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MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 13th DECEMBER 2018 
 

IN THE COMMUNITY CABIN, UNION STREET, MONIFIETH. 
 
Chairperson: Sheena Cochrane. 
Present; Ken Gibson, Ben Nicoll, Peter Morrison, Frank Chalmers, Norrie Adams, John Thornton. 
Others: Councillors Sheila Hands and Beth Whiteside, PC Steve Wilson.  
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 

The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting. She intimated at this point she wished to thank 
Monifieth Athletic for their very generous donation of a defibrillator for use in Monifieth, the presentation 
having been made during the Christmas Lights switch on by Marc Lorente. It was agreed the 
defibrillator would be kept in the Vault meantime, while additional fund raising would take place to 
purchase a secure container which would be mounted at a suitable place on High Street. Sheena also 
intimated a “Heart Start” course would be held in the Vault between 2 and 4 pm on Tuesday 12

th
 

February to which she extended an invitation to all councillors.  
 
Apologies were received from Jack & Hazel Brand, Derek Uchman, Ross Wilson and Councillor Ben 
Lawrie. 
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising. 
    The minutes were accepted as read. There were no matters arising.  
 
3. Correspondence. 

1) Emails (numerous) from Beth Whiteside and Ben Lawrie regarding the attempts to have the 
pavement in the High Street at the new church development re-instated. Pert Bruce has 
submitted new issues regarding health and safety of the public while building work is going on. 
Members of the public continue to walk along the road taking a short cut instead of using the 
recommended route involving 3 light controlled crossings. Angus Council Roads per Douglas Hill 
have approached Pert Bruce many times without success and are to investigate any further 
avenues they can take to try to resolve this issue. It is felt Pert Bruce may come up with new 
issues until the development is finished to avoid complying with the many requests made. 
Councillors discussed the matter and while they all applaud the sterling work of the Roads 
Department, it is felt the planning department should have issued a condition when approving the 
plans, that the pavement should have been re-instated after the demolition work had been 
completed, which doesn’t help us now but may be a pointer for the future. 

2) Emails received from “thinkwhere” Ordnance Survey re updates to map and Cloud data. 
Discussed and noted. 

3) Email from SEPA regarding our approach as to possible pollution from the burial site of the whale. 
Their reply indicates they have carried out site visits and, along with Angus Council, “do not 
believe the disposal site to pose any significant issue in relation to pollution”. Any contaminants 
will be vastly diluted by the flow from the River Tay and no significant odour that gave any cause 
for concern was detected. They concede that, on occasion, they have detected “a small localized 
pool of liquor on the beach in the immediate vicinity of the burial site, however the highly localized 
nature and location of this mitigates against any impact”. “Angus Council has assessed the 
situation in terms of risk to public health and do not consider there to be a significant issue. They 
remind residents that natural hazards exist outdoors and individuals should be aware of these 
and take precautions to protect themselves and others including dogs”. It is felt by Councillors 
that issues still exist, particularly in relation to the overpowering smell experienced by many 
people, and it is thought a site visit along with members of the Community Council, perhaps in 
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warmer weather would be advantageous. Angus Council will continue to monitor the burial site 
and SEPA will monitor the quality of water during the bathing season.  

4) Email received from Caledonia Housing association re the bird mess at Servite House. Meeting 
held with residents who confirm Angus Council road sweepers are cleaning the pavements on a 
regular basis. It was agreed we should continue to monitor the situation as it can still be quite 
messy at times- obviously still creating a health hazard and an unsightly mess.  

5) Emails from Angus Council confirming Zurich insurance company have extended the cover for the 
Christmas lights in situ for an increased payment. Also from Dorothy Gunn regarding Police input 
and mention having been made by a colleague of the poor lighting in the square. This has been 
an issue for years and will be discussed under item 11.  

6) Email from Scottish Community Councils website. Cascaded, discussed and noted.  
7) Email from Rob Crossland re the planning application for Seaview House which was passed 

without comment, despite our observation re possible problems caused by larger flows of traffic 
emerging onto Victoria Street and Hill Street.  

8) Email from Angus Council regarding the Community Resilience follow up event at Fairlie House, 
Kirrie on Tuesday 11

th
 December. Cascaded but no one in a position to attend – again not the 

easiest place to reach from Monifieth on dark cold nights 2 weeks before Christmas. We have 
previously indicated we would appreciate such an event being held in a more local area and at a 
better time.  

9) 3 emails with invoices from St Andrews Ambulance, Speedy, and Precise Events for Christmas 
Lights switch on. Passed to Frank Chalmers.  

 
4.  Social Media 
     Ben Nicoll stated there was little to report other than several comments about the hourly train service 
from Monifieth and many favourable comments re the Christmas Lights switch on ceremony.  
 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
Frank Chalmers reported the balance stood at £3794.49 after payments having been made to St Andrews 
Ambulance, Speedy and Precise Events in respect of the Christmas Lights switch on event, along with 
payments for insurance and the wreath for A/Sgt Lockett. Sheena Cochrane handed over £708.00 which 
comprised collections in the pub and on the day of the switch on and payments for 4 stalls. It would 
appear no payment had been received from the Pizza stall- Ben to follow up. These are a valuable 
contribution and will go a long way to start raising funds for next year.  
 
6. Planning Matters. 
    No report 
 
7.  Police Report 
     Steve Wilson thanked Sheena and Frank for their assistance with another pensioners’ party and also 
for the free let of the Community Cabin.  
He then reported a quieter month with a continuation of youths causing annoyance by throwing eggs in 
Airlie Drive, Victoria Street and Alexander Gordon Drive. There is a problem with youths at Ethiebeaton 
Park mainly caused when asked to leave McDonalds and refusing to do so- a factor may be the young 
staff who have to resort to calling the Police when they are ignored. The same youths may be responsible 
for the removal of barriers along Victoria Street and placing them across the road. Steve (and other 
officers) to give attention. A suspicious male was reported in Muirnwood Place on 16

th
 November with a 

theft subsequently discovered. This is under enquiry. Finally, a timely security reminder with a suspicious 
male having been spotted in a rear garden in Links Place at 3am. on 7

th
 December- criminals looking for 

easy pickings are never far away.   
 
8. Angus Councillors’ Reports. 
     Little to report with the Council winding down for the holidays and meetings coming to a close. All are 
eagerly awaiting the details of the next budget.  
  



Draft 

 

 

Draft 

 

 

 

 
9. Public Questions 
     None.  
       

10. AOCB  
     Peter Morrison asked if the meetings had to be on the same night every month as there are some 
Councillors who cannot attend on one specific evening. The matter was discussed and it was agreed 
some structure has to be maintained for the dates of meetings with the public aware of the 2

nd
 Thursday 

of every month being our regular date. No matter the day chosen there are always Councillors who 
cannot attend, as is common with every similar organization- there are very few occasions when all 
Councillors are present.  
Peter also reported he had been making enquiries as to why there are so few funding opportunities for 
Monifieth residents and organisations as compared to the many for all other burghs in Angus. Sheila 
Hands explained that the money available resulted from bequests and the money had to be spent 
according to the wishes of the person making the bequest. There are many small trusts, the 
administration of which would involve considerable expense; therefore they were amalgamated into one 
fund overseen by Angus Charitable Trust, the trustees of which are the 28 elected Councillors. More 
information is available on Angus Council website.  
Sheila reported she had received a telephone call from the Evening Telegraph regarding the planning 
application by Costa Coffee at Ethiebeaton Park.  
Norrie Adams is still experiencing problems regarding the removal (or not) of the crow’s nest at  
Fontstane Place . He will continue to pursue the matter.  
 
11. Christmas Lights.  
      Sheena Cochrane commenced discussion of the Christmas lights event which she said had gone very 
well, a point agreed by all, but she continued there are always ways to improve and this was such an 
exercise. Numerous points were raised and discussed as follows;  
The timing of the event, a Sunday at 3pm, was agreed to be a good arrangement and would be repeated. 
There were also favourable comments made regarding the excellent tree provided this year.   
Frank Chalmers thought the pipe band spent too long in Tesco’s car park before being utilised to pipe 
Santa into the square. It was pointed out they had the use of the Community Cabin and the Gerrard Hall, 
in either of which they could have remained until required. This is a matter of timing and communication 
and can be easily addressed. 
Ben Nicoll thought the number of stewards was insufficient - he had spoken to them before the event and 
it is felt someone, perhaps the Round Table Chairman, could be placed in charge of them. Ben also felt 
more members of the Public should be recruited for stewarding duties.   
Peter Morrison pointed out no one had turned up for the quiet hour and although it was a worthy exercise, 
it was agreed this would not be repeated.  
John Thornton pointed out that the Christmas message delivered by Rev. Fiona Reynolds was heard by 
very few people as it took place at the start and attendance was sparse at this point. Discussed and it 
was agreed we would try to rectify this. 
Ben Nicoll thought too many parents remained in the Crown function room with their children thereby 
depleting the numbers in the square. This was thought to be unavoidable, particularly due to the current 
situation with the crossing of the High Street being somewhat more dangerous than normal. This to be 
addressed in conjunction with the schools. It was also thought the children could perform twice on stage, 
near the start and again later, to encourage families to attend early and remain there.   
It was thought the signing of Santa’s Grotto could have been improved with a sign saying “Santa’s 
Grotto”, though it is not an enormous area, and queues of children were a good clue. Matter to be 
addressed.  
Peter Morrison had printed hymn sheets and though this was beneficial, this could be improved. 
Discussion centred on a projector and screen karaoke type display which could be placed on the stage. 
This also to be pursued. 
The placing of the Gig Rig Stage was brought up as it was felt there was too little room at the back when 
people were leaving and entering the stage. This could be somewhat improved by having steps at the 
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front to avoid congestion. The area at the back of the rig is also very dark and thought will be given to 
improving this. Assuming we will repeat the booking, Andy Griffiths to be contacted re both matters. 
Another point raised was the difficulty encountered due to music being brought in different formats. 
Discussions will take place to ensure the appropriate format is used by all who require to have music 
played. 
The lighting in the square was once again a major issue and agreed to be totally inadequate, even with 
the afternoon start. Sheena is to try to contact the new owners of the development in an attempt to have 
them improve the lighting on a permanent basis. As mentioned in item 5 of Correspondence, during a 
telephone conversation between John Thornton and Dorothy Gunn, Police Scotland, she had mentioned 
that a colleague who was in attendance was also of the opinion the lighting was not good and stated 
several other Community Councils had previously encountered difficulties with the lighting of their events, 
and had taken steps to improve the situation. This to be pursued by John Thornton.  
Funding for next year was discussed and it was agreed Quiz nights could be held in the Vault and 
perhaps an approach made to Cash for Kids.  
An email is to be sent to Tesco for their contribution to the event and a donation of £200.00 is to be made 
to Martin Jamieson for his extremely generous contribution in erecting and removing the lights, resulting 
in a significant saving as compared to using Tayside Contracts.  
 
 
 
 
12. The next meeting of the Community Council will be held on Thursday 14

th
 February 2019 at 7pm in 

the Community Cabin. 
 


