
KIRRIEMUIR LANDWARD EAST COMMUNITY COUNCIL. 
Minutes of meeting held on Monday 14th January 2019 at Memus Community Hall 
 
Website:  Kirrielecc.wix.com/home 
 
Present: 
Ivan Laird (Chair), Lorna Bruce (Treasurer), Ruth White (Secretary), Helen Murray, Jeannie MacLean. 
 
In Attendance:  Cllr Ronnie Proctor, Cllr Kenny Braes, Cllr Gavin Nicol, Cllr Bob Myles, Cllr Julie Bell, Sgt 
Vicki Crichton of Police Scotland. 
 
Apologies: Audrey Gourlay, Patrick Newman, Cllr Angus McMillan Douglas. 
 
 
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting.   
Approved -  Helen seconded –  Jeannie. 
 
4. Matters Arising 
Nil 
 
5.  Chairman’s Address. 
Ivan opened the meeting by offering the condolences of the council to Bob Myles on the bereavement of his 
father. 
 
Ivan also introduced the council’s newly appointed Minute Secretary Ruth White, succeeding Liz Bridon. It 
had been hoped to give Liz a formal presentation at this meeting in recognition of her contribution.  Liz 
however is committed elsewhere therefore the council will offer to present their gift and card in thanks at a 
later date. 
 
6. Treasurer’s Report. 
In the bank: £874.83.  The Treasurer confirmed that there was no current payments outstanding. 
 
6.  Police Report (Please see report emailed and on the website). 
Sergeant Vicki Crichton presented the police report.   
Change in personnel with the appointment of new Inspector for the area; Inspector Nicola McGovern. 
 
Festive Road Safety Campaign resulted in 1 in 15 drivers breathalysed found to be over the limit which is 
double that of last year. Other issues identified were driving without insurance or licences.  Police visiting 
local pubs has assisted in identifying individuals early who have attempted to drive while over the limit.   
 
Recent break-ins to commercial premises on outskirts of Kirriemuir are of concern as this is a new 
development in the area.  Additional patrols have been deployed while the situation is monitored. 
 
A number of warrants executed in support of drug operations in the area which has resulted in success in 
the recovery of drugs. 
 
Re-location of Forfar Police Office. Premises at St.Margaret’s House, Orchardbank most likely new 
location.  Matter remains in initial planning with no timeframe set. The 1960s building housing the police 
office in Forfar is no longer fit for purpose and with significant repair required the building is deemed no 
longer financially or operationally viable.  The preference to St.Margaret’s House has the benefit of co-
locating the police with other services plus the access onto the A90. 
 
The matter continues to be subject to consultation.  Cllr Proctor accepted that the current building was in a 
very poor state highlighting the issue with damp. However he believes that the public require a town centre 
presence. Kirriemuir has suffered the loss of almost all services including banking and there is concern that 
Forfar risks the same fate.  Public require confidence of having a continued point of contact. 
 
Vicki advised that this consideration has been identified and options are being looked at including placing 
officers onto the Community Library Bus service or utilise community officers within the public library with 
advertised timings. For example, a rural surgery is operated out of Strathmartin Hall. 
 
Jeanni stated that with the removal of the police office in Forfar town centre this risks also removing the day 
to day presence of the police in general in the town.  
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Ivan raised the matter of the public having access to police in an emergency.  There is a great deal of 
reliance on the proliferation of mobile phones but, there is a continued need for a dedicated emergency 
police box or phone line in the absence of a manned police station.  It was confirmed that the current yellow 
phone box outside the police station would move with the station but that there could be the option to install 
one in a central location such as outside the library.  Cllr Bell also suggested co-location with the 
Defibrillator at Buttermarket as an option. 
 
As the Access Office in Forfar is also now co-located within the library, the use of the library for a town 
centre presence for the police was generally agreeable.  Cllr Myles stressed that police connection to the 
community must be maintained. 
 
Ivan also suggested the police utilise the Community Council meetings where it can be advertised that an 
officer would be available at the hall in advance of the meeting, and then remain to attend the meeting. 
Albeit, this offers only 6 dates per year. 
 
It was advised that there is a project operating currently in Dundee; “Coffee with a Cop” which offers an 
informal setting within the community centre for the public to liaise with police. 
 
Forfar no longer holds cell accommodation in the current premises with all custodies now processed 
through Dundee or Arbroath. Many of the departments previously housed in the Forfar Station have closed.  
The Mountain Rescue Team would most likely re-locate into Kirriemuir given the closer proximity to the 
glens from the town. CCTV is still handled in Forfar but the infrastructure requires updating and this service 
will be moved to Dundee. 
 
Update on Rural Crime. The new developments of recent break-ins on the outskirts of Kirriemuir are of 
main concern.  The recent events involving a suspicious white van in Glen Prosen has resulted in increased 
rural patrols but the matter itself has not generated a lot of crime. Target seems to be mainly quad bikes 
and agricultural equipment.   
 
Work in tackling anti-social driving in the area has resulted in 50 drivers being issued warnings. A second 
offence can result in the vehicle being seized.  New special constables are on the ground dealing with this 
matter. Throughout February/March the operational focus will be around schools and villages such as 
Tannadice.  The police are using stickers which are images of children which can be applied to bins and 
just encourage drivers to think as they drive past these.  Along with this initiative are the Pop-Up Police and 
Pop-Up children.  Although these can’t be left out in the same way as the bin stickers, when deployed these 
have been found to be very effective in curbing speeding.  Ongoing education with police visiting schools 
and issuing leaflets to children to take home to their parents is extremely effective in getting the message 
out, especially in regard to speed and parking around schools. 
 
Vicki advised that her team also notify the insurance companies of drivers that are issued warnings.  In 
addition, the team utilise traffic officers to assess the condition of vehicles, which can again lead to vehicles 
being seized but the police must operate with some stealth for their efforts to be effective in catching 
offenders. 
 
7. Areas: 
Memus.     
Helen reported that the pot-holes were filled on Friday.  A charge was presented for the repair to the 
Defibrillator.  It was agreed that the council would fund the full repair at a cost of £192.  It was noted that the 
defibrillator in Tannadice is insured under a deal which is a managed solution providing cover for 4-years.  
It is acknowledged that the Memus defibrillator is situated at the village hall but not the responsibility of the 
village hall. Ownership of the responsibility of the equipment should be identified and insurance options 
considered.  The equipment was installed by Cortachy Rural.  It was proposed that possibly the village hall 
are funded to include the equipment on the hall insurance given that is where it is installed.  Cllr Myles 
advised that these defibrillators have very much been left to the goodwill of the communities which benefit 
from them but it was generally acknowledged that provision of some insurance cover was prudent.  Cllr Bell 
advised that just a cursory online search offered several insurance options therefore it was suggested that 
the Community Council could consider a policy to cover all the defibrillators in the area.  Cllr Proctor will 
speak with Memus Hall Committee and Angus Glens Defibrillator Group and explore options. 
 
Tannadice.     
Speeding traffic and big lorries going through the village. 
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Baldoukie reservoir has been drained by SEPA/SNH.  Ivan did advise that any reservoir did come under 
legislation in the Reservoir 1972 Act and is aware that the stream had been diverted in order to feed the 
reservoir but the matter is currently resolved. 
 
Finavon.    
Ongoing, U-turns at the Finavon junction.   Matter of continued concern.  The road signage is not 
considered successful. In addition Jeannie remarked that the layout itself causes frustration as anyone 
exiting Peggy Scott’s planning to travel south is forced onto the northbound carriageway onto an equally 
questionable junction to transfer onto the southbound carriageway.  It was recognised that there had 
previously been an access road into Peggy Scott’s which would address this matter in some way but this 
had been closed.  With both Peggy Scott’s and Finavon Hotel both now under new ownership the council 
believed that an opportunity now existed to open dialogue with the new owners with a view to their 
cooperation to re-open this access offering the benefit of improved road safety and better access for their 
clientele. The police are happy to support in any efforts to improve the safety of this junction, but will not 
lead. Ivan along with Cllr Proctor will approach the new owners with a view to arranging a meeting. It was 
agreed to contact the owners by letter. Cllrs Myles and Braes also happy to lend support.  
 
Oathlaw.    
It was noted that there is no change to the condition of the verges and the persistence of rubbish 
accumulating. 
 
Prosen.     
Thanks and appreciation to council cemeteries for their recent work at Prosen Kirk which has benefited 
from a thorough tidy and looks in excellent condition. 
Jeanni re-iterated the deteriorating road from the car park at the church to the hall which will only worsen in 
the winter. 
Jeannie is dealing with Malcolm Taylor of Airlie Estate with a view to finding a solution to the location of the 
wheelie bins at the Scott Memorial. It was emphasised that the memorial which was fully planned and 
delivered by the community council is proving very popular with visitors therefore a solution has to be 
found. 
A traffic cone has appeared in the road running alongside the old quarry lay-by.  It is believed this has been 
deliberately sited in order to ward traffic away from a large pot-hole in which it is sitting but the position of 
the cone in what is the middle of the road is in itself a hazard.  
White van connected with recent thefts not seen.  Vicki did advise that crime such as this is very much 
dependant on who is at large in the area and active.  An opportunity to seal off the glen and potentially trap 
the van was unfortunately thwarted by local residents chasing the van out the glen before the police had 
been contacted and able to respond. Message is for residents to contact the police in the first instance 
before being tempted to take any action. 
 
Clova.    
Clova Road. Helen reported that 100m after fork above Gella Bridge which has had repairs to the bank now 
has a hole which has appeared below the repair.  The bank above looks vulnerable to collapse. It is 
suggested that this may have been prevented had a ditch in the hill been cleaned out thereby diverting 
water towards a drain on the way to Glenarm.  More information on this matter is available from Sandy 
Mearns at Crossbog Farm Tel. 01575 540243. 
 
Glen Quiech.    
Nothing to report. 
 
Fern and Glen Ogil.    
Ivan reported that a 9 month old calve is suspected missing from Easter Ogil, the matter realised when the 
cattle were brought in before Christmas and the tag number has now been identified.  All searches have 
failed to locate the animal.  Vicki has made a note of this and advised that any such reports of missing 
livestock should be reported to the police who were successful in identifying and bringing charges in 2018 
for livestock theft.  Reporting missing livestock allows the police to identify any patterns as livestock thefts 
tend to be successful when done in small numbers. 
 
Cortachy.    
The Memus war memorial is now installed in Cortachy Church and looks good in its new location. 
 
8. Correspondence. 
Nothing to Report. 
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9. Planning Applications. 
None  
 
Ivan reported that a resident of Dykehead raised a complaint regarding The Jubilee Arms Hotel at 
Dykehead which is an eyesore in the area.  The property is owned by the wife of Mark Laird and no 
information is known to the community council of the owner’s plans for the property.  Helen advised that the 
previous owner of the neighbouring property had received a letter from Mrs Laird confirming their intention 
to develop the property this year in order to provide reassurance during her efforts to sell her property. It 
was agreed that the Council would write to Mr Hunter to record its concerns regarding this property and 
seek information on the owner’s intentions. 
 
10. Car Park Charges 
Ivan raised the matter of the car park charges and meters however Cllr Proctor was not able to offer any 
update in advance of a council meeting scheduled for Tuesday 15th January.  Lorna did advise Cllr Proctor 
that she had learned that the meters cannot accept foreign vehicle number plates.  Such issues are adding 
pressure on local businesses with general trend being that visitors have simply stopped taking any time to 
be in the towns.   Although it was accepted that the businesses which can fair better in the online climate 
are those which offer services such as hairdressers and coffee shops, there was an example of the Airlie 
Arms in Kirriemuir who had lost the custom of a group of 12 which met every week in their premises but 
have stopped due to the parking meters.  It is a significant added frustration that the machines will not take 
coins.   Jeannie did share with the council her own dismay in reading a report that Tesco intend to include 
in-store barbers in their stores which she sees as yet another hit to the high streets.  Comment was also 
made on the number of spaces dedicated in town centres to taxi ranks with 10 spaces in Forfar reducing 
scope for other town users to park.  The number and use of wardens was raised but Cllr Bell assured that 
this resource was well dispersed. 
 
11. Forfar Leisure Centre. 
Ivan raised the matter of the old Forfar Leisure Centre.  Cllr Proctor advised that when an item is deemed 
‘operational’ which the Leisure Centre is, the matter is led by a Civic Officer albeit scrutinized by the 
councillors.  This issue has been led by Colin Brown now for many months and has been subject to 
significant work which hopefully will realise a plan soon. 
 
12.  Any Other Business 
Cllr Myles stated that Stracathro Hospital remained invested in and its future secure with both health boards 
of Ninewells and Grampian utilising the facility. 
 
Cllr Braes reported on his recent visit to Tannadice School which he thoroughly enjoyed and found the 
school to be very positive with enthusiastic staff and a good ethos.  He stated that the school is an asset in 
the area.  
 
Cllr Proctor raised the matter of Countryline.  His concern is regarding crime being exported from cities in 
the south to our rural area with offenders looking to expand/export their activities.  Our rural communities 
are not without their own drug issues therefore it is incredibly important that efforts are made to stave off 
any such expansion/exportation of these issues from elsewhere.   Any suspicious activity and particular 
strangers seen in the area, our community must act and report to Crimestoppers in order to allow the police 
to build a picture.  This was supported by Vicki who reported that a simple call regarding suspicious activity 
in the Westmuir car park led to the police successfully deploying a team and resulted in drug arrests.  
Ivan suggested that the lay-by at Glen Ogil crossroads had become an unofficial carpark which could 
benefit from investigation.  Vicki encouraged the public to come forward with vehicle registration numbers.  
Efforts were also underway to extend rural watch areas. 
 
Lorna reported that she had been exposed to the fake TV licence scam which is active online. On reporting 
the matter she was connected to a team of officers in London who are dealing with this. 
 
11. Date of next meeting – Monday 11th March 2019.  Memus Hall, 7.30 pm 
 
Website:  Kirrielecc.wix.com/home 
 
 
 
 



 

KIRRIEMUIR LANDWARD EAST  -  COMMUNITY COUNCIL. 
 
Monday 11th March 2019 at 7.30, Memus Community Hall 
 
Agenda 
 
 
1. Welcome 
 
2. Apologies for absence. 
 
3. Minutes of previous meeting. 
 
4. Matters arising. 
 
5. Treasurer’s report. 
 
6. Police Report. 
 
7. Areas:  Memus, Tannadice, Finavon, Oathlaw, Prosen, Clova, Glen Quiech, Fern 

and Glen Ogil, Cortachy. 
 
8. Correspondence. 
 
9. Planning Applications. 
 
10. Any other business. 
 
13. Date of next meeting – 13th May 2019. 
 
 
 
 Website:  Kirrielecc.wix.com/home 
 

 


