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                                                       DRAFT 

 
                                 MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
               MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13th SEPTEMBER  2018  
 
                         IN THE COMMUNITY CABIN, UNION STREET, MONIFIETH. 
 
Chairperson: Ken Gibson. 
Present; Rob Crossland, Frank Chalmers, Jack Brand, Stewart Ellis, John Thornton. 
Others: Councillors Sheila Hand and Beth Whiteside, Peter Morrison, Lara and David Allan. 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
    The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies were received from Graham Webster, Sheena Cochrane, Norrie Adams, Ben Nicoll, Derek 
Uchman, Councillor Fotheringham and PC Wilson.  
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising. 
     The minutes of the June 2018 meeting which had previously been unavailable were circulated and 
accepted as read. 
The minutes of the previous meeting of August 2018 were circulated and accepted as read. 
    
3. Correspondence. 

Out 
1) Letter to Ch. Inspector McIntosh, Forfar requesting clarification and confirmation of the previously 

intimated plans to provide new Police office accommodation in the Library Building. No reply 
received to date. 

2) Application form to Angus Access Panel in respect of our nomination of Troup Pharmacy for 
consideration for the Rod McFarlane award. 

3) Email to Caledonia Housing Association in respect of complaints of extensive mess and potential 
health hazard caused by roosting birds on the Servite House building. Reply received from Cheryl 
Connelly ,Housing Officer confirming receipt and advising of action to be taken by CHA.  

In 
1) Email from Ordnance Survey with details of Zoomstack Trial. Cascaded and noted 
2) Email to PC Wilson in respect of speeders in Ashludie Terrace. 
3) Email from Scottish Community Council’s website regarding, amongst other items, possible 

funding methods for consideration. Cascaded, discussed and noted.  
4) Email from Gillian McCubbin, Legal and Democratic Services, Angus Council, re Gambling Act 

2005. Draft statement of Principles. Have your Say Public Consultation to be held until 17/09/18. 
Cascaded, discussed and noted. No comment. Further email with same subject received from 
Marjorie Johnston, Legal Services, to consultees. Also cascaded and noted.  

5) Email from Community Planning re meeting of Angus Council  with Community Councils 
postponed from 24/10/18 to 22/11/18, same time and venue. Cascaded and noted.  

6) Email from Graham Webster expressing concern at proposals for improving/replacing Monifieth 
High school not being treated urgently. Cascaded and forwarded to our Angus Councillors. See 
Councillors Report- Beth Whiteside. 

7) Letter received from Pamela Thomson re Brechin Cathedral celebrations on the event of the 
800

th
 anniversary in 2020. One of the proposals is for a Medieval Fayre and in view of Monifieth 

holding a similar event, a meeting is sought to obtain advice and assistance from our organising 
committee. Passed to Sheena and Derek for their brains to be picked.  

8) Facebook communication received from Lynn McGowan requesting information re the crow 
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problem in Fontstane area. Answered and communicated to Norrie Adams.  
9) Email from John Shand, Lighting Department, Angus Council re a) requesting notification of 

location for us storing Christmas lights due to Angus Council no longer providing this facility, b) 
asking who is putting lights up, and c) date of switch on. Discussed, ongoing search for premises 
reported and date supplied.  

10) Email from Lynn Hally re Angus Health Fair being held at the Reid Hall Forfar on Thursday 20
th
 

September, between 10am and 3pm. Cascaded, discussed and noted. 
11) Email from Stewart Ellis raising concerns about the trolley bay recently erected at Farmfoods, 

Stewart has measured the gap and there is not sufficient room to allow access for mobility 
scooters. This is a requirement under Health and Safety legislation. Cascaded, discussed and 
Stewart to pursue matter with Farmfoods. Noted.  

12) Letter received from NHS Tayside with invitation to presentation on  “Transforming Tayside” – 
Current and Future Delivery of Services. To be held at Grove Academy on Saturday 1

st
 

September. Sheena Cochrane attended. Opinion was it was basically an exercise in putting the 
Health Boards views across and leading the public down the same route. Discussed and noted.  

13) Letter from election team advising of forthcoming elections. Poorly constructed letter- not 
addressed to “The Secretary” therefore details were not circulated immediately as in the past 
each sitting councillor received a communication via mail, advising them of procedures to follow. 
Councillor Hand stated there had been several similar complaints from other community 
Councils. Further compounded by a wrong telephone number to contact the election team. 
Details of the election were cascaded to Councillors. Discussed and noted.  

 
4.  Recycling Yard 
     At the request of Craig Fotheringham who was unable to attend, John Thornton read out the following 
email. “Just for clarification, in view of what has been portrayed on social media, all 27 councillors in 
attendance at last week’s full council meeting agreed with officers, to remove “residual waste facilities” 
from Monifieth, Brechin and Kirriemuir, to realise the £250k saving required and to safeguard the non-
closure of these sites. 
The exception was an amendment by Carnoustie councillor, David Cheape, to retain a residual waste 
skip at Carnoustie only. This was supported by all SNP members and the two Carnoustie independent 
members. 
If that happened, we would have been back to a position of square one, where savings could not be 
achieved and could have resulted in the closure of our Monifieth site.  
This administration has retained all 7 recycling centres across Angus, with 3 accepting general (residual 
waste) when we are required, as a statutory duty, to provide one centre to accept residual waste. 
The background is quite simple in that in the report to the Community Committee of the 24

th
 May 2016, 

the then SNP administration, supported by Carnoustie independent Councillor, Brian Boyd, agreed to the 
closure of Monifieth and Kirriemuir recycling centres.  
I ask that you read these facts out, for clarification, at tonight’s meeting. “ 
Discussion followed and Councillor Hand said she was not proud of the decision taken by the SNP in 
2016 but since then she has been fighting in opposition. The SNP and Carnoustie councillors tried to 
push a financially competent motion but this was not accepted. It would seem there is much criticism for 
voting on party lines and lack of transparency. A comment was received from the floor that the recent 
payment from Taylor Wimpey should have been retained for Monifieth. Further comments included the 
observation that councillors treat people as idiots and why are councillors not challenging the 
administration on figures produced. There is also the thought that fly tipping will increase under the new 
proposals and any money saved will be swallowed up clearing up the mess. Sheila Hand was incredulous 
at the figures contained in the SWOT analysis and Beth Whiteside said a MOG should have been set up 
and all should work together. Ken Gibson summed up stating there is at present a war of attrition and it is 
possible centres may close. Queried if figures have been obtained for spend on each Burgh. This has 
been tried in the past but figures produced are clouded in official speak to say the least and are 
impossible to understand. Paradoxically as we are not a deprived area, we receive less money, and 
though we accept some people and areas require more spent on them, the feeling still persists we are 
ignored and used as a cash cow, this being even more so when the new house building is taken into 
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account. Ken asked what had happened to the plans for a joint centre between Monifieth and Carnoustie 
and information was forthcoming that Brian Boyd is actively pursuing this option. It would appear the 
views of the people expressed previously have been swallowed up. Criticism was expressed of the 
“cobbled together situation” which will see the new scheme starting in January 2019, seeing only one 
female operator on duty . Lara Allan, from the floor agreed to carry out a survey on Our Monifieth, with the 
assistance of administrators. 
 
5.  Christmas Lights  
Jack Brand reported he had not heard from Tesco re the Bags for Help fund raising scheme, and though 
we had come 3

rd
, the £1000 would still help. New lights would be very expensive and expenditure will be 

deferred. Crowd funding was again mentioned as a possibility but will be discussed at next meeting of 
lights sub committee.(Tuesday 25

th
 September).  Quiz nights and help from local businesses will be 

pursued. The stage has been ordered from the same supplier as last year.  
 
6.  Social Media 
No Report  
 
7. Treasurer’s Report 
Frank Chalmers reported the balance stood at £5889.61.  
 
8. Planning Matters. 
     Rob Crossland  reported on the application for the demolition of Panmure Church and erection of 6 
flats with 8 parking spaces. The plans for the development at Seaview House have been withdrawn and a 
new plan put forward. The new plan sees proposals for converting the nursery to 5 dwelling houses and 2 
flats and erection of 20 flats- 2 blocks of 8 and 1 block of 4 flats. This will result in many vehicles entering 
and leaving the site both via the existing drive into Hill Street and onto Victoria Street. This was discussed 
and it was agreed an objection would be made on the grounds of road safety, though it was agreed a site 
meeting with planners may help to resolve the situation. This to be arranged.  
There were 2 other applications for a garage to be converted to a bedroom at 23 McIntosh Patrick Place 
and an extension between the house and summerhouse at 80 Ferry Road. Building warrants were 
approved for 15 Boyack Crescent, 71 Dalhousie Street, 5 and 8  Elsinore Place, 27 Ferry Road, 4 Victoria 
Street, 53 Adderley Terrace, 33 Panmure Street and 22 Maule Street.  
The problems of congestion being caused by the bus stops at Ethiebeaton Park being too close together 
was discussed. It was agreed great difficulty is being caused when 2 buses stop at the same time and 
problems are encountered for vehicles entering and leaving Dobbies car park and for through traffic. Rob 
pointed out an application has been received for a development for Costa Coffee within the estate and 
this will cause an increase in traffic. Though this is not our area it was agreed the Secretary would write to 
Angus Council to express our concerns. 
Rob reported on an application made to planning for confirmation of permissions sought in respect of 
House of Angus.  
 
 9. Police Report 
      No emailed general report. PC Wilson subsequently emailed to report it had been a busy month and 
gave details of 3 incidents viz. an iTunes scam in Ramsay Street on 23

rd
 August, and youths causing 

annoyance in Victoria Street and at Tesco both on 8
th
 September.  

 
10. Angus Councillors’ Reports. 
     In response to an email from Graham Webster, Beth Whiteside reported a consultation is to take place 
on the future of Monifieth High School. The proposals are likely to be to retain Monifieth High School and 
build a new school/complex  in an area where it could serve the needs of Perthshire, Dundee and South 
Angus.  
       
 
11. Public Questions 
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       The matter of Tesco’s car park was raised, concerning the lack of cameras, damage being caused to 
cars and youths hanging about. The matter of cameras is for Tesco and it transpires the damage is 
frequently caused by trolleys running down the slope. The Police already give the area frequent attention.  
 
 
       

12. AOCB  
John Thornton stated he had received numerous complaints from members of the 
public, and had experienced it himself, regarding an overpowering smell and 
discolouration of the water emanating from the burial site of the whale which died earlier 
this year. Matter discussed and it was agreed a letter/email be sent to SEPA to 
investigate the water quality and any other possible side effects which may be harmful 
to our environment.  
Further to Correspondence item 11, the trolley park at Farmfoods gives cause for 
concern. Stewart Ellis reported the new structure did not comply with health and safety 
legislation. There had previously been a shelter for trolleys which had been removed 
and information from planning indicated no permission was required for the new 
structure, neither was it the concern of Roads or Building Standards, though the Health 
and Safety Executive could be the body to rule on the matter.  
 
 
13. The next meeting of the Community Council will be the inaugural meeting on 
Thursday 11th October 2018 at 7pm in the Community Cabin. 
 


