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                                                       DRAFT 

 
                                 MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
               MINUTES OF INAUGURAL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 11

th
 OCTOBER 2018 

 
                         IN THE COMMUNITY CABIN, UNION STREET, MONIFIETH. 
 
Interim Chairperson: Sylvia Breen. 
 
Present; Sheena Cochrane, Rob Crossland, John Thornton, Ben Nicoll, Samuel Struth, Ross 
Wilson, Peter Morrison, Frank Chalmers, Derek Uchman.  
 
Apologies; Ken Gibson, Jack Brand, Hazel Brand, Norrie Adams, Lara Allan and Councillor 
Craig Fotheringham.  
 
 
Others: Angus Councillors Ben Lawrie, Sheila Hands, Beth Whiteside, PC Steve Wilson. 
 
 
 Welcome and Introductory Remarks 

a) The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the inaugural meeting of the new council. She  
expressed  her satisfaction that the council has seen all 14 positions filled and will continue 
to be active and taking part in local activities.      

b) She stated that the positions of Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer and Planning Contact 
required to be filled and called for nominations. She also explained that as it stands at the 
moment, with a full complement of councillors there will be no co-option of members and 
handed over a copy of the “Scheme for the Establishment of Community Councils”.  

 
Appointment of Chairperson 
 

John Thornton proposed Sheena Cochrane who indicated she would be willing to stand. This 
was seconded by Ben Nicoll and there being no other nominations, Sheena Cochrane was 
duly elected. 

 
Appointment of Secretary 
     
   Sheena Cochrane proposed John Thornton who indicated he would be willing to stand. This 
was seconded by Ben Nicoll and there being no other nominations John Thornton was duly 
elected.  
 
Appointment of Treasurer 
  
   Rob Crossland proposed Frank Chalmers who indicated he would be willing to stand. This was 
seconded by Sheena Cochrane and there being no other nominations Frank Chalmers was duly 
elected. 
 
Appointment of Planning Contact 
 
Sheena Cochrane proposed Rob Crossland. who indicated he would be willing to stand. This was 
seconded by Frank Chalmers and there being no other nominations, Rob Crossland  was duly 
elected.  
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. 
 
The interim Chairperson then stood down and the Chairperson, Sheena Cochrane took the chair.  
She stated the posts of Vice Chairman and Minute Secretary required to be filled but as there 
were several apologies it was decided to defer these until the next meeting.  
 
 
 
Chairperson’s Address 
 
The Chairwoman thanked Sylvia Breen and the team at Angus Council who had arranged the 
elections. She also thanked all those who had put themselves forward including several new 
members and expressed special delight to see young faces on the Community Council. She 
stated we will do our best to represent the interests of the Community and keep dialogue going 
on all fronts.  
 
 
AOCB 
It was agreed the signatories for the chequebook would be Frank Chalmers and Sheena 
Cochrane. 
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MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday 11th October  
 

The Chairwoman announced we would proceed with a normal Community Council meeting.  
 
 

1. Minutes of Previous Meetings and Matters Arising. 
 

The minutes of the meetings held at the Community Cabin on 13
th
 September 2018 were 

approved as read. The minutes of the special meeting held at the Cottage, 17 High 
Street, Monifieth, on 25

th
 September 2018 were also approved as read.  

 
Matters Arising from 13

th
 September meeting.  

a. Servite House High Street. The problem of mess and potential health hazard 
continues to be a cause for concern. Since the initial replies from Caledonia Housing 
Association there has been no further contact and the disgusting condition of the 
pavement persists. Discussed and agreed a further email be sent to Caledonia 
Housing Association to include the Chief Executive. Contact also to be made with 
Environmental Health, Angus Council.  

b. The matter of congestion at Ethiebeaton Park had been addressed by the Traffic Co-
ordination Group and a reply received from Andrea Strachan, Traffic Engineer, who 
stated the meeting were of the opinion buses would only be at both stops on very 
limited occasions and then only for a very short period of time. There are no options 
to relocate the bus stops but the Group will continue to monitor the situation. It was 
noted at the meeting that these stops are treated as termini giving cause for buses to 
stand longer than a few minutes. An option was mentioned of removing one of the 
stops and having all buses travel in one direction and use the same stop. A reply to 
be sent.  

c. The trolley bay situation at Farmfoods has not been resolved as Planning and Roads 
Department state it is not their concern due to it being private property. It would be 
down to Farmfoods as a goodwill gesture to remove the problem. Secretary to make 
contact with manager to perhaps remove the 2

nd
 line of trolleys. 

d. A reply has been received from SEPA with regard to the problem of the whale burial 
site, with a request to share our email with Angus Council. This approval was given. 
No further contact since. Further contact to be made with Sepa and Environmental 
Health.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Correspondence 
In. 
1. Email received from Seagreen Wind Energy. Application made to Scottish 

Government for new optimized offshore project with proposals to amend the original 
application in that new designs and technology will reduce the number of turbines 
required along with other changes.  A hard copy of the full application is available in 
Carnoustie library and notices will be published in the newspapers. Cascaded, 
discussed and noted for no action meantime as there is minimal impact other than 
the route of the cables from Barry Buddon to Tealing affecting our area. 

2. Email from Police Scotland with Police Report. Cascaded.  
3. Email from Brenda Keith, P.A to Chief Executive Angus Council, with invitation to 

WW1 service of Commemoration at Kirriemuir on 10/11/18. Unable to attend- replied.  
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4. Email from Jennifer Anderson, Communities re Community Resilience Project on 
Wednesday 7

th
 November at 7pm at Fairlie House, Kirriemuir. Cascaded. Discussed 

at length and it was agreed this was a worthwhile project which has the potential to 
encourage volunteering and other worthwhile community projects. Sylvia brought up 
the Mens’ Shed project which has gone from very small beginnings to attracting 
many members. It was stated it was quite a distance to travel at this time of year and 
it was suggested if successful, similar meetings could be arranged more locally.  

5. Email from Lynn McGowan to our Facebook page regarding the crow problem in 
Fontstane. Ben had replied to her satisfaction. He is to send her Norrie Adams 
address so she can contact him directly to discuss the situation.  

6. Letter from Inspector Aitken re the planned new Police office for Monifieth. He 
assures us “Police Scotland maintains a commitment, within the operating model, to 
have officers based within Monifieth”, though in the interim they are based in 
Carnoustie they still carry out their allocated duties within Monifieth. The project is at 
the planning stage with plans having been submitted which have required minor 
adjustments and there is the requirement to ensure the building meets the needs of 
both Police and the local authority. There is also the thorny question of funding! 
Inspector Aitken hopes the matter will be progressed over the coming months.  

7. Letter received from Angus Access Panel re Rod McFarlane award, acknowledging 
our nomination of Troup Chemist. Judging will take place later in the year and we will 
be advised of the result in due course.  

8. Letter from Royal Mail with regard to “Scam Mail” enclosing poster to be displayed 
and publicity given to this matter. Poster to be displayed in C C notice board in High 
Street and posted on our Facebook page and on Our Monifieth.  
 

 
3  Treasurer’s Report 
 
     Frank Chalmers reported the balance standing at £5761.41.  
 
 
4. Planning Matters 
 

Rob Crossland reported there were 2 planning applications viz. erection of a new  
dwelling house at 72 Hill Street and a single storey extension at 5 Maule Street, neither 
of which were of any concern. Building warrants related to alterations to a dwelling 
house at 12 Carmyllie Place, extension to house and garage conversion at 6 and 9 
McIntosh Patrick Place respectively, extension to house at 4A Albert Street, alterations 
to house at 31 Airlie Drive, extension to house at 18 Ardestie Street and change of 
house types at plots 46-59 Victoria Grange and one additional plot.  
Rob also reported on the piece of land in Ardestie Street which had been planted with 
Christmas trees. This had been done without permission on a piece of public open 
space and although this could prove costly for the Council to pursue, following our 
objection, Rob is confident the people concerned will be told to remove the offending 
trees.  
 

 5. Police Report 
      
     Steve Wilson reported several incidents of egg (5) and stone (4) throwing in Victoria  
                Street, Kippford Street, Tayview Caravan Park, McIntosh Patrick Place, Ferry Road,          
                Union Street, Malcolm Crescent and Airlie Drive. Unfortunately this is a regular  
    occurrence at this time of year and attention will be continued in an attempt to stamp it  
    out. A grenade was found in a house in Airlie Drive, causing some disruption, while at  
    Riverview Park a fire was set within 2 shopping trolleys, fortunately with minimal  

   damage.   
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6. Monifieth Cluster Options. 
 
The Chairwoman introduced this item which relates to alternatives proposed for the 
future of schools and schooling in Monifieth and Sidlaw. It was agreed the document 
was not well set out as there is the possibility of commenting on several of the 8 
options contained. There is to be an online survey lasting  from 12

th
 to 26

th
 October to 

capture public opinion. The matter was fully discussed with the options ranging from 
doing nothing to complete rebuilding of Monifieth High School and Grange Primary, 
providing a school complex with or without community facilities, spreading the burden 
of children in the Sidlaw area to other schools in Angus, to co-operating with Perth and 
Dundee Councils at the western Gateway to accommodate pupils who at present 
travel to Perth. Many more options were discussed but the final agreement was that 
something requires to be done in the not too distant future as Monifieth High School is 
overcrowded as it is with many new houses being built in the town leading to a 
corresponding increase in pupil numbers. The school does not have a satisfactory 
rating, while too many pupils are travelling considerable distances every day. The 
Chairwoman pointed out Monifieth has the highest percentage of young children in 
Angus with mental health issues, possibly due to a lack of leisure facilities and very 
poor school surroundings. The bottom line has to be the welfare of the children.  
 
 
7. Angus Councillors’ Reports 
 
Beth Whiteside reported Angus Council have agreed to an asset transfer of the lease 
for the old Access Building to House of Memories. This news was greeted with delight 
amongst councillors.  
 
Ben Lawrie reported he has made contact with Rev Fiona Reynolds of Monifieth Parish 
Church in order to investigate setting up a Mental Health Peer Support Group in 
Monifieth. It is early days but he is hopeful of making good progress in this very 
important area.  
He also reported on the “Power of Youth” event held recently in Angus where young 
people could vote on projects to be awarded funding. Two projects , “HEART of 
Monifieth; Health and Wellbeing” and the “Monifieth Duke of Edinburgh Award Group”   
received £5,000 each.  
Ben concluded with the news he had spoken to the roads team and Pert Bruce 
regarding the blocked pavement at the new church building site in High Street. 
Following publicity in the Courier and several interventions it is hoped Pert Bruce will 
show willing and agree to reduce their footprint and allow pedestrian traffic to resume 
on the north footway.  
 
Sheila Hands reported she had been contacted by a resident who Is concerned at the 
prospect of a food “take away” being established at the Milton Garage Car Wash. 
There are environmental health concerns re the presence of asbestos in the building. 
This does not cause concern unless disturbed. The Chairwoman is aware of the 
identity of the proprietor who would use a van within the shed to conduct his business 
which is not yet operational.  
 
Derek Uchman queried if Monifieth residents would be able to use Baldovie recycling 
yard when/if our general waste skips are removed. The answer was yes. Sheena 
expressed some satisfaction that a year and a half down the line from imminent 
closure we still have a recycling yard and should continue to fight for its retention. 
Approaches should be made from Government to manufacturers to reduce packaging 
and other environmentally unfriendly practices.  
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8 Public Questions. 
 
None 
 
9 AOCB. 
 
Derek Uchman is once again organizing a beach clean over Barry Buddon on Sunday 
28

th
 November at 10am.  

Complaints have been received regarding the condition of the Walk/Cycle Path in front 
of Tayview Caravan Park. There are 3 areas where the path has subsided previously 
and been repaired. There are at least 2 sites where it would appear to be in imminent 
danger of collapse. Beth to inform roads and call to be made to Access Line.  
During discussion of the trolley bays at Farmfoods, Sheena Cochrane stated Angus 
Council had requested remedial work on the steps with repairs required to the steps 
and handrails fitted. She repaired the steps and during discussion found the centre had 
been sold by Kilmac. No one is aware of the new owners. Enquiries to be made 
especially in regard to permission for the lights switch on.  
 
 
10. Date and Time of Next Meeting. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 8

th
 November 2018 at the Community 

Cabin, Union Street, Monifieth at7pm. 
 
.  
 


