
 
Community Council Meeting  
Monday 3 December 2018 

Aberlemno Church meeting room 
7.00pm 

 
In attendance: 
Tom Sampson (Chair); Cllr Nicol; Isabelle Davies; Chantal Fenton; Murray Howe; Cllr Braes; Cllr Myles; Paul 
Duncan; Ricky Martin (part of the meeting); Kelly Ann Dempsey (part of the meeting); Sandra Livingston (part of 
the meeting). 
1 Welcome and apologies 

TS welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Apologies were received from Lorna & Mark Hooghiemstra; Stuart Cormie 

 

2 Minutes of the last meeting for approval 
The minutes from the last meeting were approved. 
 

 

3 Matters arising 
On behalf of the Community Council TS submitted an objection to the Glendye windfarm. 
 

 

4 Aberlemno Community Council Constitution (brought forward from item 6 on the 
agenda) 
SL was in attendance to support the CC to ensure that the constitution is relevant and up to 
date.  Discussion took place about changing the constitution to having four meetings per 
year, which takes into account that currently Aberlemno can deal with all its business within 
that number of meetings.  Discussion took place about the AGM, which normally takes 
place in June and which forms part of the normal meeting. The AGM should be advertised 
in advance; notification can be on the local notice board and on the Aberlemno website. 
SL agreed to redraft the constitution and return it to CF for signing. 
 

 

 Action: SL to return the constitution SL 
5 Community safety day 16/2/19: Ricky Martin. 

RM described the how Rural Neighbourhood watch works in nearby Inveresk, which now 
has 227 members signed up.  RM outlined the format of the neighbourhood watch scheme, 
which includes the requirement of having a co-ordinator in each area, e.g. Pitkennedy; 
Farnell, to ensure that everyone is kept up to date with what’s happening. 
On 27 October there was a crime-prevention day which was well attended.  There is a 
proposal to hold a similar event on 16 February in the Aberlemno Village Hall so that useful 
information and tips can be shared to all locals.  The decision to invite the Fire Service and 
the resilience team to the event was made. 
There was general agreement that neighbourhood watch would be beneficial in the area. 
 

 

 Action: RM to confirm date for information day. RM 
 It was reported that in a quad bike was stolen from Pitmuies in broad daylight and 

chainsaws have been stolen. 
Local police have been using speed guns to slow down traffic and discussion took place 
about how to ensure that dangerous speeding is reduced, including using rumble strips, 
which are relatively cheap to do. 
The danger to pedestrians associated with their visiting the Aberlemno Pictish Stones as 
discussed.  A man has been hit by a vehicle and it remains a dangerous place to visit.  A path 
from the car park to the stones would certainly help; however Cllr Myles thought that there 
would be no money for such works.  The question about where to find the money was 
explored, with one possibility being Sustrans. There’s no accurate number known of how 
many visitors there are to the stones but there are a lot judging by the number of vehicles 
using the car park at the Village Hall. 
 

 

6. LEADER project update: KA Dempsey (brought forward from item 7 on the agenda) 
KAD was welcomed to the meeting.  She outlined her role as Project Officer on the River 
South Esk Catchment project, which covers an area from Corrie Fee to the Montrose Basin.  
She has been involved in a twinning project with a Finnish river and visited the area to see 
how they manage their project, which they do with far more community involvement than 
there is in Angus. 

 



 
The LEADER project has employed a consultant to work up a project plan and he’s 
identified areas for potential enhancement, including Cortachy; Scurdie Ness; Aberlemno 
Hill.  He’ll report back in January 2019 with his recommendations. 
Discussions took place about the potential improvements to the lay-by on Aberlemno Hill 
and developing the access to the Stones. 

 Action: PD to send the route for access to the Stones to KAD so she can forward it to the 
consultant. 

 

 The Community Council is exploring ways to raise awareness about the imperative to have 
safe access to the stones, both across the road from the car park and to the church yard. 
 

 

7. Update on Aberlemno Church Graveyard 
Cllr Nicol reported that the archaeological survey had found bones; however they were 
sheep’s bones.  The next step is for the proposed extension to the graveyard to go to 
planning and then, subject to approval being granted, the missives can be concluded. 
 

 

8.  Update on Aberlemno Community Hall 
The key recent events include the craft fair; wreath making; participation in the pop-up shop 
in Edzell.   The hall needs to attract regular users to the hall to ensure a steady income but 
to be competitive there needs to be WiFi, which is needed for card readers etc.  There’s 
Fibre now in Aberlemno and around Balgavies where surveyors have been active.  The hall 
is committed to servicing the emergency lighting contract, which makes it difficult to service 
a phone line and internet contract too.  The calendar competition was successful and well 
supported by local people. 
 

 

9 Paths in the local area 
Discussion took place about walking routes around Aberlemno and the Community Council 
agreed to explore the potential for increasing the number of recognised paths in and around 
Aberlemno with a view to improving the infrastructure for locals and visitors alike so that all 
can enjoy the health benefits of walking and the benefits of exploring local history. 

 

 Action: ID to speak to Paul Clark, Access Officer, Angus Council, about the potential to 
create a safe path and for him to attend the next Community Council meeting to discuss 
access. 

ID 

10 Treasurer’s report 
There has been no movement in funds since the meeting in September 2018 and the current 
balance is £2,142.64. 
During January 2019, a cheque for £20 will be sent to Angus Council for our Lottery 
Licence and a cheque for £160 will be given to Aberlemno Church for a contribution 
towards their Newsletter. 
Discussion took place about the lottery licence, which it was last used in 2011 by the school 
and the decision was taken to stop funding it with immediate effect. 
The financial year ends on 31st March 2019. 
 

CF 

11 AOCB 
11.1 The biennial Angus Council and Community Councils meeting was held in November.  
In short, Angus Council has to run an extremely tight budget. 
 
11.2 It was reported that fly tipping is still an issue in the area with some companies 
charging to take waste away but dumping it illegally. 
 
11.3 It is now illegal for farmers to burn waste plastic. 
 
11.4 Resilience: a local network is being set up to ensure that in the event of a crisis of any 
description that there are teams, networks and procedures ready to respond effectively. 
 

CF 

12 Date of next meeting 
4 March 2019 at 7pm in the Aberlemno Church meeting room. 
 

 

 
 


