2018 

 

Present      Mr Jeremy Gow    President 

  Mr Fred Hudghton 

  Mrs Avril Martin 

  Mr Scott McIntosh 

  Ms Julie Philips  

  Mr Ken Stewart 

  Mr David Conran-Smith   Secretary 

In attendance Councillors Devine and McLaren 

Visiting for Item I – Sergeant Vikki Crichton  

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  It was good to see how many had been able to 
come despite it being very much part of the holiday season with many of us having visits from family 
and friends at this time of the year, when the Angus countryside was at its finest and a host of 
interesting and rewarding things were here to be enjoyed.  He introduced Sergeant Vikki Crichton 
who had come to discover our initial thoughts on the future location of Forfar’s Police Station. 

Item 1 The Relocation of Forfar’s Police Station 

Sergeant Crichton explained that with the current police station facilities overly extensive and 
increasingly in need of expensive maintenance it had been decided by senior management that the 
Station should be relocated and the existing site disposed of.  She was therefore currently in the 
process of discovering how local organisations such as our CC might consider how this move should 
be effected.   One possibility already under consideration was to establish the police presence in a 
current building complex such as the Council buildings at Orchardbank.  However it was generally 
felt that our Police Station should always be located near the centre of the town, as was currently 
the case.   With the much publicised current pressures on the police force as a whole and no 
expected diminishment of their work load expected in the short or long term, for their base to be 
moved to the fringe of the town would disadvantage the Forfar community; to retain a visible police 
presence in the centre of Forfar, the county town of Angus, seemed to us important. Currently there 
were resident at the station the response team, the community teams and a command team with up 
to possibly 50 officers there at any one time; it was stressed that there would at all times be a 
presence at the station, either in the foyer or on call to the main entrance by use of the phone.    The 
Station’s future premises would be required to accommodate the current size of this force together 
with its transport needs (there was no longer a need for police cells).   To find suitable 
accommodation within an existing building might be quite difficult. There was a feeling that perhaps 
it might be decided in the end to build something from scratch, potentially a rather expensive 
solution. 

Before leaving Sergeant Crichton told us something of the current police work, in particular the 
measures being applied to the problem of anti-social behaviour on the roads by young drivers of 
souped-up motor cars and bikes.   The Chairman thanked her warmly for joining us and giving us 
much food for thought. 



Item 2 Minutes of the Last Meeting 

It was agreed that the minutes of the last meeting constituted a suitably full and accurate record and 
with no actions outstanding the minutes were accordingly approved. 

Item 3 Input of the Councillors 

This being very much the holiday season for the townsfolk and the Council itself there seemed not 
surprisingly little news of great note for our Councillors to pass on to us.  There ensued some 
discussion on the subject of the housing developments currently underway, which together with 
their twenty five percent proportion of affordable houses, probably costing between £150k and 
£200k each, seemed to be proving attractive to potential purchasers, both individuals and Housing 
Associations.   Holyroods’s responsible Minister would shortly be visiting Forfar to attend the 
opening of the ASDA development.  The development of the old Guide Dogs Headquarters site 
would soon be underway as would the large Turfbeg site beside the junction of the Kirrie road and 
the A90. 

It appeared that the Forfar Gala Week had been a considerable success with a good take up of the 
various facilities and activities provided for the town’s folk and visitors.  Particularly notable was the 
attractiveness of the Town in its summer bloom and the teams of local folk responsible for this show 
were to be congratulated.  It was agreed that the High Street continued to struggle with a depressing 
number of local residents seemingly far readier to take the bus into Dundee than actually walk along 
their own High Street.   With there being good benefits afforded to small retail businesses such as 
their being zero rated, it was also rather depressing to see so few small enterprises being established 
within the town.  It had been sad to see the demise of such as the Cobbler’s and Watch-mender’s 
shops and a shame that nobody had been prepared to replace the White’s men’s outfitters on Castle 
street. 

With the launch underway of the Great British High Street competition it was unlikely that Forfar’s 
High Street would receive very many votes;  it compared poorly with equivalent High Streets in for 
example St Andrews.  There followed some discussion on the subject of the upkeep of local 
pathways, and particularly as to who might actually be responsible for this.  Although the idea of an 
organisation such as ours taking on the responsibility for looking after local paths seemed initially 
quite sensible, it was generally agreed that the current overall responsibility should remain with the 
Council’s parks department and that for a largely unfunded organisation such as ours to take on that 
responsibility would prove to be potentially quite expensive.  It was felt that perhaps more local 
landowners might be expected to look after footpaths crossing their land. On a final encouraging 
note it was good to hear that the Council was considering the establishment of a Town’s Heritage 
Trail.  

The Chairman thanked the Councillors for their input to our meeting which as always was very much 
appreciated. 

Item 4 Report of the Treasurer 

The Treasurer reported that as a result of it being so quiet over the last few weeks the balance of 
our account remained unchanged at slightly more than £1500.  The Chairman thanked Avril for her 
continued careful custodianship of our finances. 

Item 5 Input of the Secretary 

The Secretary had received a request from Mr James Gray-Cheape for financial help in meeting the 
various costs incurred in repairs carried out to the St Margaret’s Church.  The cost of the main works, 
£270, had already been covered by a donation from the Lowson as had been some of the additional 
work by Mr Gray-Cheape.   He had hoped that the Church of England who had responsibity for St 
Margaret’s church would help with the outstanding sum of £160 but they were committed to the 



cost of renovating their own manse.   Mr Gray-Cheape wondered if we might feel able to help.  
There was some surprise expressed over the Episcopal Church’s inability to look after the fabric of 
one of its own churches, however infrequently used and attended it might be, but in the end the 
view was that we, with our responsibility to see to the welfare and well-being of our village, should 
be prepared to meet this request for financial assistance.  Accordingly the Secretary was tasked to 
discover from Mr Gray-Cheape how much of that sum of £160 remained outstanding and offer to 
meet it. 

        Action   the Secretary 

The Secretary reminded members that we would shortly be facing the re-establishment of our 
Community Council.  The Secretary would be issued with the appropriate paper work which he 
would deliver to members for their actioning.  This would happen sometime after the end of August 
and the Re-establishment itself would occur before our next meeting, on 17th October, under the 
control of the Legal and Democratic Services. 

As happened every year we were asked if we had any ideas regarding nominations for the Angus 
Access Panel’s Rod McFarlane Award for premises which met the exacting standards of access and 
service provision for disabled people laid down by the Disability Discrimination Act 1995.  After a 
short discussion it was agreed that we had no knowledge of a suitable premises that we would wish 
to nominate. 

Item 6 Sponsorship of a Future community Event 

It being late it was agreed that we should delay discussion on this item until a future meeting.  Ken 
reminded us that the Annual Flower Show was to be held on Sunday 18th August. 

Item 7 Date of the Next Meeting 

There being no further business requiring our attention the Chairman closed the meeting reminding 
members that the next meeting would be on Wednesday 17th October, in the St Margaret’s Hall at 
7.30 pm, immediately following the formal re-establishment of the Community Council. 

 

 

J. Gow 

Chairman 


