
The Royal Burgh of Forfar Community Council 

Minutes of meeting 20 September 2018 at Forfar Community Campus. 

Present:  
Community Councillors: - Tom O’Brien (TOB), Catriona McNicoll (CM), Eleanor Feltham (EF), Charlotte 
Douglas (CD), Linda Clark (LC), Ian Dickson (ID) and Jim McMillan (JM). 
 
Minute Secretary: - Joy Mitchell  

Angus Councillors: - Cllr Lynne Devine and Cllr Braden Davy (from item 4) 
 
Others present: - Mr Graham Clark a member of the public   
 
1. Welcome & Apologies 
TOB advised that he had received an email from Elaine MacNicol, current Chair or Forfar Community 
Council advising that she would not be in attendance at this final meeting of the current Community 
Council and further advising that she would not be submitting an application to stand at the upcoming 
Angus Community Council Elections.  LC agreed to chair this meeting, welcomed all in attendance and 
expressed thanks to Elaine for having been part of the current Community Council and thanked those who 
have submitted applications to be part of the new Community Council to be formed in October 2018. 
Apologies have been received from Community Councillors James Gray-Cheape and Robin Wardhaugh 
(DRW) and Inspector Chisholm of Police Scotland.  
 
2. Minutes from previous Meeting 
The following amendments are required:-  
Item 1 Welcome and Apologies – Catriona McNicoll (CMcN) to be added to list of apologies received 
Item 10 (i) Cllr McLaren Update – should read Mark Guild of Kingsmuir Development 
Item 11 (i) Mens Shed – should read ID thanked the Community Council 
With those amendments made, TOB proposed, CD seconded and the CC agreed that the Minutes of 16 
August should be approved.  
  
3. Matters arising  
Item 2 -Police Consultation on relocation been uploaded onto Forfar CC Facebook page 
Item 4 (i) - B&M Store mismatched pointing - Cllr Devine advised she had applied yoghurt to new pointing 
as suggested and that it would take some time before it is known if this has the desired effect.  
Item 4 (iii) List of AED Locations – TOB awaiting updates from Ian Whyte and has contacted Angus Council 
to enquire about whereabouts of AEDs previously situated at the old swimming pool and old leisure 
centre. 
Item 9 Copy of Fire Service report to Graham Clark – had been sent to LC for forwarding on. 
Item 11 (iii) 2 x Facebook pages – ToB confirmed setup necessary to ensure only CC members can upload 
documents 
 
4. Local Outcomes Improvement Plan (LOIP) & Participatory Budgeting (PB) 
(i) LOIP - EF advised that LOIP was updated in July 18 on Angus Council Website. Meeting had taken place 
on 19 September to discuss the Forfar and Locality Plan.  However, although EF was not in attendance 
because of extremely bad conditions due to Storm Ali, it is understood that there has not been much 
progress on this and email dialogue is ongoing. 
 
(ii) PB – From the Minutes of a previous meeting, EF advised that PB funds available for Kirriemuir and 
Forfar would be £15k this financial year then a total of £50k available over the next 2 years for capital 
projects. EF further advised that PB may be part of the Revenue Budget from 2021. The Group has been 



“fluid” with no official chair.  After the upcoming elections, the new Forfar Community Council will need to 
decide who will represent them at this group.  LC thanked EF on behalf of CC for her work on that group. 
 
5. Chair Report 
EC was not in attendance and no report received prior to the meeting. 
 
6. Secretary's Correspondence/Report 
ToB advised that no new correspondence has been received this month. 
ToB listed some of the many achievements of the current Forfar Community Council (see Appendix A). 
The Chair congratulated ToB for his efforts in getting things done. The Chair also expressed thanks to all 
members for their efforts during the current Forfar Community Council with special thanks to Ian Whyte, 
previous Chair who has now moved outwith the Forfar CC catchment area. Ian always made everyone very 
welcome and his presence will be sorely missed. 
 
7. Treasurer report 
CMcN advised that accounts are in order and will be sent to Chair by the end of this week. 

8. Fire Service report 
September report expected soon and will be issued to all and posted on Facebook page.  

 
9. Local Councillor updates 
i) Cllr Devine 

 Playpark Glenogil Terrace, residents from Castle Huntly have completed the paintwork and 
(weather dependent) the clean up of equipment is to take place this weekend. 

 Heritage Trail booklet now complete and will be at the printers soon and it will then be distributed 
widely. 

 Parking Charges – implementation delayed until 1 November. CD raised issue of low wages/income 
in Forfar.  Cllr Devine advised that there will be a meeting on 25 September to discuss and finalise 
charges and cost of Annual permits. 

 Angus Alive – Cllr Davy and Cllr Cheape have resigned from Angus Alive.  Cllr Devine and Cllr Moore 
from Arbroath have been appointed in their place. IM queried change to non executive directors 
and Cllr Devine advised that previous incumbents had been promoted and would no longer have 
time to participate as much as they had previously. 

 Health Fair – Susan Duncan does suicide prevention training and Cllr Devine suggested the new CC 
look at participating in / promoting such training.  ToB could advise that he has already done the 
training and found it worthwhile. 

 Forfar Area Network holding a Family Bingo event to raise cash for Christmas lights 

 Ghost Walk scheduled for 3 November 
 
ii) Cllr Davy 

 Gowanbank speeding, buffer zone should be in place by end of November.  Roving speed signs 
expected 8 October.  Community enforcement police survey requested. Cllr Devine agreed to try 
again to get 40 mph limit throughout that stretch of road. 

 Council Meetings – proposal for later start times been defeated.  Will try again in 6 months and 
thanked to Cllr Devine for her support. 

 Recycling Centre amendments – proposed changes to take place in February. All centres to stay 
open, smaller centres will be recycling only and will no longer take general waste. In centres where 
general waste no longer accepted, there will be more space for more recycling. Cllr Davy advised 
that since Dundee introduced a permit system, they have seen a reduction of 50% and Angus 
(without a permit system) has seen a 50% increase.  A permit system to be introduced in Angus will 
allow 12 free visits per year. There are also proposals to fine people who do not take their empty 
bins in on time. 



 Electrical Vehicle charging points – looking at on street charging facilities to supplement facilities at 
Orchardbank and Academy Street. 

 General discussion on recycling  
o There is a new member of staff at resource centre on Don Street where donated items can 

be bought. http://crns.org.uk/member/forfar-resource-store/  
o Public need to understand that losing general waste facilities in some centres means all local 

recycling centre as kept open. 
o A lot of brown furniture ends up in the resource store because charity shops won’t take 

them. People should be encouraged to refurbish or “upcycle” unwanted items. 
o There is a big push on to educate public and encourage more recycling (mattresses etc) and 

that constant education going on with residents, Council staff speak to people if domestic 
collection bins not being used properly  

10.AOCB 
i) Community Council Elections 
All Angus Community Councils will disband at the end of September. Initial response was low throughout 
Angus so deadline for prospective candidates extended until 4pm on Wednesday, 26 September. 
However, Forfar does have sufficient nominations to form a new Community Council. 
https://www.angus.gov.uk/news/have_your_say_community_council_elections_2018  
 
ii) Litter 

 Litter is worse when schools are in session, education needs to start in schools. 

 Cllr Devine recently with headmaster who advised that Prefects are sent out at breaktimes but it’s 
difficult to implement. Most pupils do use bins but there are some who do not. 

 TOB advised that issue of littering has been raised at Forfar Area Network meeting and possibly 
Community Council could get involved to get the Easthaven Project extended to cover the whole of 
Forfar. 

 All agreed that while schoolchildren are a major source of litter, adults are also to blame 
 
iii) Office Holders for new Community Council 

Gordon Grewar, Communities Offices had asked that anyone interested in being an office holder 
should put their names forward ahead of the inaugural meeting on 18 October.  

 Required: Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Planning Contact 

 Optional posts: Vice Chair, Youth Contact 

 Independent non member: Minute Secretary 
ACTION: Potential CC office holders to advise ToB who will collate and forward to Gordon Grewar 
ACTION: Details of Minute Secretary role requirements to be circulated and advertised with VAA and via 
social media 
 
11. Sub Group updates: 
11.1 Common Good Fund – Lead TOB  
TOB still waiting on updated list. 
  
11.2 Planning/Consultations - Lead EF 
(i) Application for Illuminated sign at Buttermilk – EF advised this has now been passed 
 
(ii) Proposed Phoenix Gym on site of old tennis courts 
EF had confirmation from Paul Wilson, Architect that proposed plans extend 2m beyond existing footprint. 
2 storey building proposed with corrugated roof. 
 
(iii) Angus Council Local Area Development Plan 2016  
EF advised she has hard copy of the document to refer to going forward.  Cllr Devine confirmed that it has 
been adopted. 

http://crns.org.uk/member/forfar-resource-store/
https://www.angus.gov.uk/news/have_your_say_community_council_elections_2018


 
11.3 Signage Group – Lead CD  
i) Banner on Gable End, Thistle Bar, 199 East High Street 

 ToB has emailed all competition participants thanking them for their submissions and asking 
permission to use photos for future projects. 

 CD has been advised that exact cost for banner of the size required is £430 + VAT which takes the 
total cost for banner, joinery work, scaffold licence to nearly £800. After a short discussion, CC 
agreed to approve costs to get the banner in place and thanked CD for her efforts on getting this 
project finalised. 

ACTION: CD to obtain invoices and TOB to arrange payment of printing, joinery work and scaffold licence 
before Community Council disbands at the end of September. 
 
ii) Castle Street  
The condition of gutters, pavements etc on Castle Street, particularly from west end to old Clydesdale Bank 
building needs to be addressed.  
ACTION: Form a new Sub Group “Forfar Town Centre Improvement Group” and invite new Community 
Councillors and Cllr Devine to be members. 
 
11.4 Forfar Funding Scheme  
TOB advised that he had received publicity pictures from some organisations and is chasing up evidence 
from others.  
ACTION: TOB to distribute feedback forms and photos showing how grant money has been used. 
 
11.5 Council Buildings and Assets – Lead LC 
i) Lists of buildings 
LC advised that planned walkaround the town will take place when new CC in place. 
 
ii) Pavements Edges and Tactile paving 
LC confirmed she had met with Jane Horsburgh of RNIB and been advised to apply to Angus Council for 
funding to repair tactile paving. 
 
12. Planning Applications 
No further planning applications requiring discussion at this meeting. 
 
13. Final Thoughts 
The Chair thanked everyone who has participated in current Forfar Community Council during the past few 
years and hoped that all would join the next Community Council and looks forward to working with 
everyone in the future. 
 
14. Date and time of next meeting 
The inaugural meeting of the new Community Council will take place at 7pm on Thursday 18 October 2018.  
Cllr Devine reminded everyone that the Angus Care Model “Continuing the Conversation” meeting being 
held in Kirriemuir 4-6pm on 18 October. Cllr Devine recommended people attend to get a clear idea of 
what is happening.  
 
 



APPENDIX A -  

A very busy 3 years, some of the things the Community Council had been involved with: 

 Attended and laid a wreath at Remembrance Service, continue to do so. 

 Consultation on Common Good with Scottish government 

 Member appointed part of LOIP group in Forfar/ Kirriemuir locality. 

 Worked in partnerships with Rotary/Forfar Area Network (FAN) over Christmas lights, Gala week 

and tree planting with Rotary club. 

 Mark Guild development 

 St Margaret’s church project  

 Castlehill project with Cllr Devine 

 "Try Forfar First" window stickers to help local businesses. 

 Signage Group putting up banner at North street, organised photo competition  

 Recycling Consultation input/ meetings and suggestions 

 Organised Recycling joint public meeting with Kirriemuir Community Council. 

 NHS public consultations 

 LOIP review 

 Scotia homes. Westfield/ guide dogs developments 

  Crazy Golf Project/ Toilet provision consultation 

 Taylor street consultation/ Balmashanner tree felling  

 Dealt with representatives from Balmashanner residents group and Gowanbank re speeding 

concerns. Shop owners re parking in the town and Forfar Gymnastics club. 

 Funded applications for Forfar Men’s shed and Forfar in flower 

 Parking consultation 

 List of AED’s / Funded with rotary club box at Buttermarket for Forfar’s only 24hr accessible 

defibrillator at the moment.   

 Funded new pads and battery for 24hr defibrillator at Buttermarket. 

 Set up Facebook page to publish mins and reports to the public and engage with any issues raised 

by the public. 

 Attended various meetings re pride and place and planning with Angus council and other 

community groups and community councils. 

 Funded 9 groups through Forfar community council grant scheme. 

 

Set up and managed  

 Signage group 

 Common good fund group 

 Empty building/Access group 

 PB group – 1st funding allocation event “Forfar grant scheme” 


