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Approved Minute of the meeting held on Tuesday 5th March 2019 at Inverbrothock Primary School 

Present:  

Members: Sandy Beedie, Ian Adair, Emma Parsons, Graham Smith, Lyndee Adair,Lesley Nicoll, 

Maureen Beedie, Ian Cameron, Laura Kinloch, Jim Shaw, Kaleem Ahmed 

Minute Secretary: 

Local Councillors: Cllr A. King, Cllr B Durno 

Police Scotland:Inspector G Aitkin 

Also In Attendance:7 Members of the public  

Meeting:  

1. Welcome and Apologies: The chair welcomed all those present to the meeting. 

Apologies: Community Councillors: Karen Oliver, Marc Ritchie 
Councillors: Cllr David Fairweather, Cllr L. Speed, Cllr Derek Wann 
Communities Officer: Mhairi Dickson  
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting: Amendement to section 5, which read approximately 235 jobs, 

should be amended to say jobs will be created including full time, part time and 0 hours. 

Maureen Beedie proposed and seconded by Ian Cameron and the CC agreed that the February 

2019 minutes be approved. 

 

3. Matters Arising from previous meeting: No matters arising 
 
4. Correspondence: The CC has not received any correspondence to report.  
 
5. Local Councillor Update: 

 

Cllr A. King: 

Unfortunately I was getting one of the members of the public to sign in on our fire regulation 

sheet and missed some of what Cllr King said.  He is currently working with a lot of constituents 

with their issues however this cannot be discussed as everything is confidential. 

 

Cllr B Durno: 

 Working with other councils to try and reduce costs e.g. sharing of resources e.g. gully 

maintenance etc. 

 Using melted plastic (recycled) to fill in roads, however new rules are coming in force 

regarding landfill and this could be classed as landfill. 

 Helping with a new HUB in Auchmuthie which will have a café, arts centre etc. 

 Planning which can’t be discussed 
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Cllr D Wann 

Cllr Wann has supplied a statement to be read out: 

 Vandalism and fire raising still happening at St Vigeans area, residents have stopped advising 

the police as nothing seems to happen, not a good position to be in. 

 David Fairweather has asked that you all start selling tickets etc. for the race night to make 

as much of a success as possible. 

 I have also been in touch with Tommy Stewart ref Xmas tree in Montrose.  I have also spoke 

to Shug Ramsay got  a rough estimate of £1000 for making it- we would need to source an 

old street lamp as the centre post for it. Ian has maybe done his own searching.  I am sure 

we could speak to with Shug and see if he could be more community spirited with the price. 

It was pointed out to everyone at the meeting there were 2 members of the CC who had done 

research in to the Montrose Christmas tree. 

A member of the CC asked the councillors present a question and the chair intimated that the 

question should be asked under AOCB. 

6. Treasurers Report: For January as none given in January 

CC Balance carried forward: £31,037.02 

CC Transactions £20.00 minute Secretary 

Balance: £31,017.02 

Xmas Light Fund 
 
XL Balance carried forward £5,801.93 
 
XL transactions £27.00 Ink cartridge 
         £400 Cherry picker for removal of xmas lights 
 
Money received various small fund raisers £285.00 
Inverkeilor xmas jumper day £59.22 
 
Balance: £5719.15 
 
Skate park money being held £1115.00 
 
Total £37,815.17 
 
Total in bank inclusive of uncashed cheques £38,271.17 
 
February: 
 
CC Balance carried forward: £31,017.02 

Xmas light fund carried forward: £5719.15 

Skate park money £1115 

Total in bank £38,271.17 

No transactions for the CC or xmas light funds 
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7. Police Report  
Inspector G Aitkin gave the following report: 

 

Police Report 5thFebruary 2019 – 4th March 2019 

There have been 162 reported crimes in the Arbroath area in the last month, which is a slight 

reduction from the last period. 

 18 Road Traffic Offences  

 30 Assaults  

 33 Thefts  

 17 Vandalisms  

 62 Misc offences (drugs/breach of peace/bail offences/telecommunication 

offences/frauds) 

 1 attempted housebreaking to a residential property, with damage caused to the main 

entry door remains undetected. 

 1 housebreaking to a residential property, with various items stolen including a vehicle.  

This has been detected and a male from the Dundee area was arrested and charged, 

 and the stolen vehicle recovered. 

 

Emerging Issues: 

There has been a reduction in youth type calls in and around the town, however police 

continuing to engage and be proactive with large groups who may behave in an 

intimidating or ant-social manner. 

 

Community officers continue to carry out focused foot patrols around the hot spot 

areas acting as a deterrent to youths while offering reassurance to the community. 

 

The building site on Montrose Road/Barngreen has been a particular attraction for some youths and 

has generated a lot of calls from security there.  We have given appropriate crime prevention advice 

to the company and continue to give the site as much attention as possible, as a result calls do 

appear to be reducing lately. 

We have had the divisional mobile CCTV van in the area during both day shift and late shift times 

which is clearly acting as a deterrent towards anti-social behaviour.   We will continue to bid for the 

use of this resource as much as we can, particularly during the busy times at weekends. 

ISSUES RAISED and TACKLED since LAST MEETING : 

1. Report of youths hanging around bus station, Weavers Close and Brothock area. Passing 
attention to be given and informant advised to call Police at time or e-mail community mail 
boxes with general information.  This area has been included in our patrols for the CCTV 
van. 

 

2. Community Officers are attending the planned fundraiser on Friday 5th April.  
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3. The pop bairns are back in Arbroath at the moment and have been present at the following 

schools last week: 

Ladyloan 

Froickheim  

St Thomas  

These received a lot of positive interest and attention from the local communities and the 

schools themselves.  Community Officers have ensured the ‘bairns’ have been well 

advertised and shared on social media via Police Scotland’s Twitter and Facebook page.  The 

‘bairns’ have now moved elsewhere in Angus but we will be sure to get them back to 

Arbroath again in the near future.    

4. We are continuing to monitor pervious complaints of anti-social driving including speeding 

in the Queens Drive, Hospitalfield, Woodville and Colliston areas, high visibility, pro-active 

patrols are regularly carried out and we have started deploying our ‘Pop up Police Officers’. 

A member of the public asked if there were any rolling campaigns going on within the 

community e.g. 1 month traffic, 1 month drugs etc.  Inspector Aitkin informed us that there 

are national campaigns but not local ones. 

 
       8. Christmas Lights: 
 
The chair gave thanks to the vice chair for all of his help with the sourcing of lights etc. and all of the 
hard work he put into the Christmas lights for last year. 
 
The chair went on to voice his disappointment and displeasure at the amount of people who had  
turned up to the public meeting to discuss the Christmas Lights and Christmas Tree.  He also voiced 
his displeasure at the negative comments made on facebook prior to Christmas when the Christmas 
tree died referring to them as “Keyboard Warriors”. It was felt that the criticism was totally unfair.As 
he pointed out the Christmas tree in London also faced the same fate and this was something out 
with everyone’s control.  It is the first year in memory for everyone present at the meeting that the 
Christmas tree had died.   
 
The chair also expressed his disappointment that when the CC advertised for help (social media) 
with the Christmas tree and Christmas tree lights from the community that none was offered, 
however when the tree died there were offers of help from other sources. 
 
It was also asked by the chair as to what Arbroath wanted in regards to the tree, as the tree has 
never died before. 
 
A member of the public suggested planting a semi mature tree in Kirk Square, although this would 
be too late for this year but doable for 2020, which means only lights would need to be put up each 
year.  Angus council would need to be consulted on this and they may not allow a tree to planted 
there, as it could cause underlying problems to nearby buildings and the road.  Another member of 
the public asked if the tree was likely to survive due to the weather we sometimes experience.  It 
was suggested if this were to be taken forward then the best type of tree would be a spruce tree 
also if a living tree was planted then the tree would need to be properly supported to help minimise 
the swaying of the tree.  This could be done by a pole hidden at the back of the tree, it was also 
pointed out that the tree in Dundee has guy ropes to support it.  Another suggestion was to have the 
hole where the tree goes to be lined so it can be watered to help keep the tree alive.  A member of 
the public asked if there had been any financial implication of the damage to the tree, the chair 
reported that there was some financial loss due to the lights on the tree being broken.  Some of 
these have been fixed and the loss was not large, some parts can be replaced at an approximate cost 
of around £30-£40. 
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A member of the CC also suggested perhaps some sort of theme around the Christmas tree with 
barriers around it.  The Christmas tree in Arbroath is donated to the town and was stated if this was 
turned down there would be no way of ever being able to get it donated to the town again, there 
was much agreement with this. 
 
A member of the CC suggested trying again with the tree this year and reassessing next year.  
Another member of the CC discussed keeping the donated tree and perhaps putting this in the 
library (if permission was given from the council)as well as something else in Kirk Square. 
 
A member of the CC said that schools are being taught about the environment and it is silly to have 
real trees in this day and age, and suggested that we go to the older classes in the schools for ideas.  
A member of the public asked why it should only be out to the older classes and it should be open to 
all ages. 
 
It was stated that it should be pointed out to the town that if we say no to the donated tree it would 
never be given back. 
 
A member of the public stated that the kids loved the tree and it’s the first time it has ever came 
down, and it was a substandard tree and was thankful for what had been achieved. 
 
A member of the public stated we should not listen to the keyboard warriors  
 
The chair said it was a good idea to put out a competition to the schools.  A time limit was asked for 
by a member of the CC due to needing to be organised for this year.  The chair agreed to put this out 
to the schools in the form of a competition.  The chair said an update will be provided in the next 
month or two. No vote of the CC took place on this for the above.   
 
Another suggestion (sorry not sure who suggested this due to continued chatting over people) was 
for a  projection on one of the shops in the high street, Cllr Durno also suggested that perhaps this 
was something that could be used all year round to advertise upcoming events in the town etc.  A 
member of the public asked if there would be any objections to the use of projections onto the 
buildings.  A member of the public asked the question “Are we losing the spirit of Christmas” 
 
A member of the CC  said that there was not enough members of the public there to make a decision 
on what the way forward was and suggested it was the job of the CC to find ways to reach out to the 
community to get their views.  
 
A member of the CC suggested putting something online. 
 
2 members of the CC discussed the Montrose tree and pictures were handed out to the public to 
look at as a lot of the comments on facebook before Christmas supported this option. The chair said 
the people in Montrose hate their Christmas tree. 
 
The meeting was a little heated with people talking over one another and it was impossible to hear 
and keep track of everything that was said there was a lot of shushing being done to prevent people 
from giving their views. 
 
For the 2018 Christmas season new Christmas tree lights were purchased for the Christmas tree 
along with other new lights for the lampposts at the Westport. 
 
A breakdown of costs was given to show the difference between what the CC was charged for the 
2017 light putting up and removal by Tayside Contract and the CC volunteers who carried out the 
operations themselves for 2018.  The cost for using Tayside Contracts was £10,470.00 and the cost 
for the CC was£2162.17 which is a significant saving. 
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When the CC took over the Christmas light from Angus Council it was discovered they were major 
problems with some of the electricity supplies used.  The Chair, Vice Chair and Planning contact had 
a meeting with Angus Council to discuss the problems as the electric supplies are required to be 
upgraded, the CC feel that if they are taking over responsibility for this then we should have been 
given them in good working order, this is still being looked into by Angus council. 
 
The chair has been approached by someone from the bottom of the High Street asking about 
Christmas lights for that end of the town.  Due to restrictions of not having supports between the 
buildings on either side of the High Street, the lights would have to go on to the lamp posts, it was 
stated that the council will need to asked for permission to allow us to use the lampposts, a member 
of the CC pointed out how difficult it is to get permission from all parties that own the buildings to 
allow the brackets to support lights to be placed on their property. 
 
The chair said there will be more Christmas lights put up this year and that the Christmas light 
already owned will be utilised for this.  He advised the CC are looking to put light on the trees 
situated in the high street.  The market are looking at having some power points installed and the CC 
is hopeful we would be given the use of these to power the lights to the trees.  
 

9. AOCB 
Kaleem Ahmed has on behalf of the Arbroath Retailers Association  set up a  just giving 
crowdfunding page to raise funds for the Christmas lights.  A member of the public asked 
how donations can be made if you don’t have access to the internet, Kaleem and Sandy 
would be willing to take donations on behalf of the Retails association either into Nickle & 
Dime or AJ Beedie Jewellers.  It was pointed out that a collection on the Christmas tree 
switch on event only raised around £100-£200. 
 
A member of the public asked if the CC would give consideration to sponsoring a class for 
next year’s Arbroath Music Festival (open to schools).  The chair pointed out that the money 
in the CCs bank account can only be used for specific purposes, however we could look to 
raise the funds by means of a tombola or perhaps all of the CC members would be willing to 
“chip in” to support this event.  This idea was welcomed.  No vote was taken on this. 
 

10. Planning  

 A report was written on the proposed retail development and passed to Angus 
Council, at no point was it stated the CC supported or did not support the planning 
application.  The courier took the information from the council website and printed 
an article which was not accurate. 

 An individual has approached us to ask us to object to a planning application for dog 
boarding kennels at Inverkeilor, this is not something we can do however advice on 
how to deal with that has been given 

 6 Hill Place change of use from Office to Tattoo shop 

 Change of use from 9 parking spaces to hand car wash at B & Q industrial estate. 

 Rest were personal plans and extensions  
 

11. Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 2nd April 2019 at 7pm at St Thomas Primary 
School. A notice will be placed in the library and the Community Council Facebook page. 


