
 
 
     

INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 15th October 2018 at Inglis Hall, Edzell 

 

Graeme Hodges from Angus Council opened the meeting as interim Chairperson and welcomed 

everyone.  He showed the information pack – Scheme for the establishment of Community Council – 

and explained that it was available through the Angus Council website.  Graeme is one of the 

Community Officers for Montrose, Brechin and Edzell and reminded the people present regarding 

the Your Budget Your Choice (YBYC) event being held in the Inglis Hall Edzell on Saturday (20th 

October 1000-1300hrs).   

Graeme asked for nominations for Chairperson, both Alan Budge and Gus Leighton were nominated, 

however Alan did not wish to continue as Chairperson due to personal commitments, so Gus was 

duly elected.  Emily MacSporran (although not at the meeting) had agreed to be Treasurer and Claire 

Wilson will remain as a non-ICC member being the minute secretary.  Patrick will continue as 

Planning Liaison. 

ICC is allocated 9 community Councillors and only 6 people put in nominations.  Ken Goddard and 

Ann Johnson were co-opted on at the meeting, 

Graeme encouraged the ICC to recruit a youth member (aged 14-18).  The committee will now take 

this forward. 

Gus thanked Graeme and chaired the meeting from that point on. 

 

1, Present: Gus Leighton (Chairperson), Claire Wilson (Secretary), Patrick Ford (Planning Liaison), 

Alan Budge, Ann Johnson, Judith Gallacher, Dick Robertson. 

 

In Attendance: Cllr Bob Myles, Cllr Kenny Braes, Cllr Gavin Nicol, Graeme Hodges (Community Officer 

for Angus Council), Special Constable Ricky Martin and 4 members of the public (3 who only 

attended at the later stages of the meeting at AOCB). 

 

Apologies: Emily MacSporran, Ken Goddard. 

 

2. The minutes of the last minutes were approved and will be posted onto the website. 

                  Action: Claire 

 

3. Police Report 

Special Constable Martin attended the meeting to update the Community Council on local issues.  

There has been a surge in Hare-Coursing in the local area.  There was an incident over the weekend 

in Edzell and 2 males have been reported and a vehicle seized.  The public are encouraged to report 

any suspicions on 101.  There was a short discussion on the benefits of the Automatic Number Plate 

Recognition cameras on the A90 although Special Constable Martin stated that most Hare Coursers 

will not travel on the main roads. 

The Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in the area continues to grow with a meeting at Menmuir Hall on 

Saturday 27th of October 2018, 1000-1500hrs this will run as a drop-in session. 

Constable Martin stated that Sgt Clark Renilson was very proactive and encouraged the expansion of 

the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in the area.  Gus thanked Ricky for his involvement and 

enthusiasm with the local Neighbourhood Watch and stated that the local e-mail used by the co-

ordinators was being very useful to disseminate information. 

A local resident had contacted Constable Martin regarding the Edzell Arch.  The resident was happy 

that the repairs had been completed on the Arch and praised the EVIS for taking this on.  However, 



they felt that there should be priority system through the arch with a speed restriction to prevent the 

Arch being struck again.   

 

 

 

4. Treasurers Report 

Bank    

Opening bank balance at 17/09/18       1,951.10 

Payment to British Heart Foundation for defibrillator      -600.00 

Payment to Albacare Ltd for defibrillator cabinet       -478.80 

Hire of Menmuir Hall            -15.00 

AngusAlive re: deposit for hire of Inglis Hall                          -30.75 

Secretary Fees                                            -30.00 

Sale of 2 Selecta DNA kits             40.00 

Closing bank             836.55 

 

 

The balance is made up of: 

Money related to Selecta DNA kits                                                                                                  483.60 

ICC Money           352.95 

Total            836.55 

 

 

5.Recurring Items 

a) Buskhead Bridge 

No update.  Cllr Braes and Ken are still to meet.  Cllr Braes feels that Angus Council should be able to 

help with Public Liability insurance and will investigate this.                                 Action: Cllr Braes/Ken 

 

b) River Pathway 

The rerouted pathway has collapsed and has been closed to the public by Angus Council as is 

dangerous.  Structural engineers from Angus Council have stated that the only solution is to re-route 

the path.  Alan feels that a cantilever system may be a better solution.  Alan will pass the name of the 

structural engineer onto the Cllr Myles, Cllr Braes and Cllr Nicol and Cllr Myles will discuss the 

situation with the structural engineer.                                                                      Action: Alan/Cllr Myles 

 

c) Donation of Defibrillator 

The cheque for £600 was sent to British Heart Foundation.  A receipt has been received and awaiting 

delivery of the defibrillator.  The defibrillator cabinet has arrived and as soon as the defibrillator 

arrives Emily will arrange instillation with the Glenesk Hotel where the defibrillator is to be housed. 

                     Action: Emily 

 

d) Campsite at Tarfside 

No update. 

 

 

 

e) Cattleraik 

Ongoing.  Some residents have got independent valuations and plan to put in a counter bid with 

Angus Council. 

 



f) Gannochy Bridge 

Alan has spoken to Aberdeenshire Council regarding Slow road markings and a road narrow sign.  

Awaiting a response.               Action: Alan 

 

g) Speeding within Edzell 

Alan has spoken to Craig Hudson at Angus Council.  There is not enough traffic in the village to 

warrant a Pelican crossing.  Alan asked how the ICC felt about double yellow lines from the mini 

roundabout for a short distance down the High Street.  It was felt that this was a good idea and the 

Panmure Hotel owner was in favour, but Judith suggested that it should be discussed with the 

Charity Shop.  Alan will speak to the Charity Shop and then report back to Craig Hudson.  There was 

also discussion on a possible future plan to narrow the road at this point however this was not 

thought to be feasible due to the agricultural vehicles that use the road. 

Alan had spoken to Craig about rumble strips (lines that give an audible noise when driven over) to  

alert drivers to reduce their speed when entering the village.  The problem is that they cause a noise 

which is disturbing to any houses nearby.  It was felt that this solution could be used at either end of 

the High Street (before the school and Arch) as there are no nearby houses, however the other roads 

leading into the village all have houses by them.  Alan will discuss this with Craig Hudson also. 

                     Action: Alan 

 

h) Winter Maintenance Plan 

The main pavements in Edzell will get treated during the winter months although may be later in the 

day. However, it was still hoped that villagers would help clear paths/pavements.  When asked about 

liability Cllr Myles stated that there were no known cases of anyone being prosecuted in a situation 

like this.  Ann stated that when she cleared the pavements around her business she had been told by 

Aberdeenshire Council that she would be 100% liable if anyone injured themselves.  Cllr Braes will 

contact the legal department regarding liability.  Graeme Hodges suggested that any group who 

helped clear paths could perhaps come under EVIS’s liability insurance.  It was also suggested that 

perhaps, if there was a group formed and they were named, they could come under Angus Council’s 

insurance.  Cllr Braes will enquire.                    Action: Cllr Braes 

 

6. Planning and CNP Report 

Patrick highlighted various points from the Planning and CNP Report circulated at the meeting (see 

Attachment 1).  There had been 3 new applications submitted for the area since the ICC’s September 

meeting. There was no comment to be made on any of the new applications. 

The ICC had objected to an application for two proposed dwelling houses at The Park, Careston as it 

does not comply with Angus Local Development Plan on housing development in countryside 

locations. The Applicant’s agent has requested a meeting with representatives from the ICC – Patrick 

and Judith will arrange a suitable meeting with the agent and report back to the ICC. 

 

Proposed Glendye Windfarm (www.glendyewindfarm.co.uk) 

The application for the proposed windfarm had been submitted to the ECU on 2 October 2018. 

Patrick will compile a draft representation to the ECU with Judith and Gus and forward the draft to 

the rest of the ICC for comments.  Patrick informed the ICC that additional information discs are 

available from the planners at the cost of £15.   

Patrick will update the Introductory Information Pack, Claire will upload onto the ICC website, and 

Alan will put the information onto the Edzell Facebook page.  Judith will also forward some 

photomontages showing how the proposed windfarm would be likely to impact visually on the local 

environment.  The Information Pack will advertise a special meeting of the ICC to discuss the 

proposals to be held on Monday 5th November 2018 at a venue to be confirmed, possibly The 

Cottage or Edzell Church Hall depending on local response to the website and Facebook postings.  

file:///C:/Users/Patrick/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Temp/www.glendyewindfarm.co.uk


The representation will take account of the views expressed at the meeting. The final version 

requires to be with the ECU on or before the 13 November 2018. 

There was a discussion on the effects in and around the ICC area regarding the transportation 

required for building the proposed windfarm.  There would be a huge impact on the roads and 

although the preferred route is via the road past Edzell Woods it was felt, due to the poor junction at 

North Water Bridge, there was a high likelihood the heavy traffic will come through Edzell village, if 

joining the A90 southbound.                                                    Action:Patrick/Judith/Gus/Claire/Alan                                         

 

CNP 

Patrick attended the AoCC and Planning Representatives Network on 26 September in Grantown on 

Spey.  There were no items of special significance to the ICC area. 

 

Scottish Planning System Review 

Planning (Scotland) Bill, proposed changes to Scottish planning system Stage 2 begun 12 September 

2018.  Amendments proposed can be viewed at: 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/106768.aspx 

 

7. Ward Councillors 

Cllr Braes is the species and habitat champion for the brown hare.  He encouraged everyone to 

report any suspicions of hare coursing.  Myxomatosis has been confirmed in hares in the UK – again 

Cllr Braes asked people to be vigilant and report to the appropriate authorities if they have any 

concerns. 

Cllr Nicol spoke about the YBYC voting event taking place in the Inglis Hall on Saturday 20 October 

2018. 

Cllr Myles spoke about the lighting at both ends of Edzell being reviewed.  The Edzell Garden Group’s 

plan to landscape the roundabout at Keithock is on-going. 

There was no update on the topping of the trees at Inglis Court.  Cllr Myles will follow up. 

          Action: Cllr Myles 

Cllr Myles had attended a meeting with COSLA to discuss the implications of Brexit on Local 

Government – no real decision was made at the meeting.  However, there were discussions on 

Healthcare Hubs and he will take that information to the Brechin Healthcare Group. 

The interviews for the Chief Executive for NHS Tayside will commence shortly. 

 

8. Correspondence 

Meeting between Community Councils and Angus Council on the 22nd November.  Claire will confirm 

time and venue with the Council.  Gus asked for suggestions on 2 topics that the ICC could take to 

the table.  The proposed development at Inglis Court, Winter Maintenance Plan and Buskhead Bridge 

were suggested and Gus asked that the ICC members contact him with any other issues. 

? Alan to attend with Gus.     

                                                                                                                            Action: Claire/All ICC members 

 

Meeting with Kirstene Hair (MP for Angus) and representatives of all Angus Community Councils is 

planned for 15th November 2018 at Forfar Community Council 1800-2000hrs.  Items were requested 

to discuss at the table.  Rural Broadband was suggested, and Gus asked the ICC members to think of 

another one and inform him.                                                                                     Action: All ICC members   

 

There is a Community Resilience/AED meeting to be held in Fairlie House, Kirriemuir.  The ICC felt 

that there was no requirement for anyone to attend. 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/106768.aspx


An invitation had been extended for a member of the ICC to attend a commemoration of WW1 at 

Kirriemuir however no one is able to attend.   

 

9. AOCB 

Remembrance Wreaths 

Claire will contact Fiona Yates to organise collection of wreaths.  One to be laid at Tarfside (? Ken to 

perform) and one at Edzell (Gill Reid offered to lay the wreath on behalf of the ICC). 

 

Inglis Memorial Hall 

Patrick explained that in response to a freedom of information request by Jean Smedley Angus 

Council had now confirmed who owned the Inglis Memorial Hall (IMH): Angus Council still holds the 

IMH building and original contents in the 1898 Trust set up by the donor, Robert William Inglis, but 

holds the maintenance fund within the Angus Council Charitable Trust. ANGUSAlive manages use of 

the building on a day-to-day basis by arrangement with Angus Council as trustee under the 1898 

Trust. There is still some dubiety, however, regarding the role of the Ward Councillors in exercising 

the trusteeship under the 1898 Trust.  At a practical level, it was suggested that the best way forward 

was to see if an enthusiastic and willing group in Edzell would like to take over the running (but not 

the ownership or responsibility for maintenance) of the Hall.  It was noted, however, that most of the 

volunteers within the village are already contributing a huge amount of time (e.g Cottage Lunches, 

public toilet upkeep, Gardens Group) and it was not thought that there would be a huge willingness 

unless a different group of volunteers were involved.  Patrick will speak to Sandra Livingston, 

Communities Officer at Angus Council, at the YBYC event on 20 October 2018 to try to get the 

proposed exploratory meeting which was cancelled in June to go ahead, to try to gauge interest.  Cllr 

Braes is eager to help with passing the management of the hall to a local group.                                                                                                                                                                                 

                Action: Patrick 

 

Inglis Court 

There had been a recent press release which stated that there was a proposed plan to demolish 

Inglis Court, Edzell which was originally built as a Sheltered Housing Complex however the uptake to 

reside there recently had been low.  Locals felt that the low uptake was due to the warden facility 

being removed and allowing people not suited to be housed with the elderly to reside in the 

complex.  This meant that the elderly residents felt vulnerable. The residents were also not made 

aware of the proposal and a resident in his 90’s was shocked and worried when he was told of the 

plans by another villager at a local lunch.  Cllr Braes stated that he felt there had been very poor 

communication between Angus Council and the Inglis Court Residents. 

A member of the public also spoke about Queen Elizabeth Court, Fettercairn which has warden cover 

Monday to Friday 0900-1700hrs and there is a waiting list to get in.  Cllr Myles said funding had been 

removed so a warden could not be employed.  This however was felt to be the main reason that 

uptake of the flats at Inglis Court was so poor as the elderly felt they may as well stay in their own 

homes if there was no warden cover.  Cllr Myles suggested that the locals write, with their concerns, 

to John Morrow (Senior Housing Officer at Angus Council) although stressed that the demolition was 

only a suggestion. 

 

Next meeting: Monday 19th November 2018 at 1930hrs in Inglis Memorial Hall, Edzell.    

 

 

 

 

Attachment 1 

 



INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Planning and CNP Report for Meeting to be held on Monday 15 October 2018 

 

Angus Council: Planning applications for ICC area notified since last report 

 18/00783/FULL – Edzell Primary School, Edzell, DD9 7TA – Siting of Eight Classrooms as 
Temporary Accommodation – no reason to comment – awaiting decision 

 18/00726/FULL – Syde Farm Steading, Stracathro, Brechin – Change of Use, Alterations and 
Extension of Redundant Farm Buildings to 3 No Residential Dwellings – Renewal of 
15/00662/FULL – no reason to comment – awaiting decision 

 18/00683/FULL – 48-46 High Street, Edzell, Brechin, DD9 7TA – Erection of Garage and Porch 
Extension to Front of Dwellinghouse – no reason to comment – awaiting decision 

 

Angus Council: Progress/outcome of selected applications for ICC area previously reported 

 18/00533/FULL – Hoodston, Findowrie, Brechin, DD9 6RF – Demolition of Existing Livery 
Barn Storage Shed and Erection of Residential Extension and Installation of Flue – no reason 
to comment – approved 

 18/00480/FULL – Field due South of The Park, Careston – Proposed Two Dwellinghouses – 
Objection submitted by ICC: proposed development does not comply with Angus Local 
Development Plan policies on housing development in countryside locations – further 
information being sought from applicant by Planning – Applicant’s agent has requested 
meeting with rep(s) of ICC – awaiting decision 

 

Aberdeenshire Council: Glendye Wind Farm Proposal 

 See generally ICC Introductory Information Pack previously circulated 

 Application submitted to ECU on 2 October 2018 (per ECU email of 5 October 2018 and press 
notice previously circulated to new ICC members elect) 

 Deadline for representations to ECU 13 November 2018 

 Suggested process for representation preparation/submission (per PPT presentation at ICC 
meeting on 20 August 2018) – see Annex 1 

 

Cairngorms National Park 

 No new CNP planning application call-ins for ICC area notified 

 Meetings of AoCC and Planning Representatives Network on 26 September 2018 at The 
Pagoda, Grantown on Spey; PJF attended; no items of special significance for ICC area 

 

Scottish Planning System Review 

 Planning (Scotland) Bill, proposing changes to Scottish planning system; Stage 2, begun 12 
Sept 2018, continues – consideration of amendments by Local Government and 
Communities Committee; numerous amendments proposed; see 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/106768.aspx . 

 

 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/106768.aspx

