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MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 14th FEBRUARY 2019 
 

IN THE COMMUNITY CABIN, UNION STREET, MONIFIETH. 
 
 

 
Chairperson: Sheena Cochrane. 
Present; Ken Gibson, Ben Nicoll, Frank Chalmers, Jack Brand, Derek Uchman, Rob Crossland, Ross 
Wilson, Samuel Struth, Norrie Adams, John Thornton. 
Others: Councillors Sheila Hands and Ben Lawrie.   
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 

The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies were received from Hazel Brand, Peter Morrison and Councillors Beth Whiteside and Craig 
Fotheringham. 
At this point the Secretary intimated he had received an email from Lara Allan tendering her 
resignation, due to a change in family circumstances whereby she is unable to attend meetings. This 
was accepted with thanks for her service to the community, unfortunately over a relatively short period.  
 
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising. 
    The minutes were accepted as read.  
    Matters Arising;  
    Relating to item 1 of Correspondence, workmen have been seen erecting additional fencing to the   
south of the existing hoarding at the site of the new church on High Street. Ben Lawrie has been in 
contact with Pert Bruce and will speak to them to, hopefully, confirm the footpath will be restored in the 
near future.  
     Relating to item 4 of correspondence, the subject of the mess created by pigeons at Servite House 
was brought up following a report in the Courier and serious concern expressed following the death of 2 
patients at a hospital in Glasgow who contracted a fungal infection after exposure to pigeon droppings. 
The pavement was initially to be cleaned by employees of Angus Council but no work has apparently 
been carried out this year. Information received reveals that the Environmental Health department of 
Angus Council will have to carry out a risk assessment before their employees can be exposed to the 
dangers when cleaning the area. Contact is again to be made with Caledonian Housing Association to 
reinforce the seriousness of the matter. 
 
3. Correspondence. 

1. Email sent to Tesco thanking them for their contribution to the Christmas lights switch on event. 
Reply received from charities rep. 
2. Email received from S Breen, Angus Council re survey required by Community Planning in relation 
to Partners for Community Council Annual session. Completed and returned by Sheena Cochrane. 
3. Email received from J. Anderson, Angus Council re  Angus Events Network meeting at Community 
Campus Forfar, on 6

th
 February. Cascaded.  No attendees.  

4. Email also from J Anderson, Angus Council, re meeting to be held at Fairlie House, Kirrie, 
concerning Community Resilience Feedback on Tuesday 26

th
 February 2019,at 7pm. Cascaded. No 

one able to attend.  
5. Email from Scott Symon, Scottish Fire and Rescue with contact details. 
6. Emails (several) from and to Allan Allardyce, Angus Council relating to erection and removal of 
Monifieth’s Christmas tree. Appreciation expressed for good quality and appearance of the tree.  
5. Letter received from Angus Access Panel intimating several premises had been visited for the Rod 
McFarlane award, our nomination having been Troup Chemist, High Street, Monifieth. After much 
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deliberation and discussion, the judges concluded “none of the proposed buildings attained the 
standard to merit the Award this year” therefore no award would be made this year (2018). The matter 
was discussed and opinions were expressed that this was a very poor conclusion, particularly in view 
of the present financial climate, where, speaking in respect of our nomination, and undoubtedly 
others, businesses presumably had gone to considerable expense to improve access for the 
disabled. It was agreed an award should have been made, particularly as the criteria laid down is very 
basic in that the only statement made is that “ the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 requires that all 
buildings open to the public have to provide for disabled people”. Letter to be sent to Angus Access 
Panel.  
 

4.  Social Media 
     Ben Nicoll stated  Nicky Stewart had been assisting in running Our Monifieth while he was otherwise 
engaged. He expressed some concern that several items had appeared intimating houses for sale. This 
was discussed and it was agreed this was not an appropriate forum to carry such advertisements. Ben is 
still webmaster and will address this matter. He reminded all Councillors they have access to our 
webpage. 
 Provisional date for the Medieval Fayre is Sunday 14

th
 July 2019. 

 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
Frank Chalmers reported the balance stood at £5096.49, the award of £1000 having been received from 
Tesco “bags of help” for the Christmas lights event. 
 
6. Planning Matters. 
    Rob Crossland apologized for previous absences due to illness and reported there had been several 
planning application since his last report. 
Rob reported he had received a phone call from the Evening Telegraph regarding a “Discharge of 
Planning Obligation” in relation to Seaview House which obliges the developer to take photographs etc 
prior to demolition to ensure a historical record. Rob to pursue this.  
He also reported on the long running matter of the Christmas trees planted on previously open space at 
the rear of 22  Ardestie Street. There has now been a retrospective application for change of use of 
Forestry Land to garden ground. More enquiry to be made as fencing has also been erected.  
Other applications for the December 2018 meeting were an extension to 5 Palnackie Road, a proposed 
Trolley shed at 4 Princes Street and roof enlargement at 1 Panmurefield Terrace;  for the January 2019 
meeting an application for erection of 2 dwelling houses in the grounds of the Panmure Hotel, Tay Street; 
for the February 2019 meeting proposed alterations at 42 Brook Street, a single storey extension at 12 
Angus Wynd, the erection of a dwellinghouse at the Panmure Hotel and the 2 above matters for Seaview 
School and ground at rear of 22 Ardestie Street 
 
7.  Police Report 
     No report 
 
8. Angus Councillors’ Reports. 
    Councillor Sheila Hands reported on the Schools for the Future, the report for which was discussed on 
29

th
 January 2019. All 3 local authorities are in discussion re school provision in the Sidlaw area. Perth 

are not interested in Primary School provision but discussions will continue re Secondary provision. 
Dundee and Angus are looking at the possibility of using Barnhill primary as a feeder for Monifieth High 
as the numbers there would be decreased as a result of the large numbers from Muirhead and Birkhill 
and the Sidlaw area being relocated. All is conjecture at the moment and consultation and feasibility 
studies will follow. This is a new type of co-operative approach and is being closely followed by other 
authorities. Sheena Cochrane asked where this would leave Monifieth High which is already below 
acceptable standards and Grange Primary- she reminded councillors our responsibility as a Community 
Council is to the Monifieth area and schools. A possibility would be to combine Grange and the High 
School on the existing High School site. Many matters are still to be discussed and decided on.  
Seaview Primary received a very good report from the School Inspectorate which is excellent news.  
Sheila also reported she had received  a call from the Evening Telegraph regarding the planning 
application by Costa at Ethiebeaton Park.  
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Ben Lawrie is to pursue the matters of the footpath at the new church site on High Street and the pigeon 
mess at Servite House as mentioned in “Matters Arising” 
  
 
9. Public Questions 
     None.  
       

10. AOCB  
     John Thornton asked if Angus Council would provide larger or additional general waste bins in view of 
the Monifieth recycling yard no longer taking general waste, disposal of which will result in an increase in 
the carbon footprint when travelling to other sites including Baldovie. Ben Lawrie stated this would 
probably not happen as the Council policy for larger or additional bins is governed by the size of family or 
a medical condition resulting in additional waste. (see  Angus Council website).  
     Ken Gibson brought up the matter of the continuing problem of dog fouling. Discussion continued with 
general condemnation of the anti-social, selfish and disgusting behaviour of dog owners who continue to 
ignore their civic responsibility by refusing to clean up after their dogs.  This is to be the subject of an 
entry in Our Monifieth and on the Community Council Facebook page. Stencilling on the pavement will be 
carried out in an attempt to bring our message to the Public once again.  
     Sheena Cochrane stated that House of Memories had been successful in obtaining the asset transfer 
of the former Access office they had applied for but are now in the position of requiring to fund raise to 
cover annual running costs. This sum would have been raised from donations over the year but due to the 
previous building having been closed much of the time, their funds are now down to approximately £2000 
therefore the need for an additional £7000. It was pointed out Heritage Funding could be applied for but 
this is available only when up and running and as this will take some time and a massive effort will be 
required to adapt the new building for purpose and transfer the items from the old premises they require 
assistance at this stage. It was agreed the House of Memories is a valuable asset to the town and the 
sterling work of the volunteers deserves full support. Numerous funding avenues were discussed and it 
was agreed a Crowdfunding approach would be a good method of raising funds. The Community Council 
unanimously agreed to donate £500 to the crowdfunding page when it is set up. Angus Council could also 
be approached to matchfund.  It was also agreed approaches could be made to local businesses for help, 
along with a suggestion for a “Bring a Pound to School” day. 
     Sheena Cochrane reported she had made enquiries which reveal Kilmac still own the eastmost car 
park and ground while the westmost area has been sold. Sheena still has no information on the identity of 
the new owners. Hopefully this will be discovered soon and efforts made to have the lighting improved for 
the whole year but particularly to help with the Christmas lights switch on ceremony.  
    Norrie Adams has checked with Tesco management regarding the amount of lights dark in the car park. 
At the time 10 were not working- since then 7 have been replaced leaving 3 to be repaired. Hopefully they 
and the road surface will soon be sorted.  
      
 
 
11. The next meeting of the Community Council will be held on Thursday 14

th
 March 2019 at 7pm in the 

Community Cabin. 
 


