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DRAFT minute of the meeting held on Tuesday 5th February 2019 at Arbroath Academy  

Present:  

Members: Ian Adair, Lyndee Adair, Kaleem Ahmed, Maureen Beedie, Sandy Beedie (Chair),              

Ian Cameron, Karen Oliver, Emma Parsons, Marc Ritchie, Jim Shaw 

Local Councillors: Cllr lois Speed, Cllr Derek Wann    

Police Scotland: Pc Darren Burnett   

Communities Officer: Mhiari Dickson  

Also In Attendance: 12 Members of the public  

Meeting:  

1. Welcome and Apologies: The chair welcomed all those present to the meeting. 

Apologies: Community Councillors: Laura Kinloch, Lesley Nicoll, Graham Smith      
Councillors : David Fairweather, Brenda Durno, Cllr Alex King 
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting: Amendment to Section 3 referring to Cllr Lois Speed with 

wording. Ian Adair proposed and seconded by Maureen Beedie and the CC agreed that the 

January 2019 minutes be approved. 

 

3. Matters Arising from previous meeting:    
A vote had taken place on Kaleem Ahmed application to the Community Council and he has 
been co-opted onto the community council . The chair said Kaleem would be a good addition to 
the group and looks forward to working with him on all future matters for the community 
council.  
 

4. Correspondence: The Community Council had not received any correspondence to report.  
 

5. Dundee Road Retail Park  
Two Representatives from Emac Planning attended the meeting to provide a presentation on the 
proposed retail park on Dundee Road.  
 
As is statutory with all developments of this size, (over 2 hectares) a 12 week consultation period 
had to implemented before the actual application could be launched. An information day was 
held at Hospitalfield house in November 2018 where 25-30 people attended, which displayed 
the plans and design of the retail park and allowed the opportunity for questions and areas of 
concern to be asked to the developers.  
 
Details of the application and all information regarding this proposed development can be found 

at http://planning.angus.gov.uk/online-applications, the reference 18/00975/FULM .   
6 of the unit occupiers are to be announced before the end of the planning phase, where the 
other unit occupiers are unable to be named due to legality reasons. On the plans all units have 
either confirmed or await imminent confirmation of unit occupiers except Units B,C,D where 
discussions are being held with potential unit occupiers. All the current occupiers are of 
businesses that cannot be accommodated within the town centre for various reasons and none 
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of the businesses from the high street are any of the buyers for this retail park. The units are 
approximately 105 square feet which is bigger than current units on the adjacent retail park.  
 
 
Assurances from the two representatives of Emac Planning were given to the meeting, that all 
unit buyers are out-with the Arbroath and Angus area. Assurances were given that the rates 
being offered to unit occupiers are not cheaper than the high street. The chair of the community 
council clarified that the rates for businesses on the high street are variable and not expensive 
for every business and is dependent on size and type of businesses.  
 
A questionnaire was carried out in Dundee by GVA - a retail specialist about the effect on 
Arbroath and Angus area of this proposed development. It concluded there would be a 5.9% 
reduction in footfall in the high street but would increase people entering Arbroath via Dundee.  
 
Clarification was given by Emac Planning that there was no council involvement in this proposed 
development and the only statutory body they would be in consultation with would be the roads 
department for the infrastructure of the development. Two amendments had been made since 
the information day and after comments received were - the need to move one of the bus stops 
closer to the retail park and the need for a full pedestrian crossing across the main road to the 
retail park.  
 
An enquiry from the floor of the meeting, was about bus services to the retail park and would 
they be able to enter the retail park. The meeting was informed that this would be up to 
commercial bus companies to decide and would not be up to the developers themselves. The 
cost of the infrastructure including the roads would be fully funded by the developer and not by 
Angus Council.  
 
The discussion moved on to a possible linkage between the proposed retail park and the current 
retail park and what the possibility of this would be. Concerns were raised by people at the 
meeting the pressures this would put on the already congested Westway entrance/exit. The 
developer was not against the linkage of the two retail parks but cited that Asda were against 
the retail park itself and opposed to any linkage of the retail parks. There is currently only a link 
via footfall between the 2 retail parks as concern about cars speeding between the two retail 
parks was a possibility.  
 
The meeting was supportive to the idea that people from outlying areas within Angus and 
outside of Angus would tourist attractions beyond the retail park. And the need to bring people 
into the town, and arguments that if this development was turned down that might be a further 
negative on the high street.  
 
Approximately 235 jobs to be created including full time staff. Short term for construction and 
other type personnel involved in the development. Emac Planning informed the meeting there 
that the chances of 100% occupancy were high at the current stage of the planning. Enquiries 
about marketing for office use were not taken up by the owner of the land and a proposed 
project related to retail were supported by the agent and feedback from businesses.  
 
The timeframe moving forward from the meeting was the document and all documents/plans 
and comments from the public and the meeting would be uploaded to the portal on Angus 
Councils website and the names of the retailers (unit occupiers) that were able to be named 
would be visible.  
 
The chair of the community council said the group would pass on the comments of the public to 
the planning department by the 12th February deadline and thanked everyone for their input 
into this discussions on the retail park. And further thanked the representatives of Emac 
Planning for attending the meeting and providing the presentation.  
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6. Community Council Recess: 

The chair said it was proposed the community council recess to be changed to December and 

January as this is a quiet period for non Christmas light matters. And it also provides community 

council members a break after Christmas Lights and Switch on event. A vote was carried out and 

this was passed.  

7. Local Councillor Update: 
  

Cllr Brenda Durno: 

 Lunan Bay Hotel up and running again  

 The gin distillery up the road in Arbikie is also opening a visitors centre, lots going on in 

Inverkeilor 

 The harbour is having its quay rebuilt after it fell into the sea, as a member of the 

harbour committee we will find out how much that will be to repair 

 The other shore matter was the proposed yellow lines implication at South st which I 

strongly disagreed with, and with the help of the officers I am looking at using some 

vacant land in Union St East as an alternative for resident parking 

Cllr Lois Speed: 

 A few  young people were invited to a meeting to review the activities and progress on 

the activities for the 2018 'year of young people. Good meeting and hope to build on 

this event.  

 Visited Warrdykes P.S after the recent completion of the new school and the 

introduction of 'buddy benches' which are designed to promote friendship between the 

school children. It is hoped that this might be introduced at other schools in the future.   

  

Cllr Derek Wann: 

 Was in attendance for the openings of Muirfield and Ladyloan Primary Schools  

 Attended a few meetings on parking related issues in the town  

 Will be attending a meeting on the Keptie St crossing this week (w/c  04/02) 

8.  Treasurers Report: 

Treasurer not present and an update on  the balance at next month's meeting   
 

9. Police Report  
Pc Darren Burnett introduced himself and informed the meeting crimes were down for the 

January period as is the norm with trends in crime activity over the year. A serious incident in 

Sydney St had occurred and 2 people had been charged with offences.  A few break ins to 

commercial properties and it is believed to be linked to individuals recently released from 

prison. 

 

 Investigations are ongoing. Issues with youths has decreased. PC Voigt has been assigned to 

meeting with schools in the town and good progress is happening as a result of PC Voigts' work 

with them. National Police hate crime campaign local events will be happening over the next few 

weeks and months to reduce hate crime in the local area.  

 

10. AOCB  
Crawford Harris from XXX on behalf of the turning the plastic tide group attended the 
meeting to discuss plastic on the beaches and the beach-line on the North East Scotland 
coastline. The group cover the north east coastline from Fraserburgh to Easthaven and are 
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funded by the EMFF ( X ) 90% and 10% by other partners. The aim of the group is to 
purchase sophisticated equipment to remove plastic from the beach-line and for mandatory 
risk assessments and additional checks as is required.  
  
Project in Peterhead in August 2018 - involved a scrapbook map using GIS and other 
methods to identify the material and volume of the waste. The use of aerial photography 
was involved to improve the accuracy of the data collection and associated reports 
produced.  
 
Mr Harris described 2 main themes moving forward with the plastic waste and the 
community and education facilities e.g. primary and secondary schools.  
 
Workshops are will be held at schools in the area to increase the awareness and knowledge 
of plastic pollution, litter issues and ways to mitigate plastic and litter waste in their local 
areas. A newsletter to be designed and sent out to multiple parties including the community 
council and schools about upcoming events, ways to mitigate the plastic and litter waste on 
the beach coastline in the local area.  
 
A beach cleaning event to be held on Saturday 9th February at Easthaven. Date for Arbroath 
Beach Clean to be confirmed shortly and communicated by the community council on 
facebook and the community notice-boards.  
 
A member of the public enquired about an update to the Westway retail park junction 
project. Cllr Lois Speed said it was coming to the end of the 2nd phase of the talks in line 
with the end of the financial year. A further update would be provided in due course for the 
next steps for the project.  
 
Enquiry about the proposed hotel on the former Seaforth Hotel site on Burnside Drive. Plans 
have been approved and that decision is valid for 5 years. No further information has been 
provided to the community council and enquiries would be made for an update on the topic.  
 
The dual carriageway project - traffic survey being carried out and an update will be 
provided on the next steps at either the March or April community council public meeting.  
 
A race night is being held on Friday 5th April at Station Bar, to raise funds for provide the 
cycling kit for the  local police and communities officers in Arbroath. The chair invited 
everyone at the meeting, and family and friends unable to make the meeting to the event 
and said this was a great way for the community council, the public and the police to work 
together - with the money going to a very good cause.  
 

11. Planning  
No planning applications to note were received by the community council 
 

12. Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 5th March 2019 at 7pm at Inverbrothock Primary 
School.  A notice will be placed in the library, community notice-boards and the Community 
Council facebook page.   

 
 

 
 

    

 


