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                                 MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
               MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 8th NOVEMBER 2018  
 
                         IN THE COMMUNITY CABIN, UNION STREET, MONIFIETH. 
 
Chairperson: Sheena Cochrane. 
Present; Samuel Struth, Derek Uchman, Ken Gibson, Ben Nicoll, Lara Allan, Peter Morrison, Ross 
Wilson, Frank Chalmers, Jack Brand, John Thornton. 
Others: Councillors Ben Lawrie, Sheila Hands and Beth Whiteside, PC Steve Wilson.  
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
    The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies were received from Hazel Brand.  
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising. 
    The date of the beach clean in Item 9, AOCB, line 2, should read October and not November as stated.  
The minutes were thereafter accepted. No matters arising.  
 
3. Correspondence. 

1) Email to Steve Thomson, Environmental Health, Angus Council re problems experienced with 
burial site of whale. There has been no reply to date. 

2) Email to above official requesting assistance re mess from bird droppings n High Street at Servite 
House. Again no reply received to date. Steve Wilson reported there was a meeting held to 
update residents. 

3) Email from Caledonia Housing Association with information re steps taken by them to alleviate 
problem at Servite House/ 

4) Email sent to all Community Councillors by Secretary re-affirming Mr. Roy’s position regarding 
any potential visit to his garden concerning  the crow problem. 

5) Email from Douglas Hill, Roads Dept. Angus Council re steps being taken to try to have pavement 
re-instated in front of new church building in High Street, intimating ongoing discussions with 
Pert-Bruce. 

6) Emails regarding the ongoing planning application in respect of Seaview House. This led to 
general discussion about the lack of attention paid by planners to individual views on matters 
which can affect the Community, in particular, in this case, the feelings of the Community Council 
that the large increase in vehicular traffic may lead to conflict between pedestrians (children) on 
their way to and from school and, in particular, the view of the Council that vehicular access and 
exit could be changed to try to moderate the dangers. This does not seem to concern the 
planners or officials in the Roads Department with the planning official in charge of the case 
refusing to consider a site meeting.  It is significant that the views of the Head Teacher at Seaview 
were not obtained during any consultation. Members of the Council were encouraged to write to 
the members of the Development Standards Committee to highlight the problems, while 
information should be sought from the same source as to the timing of traffic surveys.  

7) Email from Ordnance Survey with information about migration to a new platform. Discussed and 
deferred.  
 

4.  Social Media 
     Ben Nicoll reported there had been much discussion on “Our Monifieth” and elsewhere re the throwing 
of eggs at houses, a problem which has been reported for some years now. Steve Wilson also talked 
about this in his report at item 7.  
Ben reported there had been good feedback for the proposal to introduce a quiet hour before the 
Christmas lights switch on celebrations begin to allow autistic and other children who are affected by 
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excessive noise and bright lights to enjoy a visit to Santa. Thanks to Peter and Lara for this input.  
There will be a quiz night at the Vault on Friday 30

th
 November 2018 in support of the Mediaeval Fayre. 

14 teams of 4 can be accommodated at cost of £5 per head.  
Ben also reported there had been a request for information from a Courier reported concerning the 
Community Council’s viewpoint on Angus Councillors attending, or not, our meetings. Sheena Cochrane 
had addressed the issue in a very diplomatic manner, in essence stating our Councillors attend many 
meetings, several of which are held on the same night. Sheena stated we appreciate all the hard work 
carried out by all our Councillors on behalf of the people of Monifieth and Sidlaw. 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
Frank Chalmers reported the balance stood at £5067.61 after payments having been made to the Boys’ 
Brigade in respect of assistance requested by Steve Wilson to assist in covering costs for his Police 
diversionary scheme, money paid in respect of the wreaths for Remembrance Sunday, several cheques 
having been received already from relevant bodies. Frank stated the Council had paid for the wreath for 
A/Sgt Michael Lockett, along with the others, and members of the Community Council agreed we would 
not be asking the family for payment.  
 
6. Planning Matters. 
    No report 
 
7.  Police Report 
     Steve Wilson reported on the many “youths causing annoyance” calls received over the month from 
Well St, Wemyss Cresc., Grange Place, Grangehill Drive,  Malcolm Cresc., Ardownie St., Airlie Drive, 
Fotheringham Drive and Victoria St., the vast majority of which involved egg throwing- a recent 
unwelcome tradition. Monifieth Golf Club was subject of a break in, while a car was vandalised in 
Fontstane Rd, and youths were reported on the roof of the High School.  Steve had made attempts to try 
to restrict the sale of eggs to youngsters by speaking to shopkeepers, but these proved mostly 
unsuccessful. Several councillors spoke of initiatives for integrating children into the community by 
introducing them to elderly residents, and likewise fostering schemes to see older people in schools, 
talking to the youngsters. All agreed any communication between the generations was a good thing. 
Steve said he was repeating last years’ pensioners’ tea dance/party in the Community Cabin at which 
Frank was a willing volunteer. Steve finished by thanking the Community council for the generous 
donation of money to pay for the cost of transport for the youths travelling to Dundee for the dance and 
football intervention schemes.  
 
8. Angus Councillors’ Reports. 
    Ben Lawrie reported the consultation on the Monifieth cluster has now closed. Analysis has not yet 
been carried out on the 684 replies with half being from Monifieth. Beth Whiteside commented the 
consultation was quite short and was in effect a “scoping report”.  
Comments were made by all Angus Councillors on a recent initiative “Safe Drive- Stay Alive” being run by 
the emergency services in conjunction with the schools and targeted at young drivers and those about to 
get their first licence. It has been described as very hard hitting and effective, with comments made that it 
would do no harm for parents to also be involved in some way. The Community council fully support any 
initiative like this to make our roads safer.  
The Access Office in Monifieth has been leased to the History Society on a short term basis (2 or 3 years) 
in the meantime with perhaps the option to increase the length of the lease. This is great news for the 
House of Memories which had run out of space in a fairly dilapidated building.  
 
9. Public Questions 
    None.  
       

10. AOCB  

     None. 
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11. Christmas Lights Event.  
     Preparations for the switch on are progressing with legal requirements in place, the 
temporary entertainment licence has been granted  and the road closure approved. 
Insurance cover has been extended by Zurich, for erection and dismantling of lights and 
for the stalls at no extra charge. Enquiries are being made to obtain insurance cover for 
the lights, for which a replacement value has been estimated at £19,000.  John to reply 
to Dorothy Gunn, Police Scotland in relation to their input and the number of stewards 
available on the day.  There is good interest from stall holders and Lara is to contact 
groups through the Ladies Night at Forthill to try to ensure we have a mix of stalls with 
hopefully craft type goods for children to buy Christmas gifts at a reasonable price. 
Stallholders will be charged £15 and advised  to bring their own tables and chairs.  
Derek confirmed that Fallone’s Pizza would be there and further said he had spoken to 
Andrew McArtney in regard to his proposed purchase of stalls. The sleigh to be used 
will be the one built and owned by Derrick Laing at Dundee Airport.  
Jack Brand has obtained excellent inflatable figures, gifted from Dobbies, along with 
some slightly damaged unsaleable items. He is to return on the 18th  November  to 
confirm  which items will be available  when Dobbie’s  grotto will have been set up. He 
is also to buy lights (Icicles?) to garland the square, which will be complemented by 
Sheena’s purchase of 50 metres of “snow on a rope”, along with the purchase of a 
backdrop for the gazebo .  
Sheena is to sort out the penguin with the chip shop, put notices on cars and arrange  
with the electrician for power points.  
It was agreed we would make a donation of £50 to the pipe band. The Community cabin 
has been booked for them to warm and tune up, while the Crown Function suite has 
been booked.  
Query to be made with Andy Griffith re the sound system for the stage concerning the 
format for people to bring their music. 
The question of a brass band has not been resolved and Peter Morrison is to obtain 
back up recording of brass band music. 
Ben Nicoll has the Programme of Events more or less confirmed and will publish the 
final running list nearer the time. 
Martin Jamieson had asked if several younger children from Monifieth Athletic could 
switch on the tree lights. This was agreed and Sheena is to make a plunger, last year’s 
having been lost.  
Jack confirmed the Tesco Bags of Help funding is in order.  
Rotary will be supplying mulled non alcoholic wine and Sheena is to once again be the 
excellent provider of stovies.  
The Chairwoman brought the meeting to a close at 9.30pm.  
 
 
 
12.The next meeting of the Community Council will be held on Thursday 13th December 
2018 at 7pm in the Community Cabin. 
 


