
The Royal Burgh of Forfar Community Council 

Minutes of meeting 16 August 2018 at Forfar Community Campus. 

Present:  

Community Councillors: - Tom O’Brien (TOB), Eleanor Feltham (EF), Charlotte Douglas (CD), Ian Dickson 
(ID), James Gray-Cheape (JGC), Jim McMillan (JM) and Robin Wardhaugh (DRW). 
 
Minute Secretary: - Joy Mitchell 

Angus Councillors: - Cllr Colin Brown, Cllr Lynne Devine and Cllr Iain McLaren 
 
Police Representatives: Inspector Katie Chisholm and Sgt Vicki Crichton 
 
Others present: - Mr Graham Clark a member of the public   
 
1. Welcome & Apologies 
TOB agreed to chair this meeting and welcomed all in attendance and with particular thanks to Inspector 
Chisholm and Sgt Vicki Crichton for taking the time to attend the meeting. 
Apologies have been received from Community Councillors Linda Clark (LC) and Avril Simpson (AS).  
 
2. Proposed Closure of Forfar Police Station and Relocation of Police Facilities  
Rationale – excerpt from Inspector Chisholm email of 1 August  
“Over time, demands faced by policing have changed and the way that policing is delivered has changed to 
reflect this.  We now work more closely with partner agencies to identify and deliver joined-up services 
which better meet people's needs. Increasingly, the model for local policing which keeps police officers at 
the heart of their communities is not the traditional ‘stand-alone’ police station or a 'stand-alone' police 
service and other options exist, including police-owned buildings, shared premises in council offices, 
community centres or with other emergency services.” 

 
Inspector Chisholm reiterated and added to other points made in her email of 1 August. 

 This is an initial consultation with local organisations regarding the disposal of Forfar Police Office. 

 There is no fixed timescale for the changes. 

 Forfar is a strategic site for Police having the Court Building and Angus Council HQ and is centrally 
located in Angus, they will not be moving out of the area. 

 Current building is old, costly to keep, suffers from flooding, inefficient heating, lots of empty space 
including the custody suite which is not used because it is no longer fit for purpose. 

 Lots of different specialist teams in the current office do not need to be in the town centre.    

 Electronic advances mean that officers will be out and about most of the time and still able to 
access reports and various systems without having to return to the office. 

 A great deal of contact from the general public nowadays is by phone, email or online reporting. 

 Currently looking at empty council buildings, most are old and would need updating. However, St 
Margaret’s House at Orchardbank has been identified as a possibility but no concrete plans as yet 
and local organisations will be consulted at each stage. 

 Existing building is owned by Police and intention is to eventually sell the whole site.  A purpose 
built facility on existing site would be very expensive and staff would need to be relocated anyway 
during the build. 

 
Points raised by Community Council 

 Distance of Orchardbank from centre of town – possible delays to response times. 

 Prisoner transport – area Court is in Forfar, custody suites are in Arbroath and Dundee. 



 Level of footfall in current office, a central location is more convenient for town residents, could a 
town centre contact point be considered. 

 Orchardbank would deter people from reporting crime, be inconvenient for lost and found items, 
taking in stray dogs etc or asking for advice. 

ACTION: TOB to put notice of consultation on Forfar Community Facebook page and all feedback to be 
emailed to Inspector Chisholm.    
 
3. Minutes from previous Meeting 
The following amendment is required:-  
Item 3 (ii) Resignations of Community Councillors - amend to read Bill Golden. 
 
4. Matters arising  
(i) B&M store gardening – mismatched pointing 
Cllr Devine had been advised that applying natural yoghurt would encourage “aging” to match the rest of 
the pointing.  
 
(ii) Resignations of Ian Whyte 
TOB had collated comments from Community Councillors and would present thank you card to Ian when 
he next sees him.  
 
(iii) Locations of Automatic External Defibrillators 

TOB advised that he had received a list. However, he wanted to check before distributing.  
ACTION: TOB to distribute list once locations confirmed. 
 
(iv) Defibrillator Training  
TOB advised that he will arrange a new date once the new Community Council is in place in October.  He 
further advised that a new course includes emergency First Aid in addition to the current AED 
familiarisation training. 
 
5. Chair Report 
EC was not in attendance and no report received prior to the meeting. 
 
6. Police Report 
i) Variation of speed limits – Padanaram  
EF expressed concern that amended speed limits at Padanaram included a short section of 60mph  
between 2 sections of 40mph and dangers this could pose for children getting on/off school bus. 
Cllr Devine will review this with consideration of amending speed limit of 40mph throughout that stretch 
of road. Meantime, Sgt Crichton will have the area monitored for a while. 
 
ii) Agricultural vehicle speeds 
Sgt Crichton advised that she has received complaints about agricultural vehicles speeding. However, it 
was found that the style of vehicle gave the impression of higher speed. 
 
iii) Antisocial Driving (speeding, revving engines, tooting etc) 
Sgt Crichton advised that area around the Myre had been getting a lot of attention by community, plain 
clothes and traffic officers monitoring at different times. Sgt Crichton further advised that initial Anti Social 
warnings apply to the driver and to the car for 1 year. A second offence can lead to the vehicle being seized 
and this is starting to have an effect. Sgt Crichton emphasised that they need help from the general public 
to identify registration numbers and repeat offenders. 
 
iv) Other issues 

 Shoplifting numbers have not increased, a number of known offenders have been detained. 



 Sneak in theft – warm weather has led to people leaving windows open which provides 
opportunities. 

 Trailor theft – a couple have been targeted 

 Flytipping – ID had reported a couple of registration numbers for flytipping on land opposite Lidl 
but no action appeared to have been taken. Cllr Devine advised that the council is aware. The land 
is privately owned and the Enforcement Team is “on the case”. 

 Neighbourhood Watch alerts – Sgt Crichton encouraged people to sign up to Neighbourhood Watch 
Scotland. 2 minutes to sign up and can get text alerts re community and lots of information on 
fraud etc. https://www.neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.uk/sign-up-for-alerts  
ACTION: TOB to invite representative to attend a future CC meeting. 

 Vandalism/Graffiti - Sgt Crichton advised that there had been no significant issues during the summer 
holidays. Police Specials have been tasked with dealing with issues in Castle Street after pubs close and 
advised that vandalism is down 20% in Angus. 

 Farm Crime – Sgt Crichton advised that trailors, quad bikes and some fuel had been stolen and that there 
were dedicated patrols on late and night patrols to deter this kind of crime. 

 
5. Secretary's Correspondence/Report 
i) Angus Care Model 
“Continuing the Conversation” meeting being held in Kirriemuir on 18 October. Cllr Devine recommended 
people attend to get a clear idea of what is happening. 
 
ii) Parking Charges  
Following public consultation it would seem that charges for Angus Council car parks are going ahead 
starting in October. Charges yet to be confirmed but expected to be first 30 mins free, £1 per hour 
thereafter with a maximum charge of £4 per day. 
 
iii) Community Service  
Following consultation by Community Justice, TOB has received a list of criteria to be met for tasks to be 
carried out by those serving Community Service.   Rehabilitation and personal development are 
emphasised, unlikely that litter picking in and around Forfar would fit the required criteria. 
 
iv) Kirstene Hair MP - correspondence 

 GB High Street Awards – letter was sent to Aberlemo Community Council dated 20 July was 
received w/c 13 August inviting Forfar to participate. However, closing date 22 August so not 
enough time to prepare entry this year. 

 Community Council meeting follow up letter re rural crime, town regeneration, ongoing parking 
charges, Strathcathro school and public transport. 

 Letter from Angus Council to Kirstene Hair’s query advised that they are working with Locality plans 
etc.               

 
6. Treasurer report 
CMcN not in attendance.  TOB advised that CMCN has Accounts Audit in hand. 

6. Fire Service report 
Latest report details no fatalities, smoke inhalation is the worst thing. 
53% of all call outs are false alarms due to toasters etc. 
Graham Clark enquired about manning numbers and was advised of the ongoing consultation regarding 
sharing assets and assured that Forfar is retained so numbers would not be reduced. Mr Clark would like to 
see breakdown of false alarm statistics, e.g. toasters, alarms being pressed deliberately. Cllr Devine advised 
that she is on the relevant Committee and asked Mr Clark to email her directly 
ACTION: TOB to forward copy of Fire Service report to Mr Clark. 

 

https://www.neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.uk/sign-up-for-alerts


8. Local Councillor updates 
i) Cllr McLaren 

 Academy Court completed and officially opened on 10 August by Kevin Stewart Scottish 
Government Housing Minister 

 Matt Gill of Kingsmuir Development advised Cllr McLaren that 9 of 12 homes currently being built 
have already been sold. 

 Turfbeg 237 houses 

 Guide dogs site – 100 houses being built. Developer has agreed to fund improvements to nearby 
playpark in place of small playpark planned within the new development. 

 
ii) Cllr Devine  

 Glensview Action Group – Gallowshade Road playpark getting funding for improvements. 

 Offenders from open prison have been painting fencing, waiting for better weather for planting and 
tables etc. 

 Heritage Trail leaflet for Forfar – Economic Development is updating for publication soon. Aim is to 
keep people in the area, a mini trail around Balnashammer will be included in the leaflet. 

 County Building – improvements being made to allow it to be used as Community Hub for various 
services in Forfar and Kirriemuir. 

 Leisure Centre Demolition – date still to be confirmed hopefully soon after summer visitors. 

 Various buildings in disrepair – a short discussion on state of some buildings around the town, Cllr 
Devine advised that it can be difficult to get owners to keep buildings well maintained. 

 Valuation Board have now moved into Wallace House.  
 

iii) Cllr Brown  

 Trees at Balnashammer Monument – Cllr Bown advised that following a public consultation, none 
of the trees would be removed. 

 Development of filling station, shops etc at Orchardbank – plans have been approved by Economic 
Development Committee. 

 
9.AOCB 
i) Mens Shed 
JM thanked the Community Council for their help and advised that Forfar Men’s Shed would be moving 
into Orchardbank House soon. The lease has been agreed at £100 per annum for 25 years. Although only 6 
members at the moment, numbers are expected to rise significantly now that they have premises to work 
in.  AGM is on Tuesday 21 August. 
 
ii) Community Council Elections 
All Angus Community Councils will disband at the end of September. Nominations for prospective 
candidates may be submitted from 29 August until 4pm on Wednesday, 19 September. 
 https://www.angus.gov.uk/news/have_your_say_community_council_elections_2018  
 
iii) Forfar Community Council Facebook Pages 

 EF queried the existence and validity of 2 Facebook pages – Forfar Community Council and Royal 
Burgh of Forfar Community Council. TOB advised these had originally been set up by previous Chair 
and explained reasons for the 2 pages. ACTION: TOB to check validity of using both pages. 

 EF suggested that a list of Community Council achievements should be put on relevant Facebook 
page to encourage local people to join. 

 
 10. Sub Group updates: 
10.1 Common Good Fund – Lead TOB  
TOB waiting for copy of new register and feedback from Scottish Government re Common Good Funds. 

https://www.angus.gov.uk/news/have_your_say_community_council_elections_2018


  
10.2 Planning/Consultations - Lead EF 
Illuminated Information Board at Buttermarket, a conservation area. 
ACTION: EF to send objection on behalf of the Community Council  
 
10.3 Signage Group – Lead CD  
i) Banner on Gable End, Thistle Bar, 199 East High Street –  

 CD advised that group had chosen picture by Iain Bain and that Planning Dept have stipulated how 
the banner should be fixed. The total cost for banner, joinery work, scaffold licence would be 
around £500 and asked Community Council to approve costs. After a short discussion, CC agreed to 
approve costs to get the banner in place.  
ACTION: CD to confirm exact costs and TOB to arrange payment of printing, joinery work and 
scaffold licence before Community Council disbands at the end of September. 

 CD to draft email thanking for their submissions and asking for permission to use their 
photographs at a later date. 

 TOB to send email thanking all participants 
 
10.4 Forfar Funding Scheme  
TOB advised that all cheques for grants and feedback forms had been issued as agreed at the last meeting 
and was pleased to report that lots of the money had already been spent.  
ACTION: TOB to collect/distribute feedback forms and photos showing how grant money has been used. 
 
10.5 Council Buildings and Assets – Lead LC 
i) Lists of buildings 
LC not in attendance at this meeting but it is understood that LC still waiting for list from Cllr Davy. 
ACTION: LC to arrange walkaround with Cllr Davy and new Community Council members when in place 
later in the year. 
 
ii) Pavements Edges and Tactile paving 
LC not in attendance at this meeting but she had been by advised by Jane Horsburgh of Royal National 
Institute of Blind people (RNIB) to apply to Angus Council for funding.          
 
11. Planning Applications 
No planning applications requiring discussion at this meeting. 
 
12. Date and time of next meeting 
The final meeting of the current Community Council will take place at 7pm on Thursday 20 September 
2018 


