
 

Carnoustie  Community  Council  Minutes 

28th  January  2019 

 

Present: Arliss Rhind (Chair), Gavin Farmer, Michael Forbes, Alasdair Murray, 

Davina Braithwaite, Cameron Dunn, Ed Oswald, David Rorie (Minutes).              

Also present: Cllr D Cheape (Angus Council). 

Apologies: Cllr B Boyd (Angus Council). 

Not in Attendance: Stuart Richard, Susana Rossetti, Natalie Ross (apologies 

tendered after the meeting), David Ritchie (it later turned out apologies had 

been passed on but had not been communicated to the meeting), Cllr M 

McDonald (Angus Council).                                                                                         

The Chairman expressed his disappointment that one third of councillors were 

absent from this our first meeting since November, several without sending 

their apologies, as we had intended to discuss some important matters. 

Minutes of previous meeting: These were adopted as a true and accurate 

account. Prop. GF, Sec CD.  

Councillors Report: DC reported on recent activity involving Angus Council.          

The three car parks in the town where car owners now have to pay are hardly 

being used. Very little revenue is being generated for Angus Council. It seems 

there will be no change in policy and payment will continue to be required, but 

consideration is being given to accepting cash at the ticket machines. We will 

continue to monitor this situation. The meeting again noted that as of 1st 

February general household waste will not be accepted at the Carnoustie 

recycling centre and local residents will have to travel to Arbroath to dispose of 

excess that will not go in their purple bin. The main worry is this will further 

worsen the amount of local fly- tipping. The Community Council is most 

unhappy with the way Angus Council are handling this problem, we feel 

Carnoustie is being unfairly treated, and we have communicated our concern 



to them. We were informed that Angus Council is considering using the 

upstairs room in the Burgh Chambers, also often referred to as the Access 

Office, as a meeting room for public use. We have no problem with this 

provided the furniture and fitments including the pictures and long-case clock 

remain in situ and items are not spirited away only to appear later in museums 

and art displays in other Angus towns as has happened previously! That room, 

formerly used by Carnoustie Town Council, is part of the history of the town 

and is part of our local heritage. The meeting accepted the room will need a 

degree of updating and noted there is no disabled access but in general we had 

no objection to it being made more available to the public provided it remains 

intact and no artefacts are removed. The meeting decided we should make 

Angus Council aware of our feelings on this matter. DAR will produce an 

appropriately worded letter for consideration at our next meeting. Further to 

this topic, DAR reported he had been contacted by Angus Council asking when 

we were removing the lights at the front of the Burgh Chambers as contractors 

are going to replace the windows late Feb/early March and need the lights 

removed. We had intended leaving the lights in place but will now have to fix a 

Sunday morning for their removal. 

Finance Report: The former Treasurer (KDN) had circulated the accounts of our 

recent financial dealings prior to the meeting. We continue to have sufficient 

funds available for our routine expenses and are carrying forward an adequate 

amount to enable us to put on a Christmas function at the end of this year. 

There may well be changes and economies required for such an event. The 

report was accepted. Prop DAR, Sec EO.                                                                 

The Council had been hoping to learn what progress had been made in the 

transfer of the post of Treasurer from the previous incumbent (KDN) to the 

proposed new Treasurer (SR), but as SR was absent this was carried over to the 

February meeting when SR will hopefully attend. 

There was no Police Report.  

Town Services: EO reported Network Rail are continuing their extensive 

upgrade of the signalling system and level crossing at the station, including 

new barriers and resurfacing the road at the crossing. To accommodate this 

the crossing will be closed to traffic from the evening of the 9th until the 

morning of the 18th February and again on the same dates in March, 9th – 18th. 

This will cause significant inconvenience to disabled people with wheelchairs 

and mothers with heavy buggies who will be unable to use the footbridge and 



will have to use the underpass at Fox St.                                                                    

As mentioned earlier, concerns continue to be raised by drivers and businesses 

about the newly introduced parking charges in town.                                                

There is an ongoing dispute between the local binmen and Angus Council over 

new shift patterns the Council would like to introduce. A strike ballot has been 

organized and we await the result. We will keep this topic under review.            

Another business premises on the High St is up for sale – this time Myles the 

solicitor.                                                                                                                               

A recent survey by the Bank of Scotland ranked Angus the highest for Quality 

of Life in this part of Scotland, and 7th out of 32 local authorities nationally. 

Planning Report: AM had circulated a list of the planning applications to Angus 

Council since our last meeting and these were all considered routine and non- 

controversial and required no comment from us. 

East Haven: AM further reported that East Haven Together are to present a 

poster at Scotland’s first International Marine Conference in Glasgow in 

February. The poster outlines the work undertaken to clear marine litter at 

Easthaven over the last 25 years but also shows preventative work done with 

the fishing industry, anglers and other litter sources, bearing in mind some 80% 

of marine litter originates from a land-based source. 

There was no Carnoustie Development Trust Report. 

The meeting then went on to have a general discussion about the Christmas 

lights, the tree, and the Christmas Fayre event. There had been a meeting of 

the Christmas Fayre sub- committee the previous week and DAR outlined 

various opinions that had been expressed. The Chairman made it clear that at 

the February meeting, when all Councillors should really make a serious effort 

to attend, decisions will need to be taken regarding what kind of event we put 

on for the town this coming Christmas, the budget we set ourselves, and 

named Councillors will be allocated set tasks to perform and report progress 

regularly to our meetings. Too much work was put on the shoulders of one or 

two people last year and this year all Councillors will be expected to share the 

work. This is simply part of being a Community Councillor! 

Correspondence: This was carried forward to the next meeting. 

AOCB:  DB inquired about the Christmas draw. She was the one who put in a 

lot of work managing to secure most of the vouchers. DAR and MF informed 

the meeting they were aware the draw had taken place but it seemed winners 



had not yet been informed. There was widespread concern at the delay as 

some of the vouchers were time-limited and would by now have expired and 

EO expressed his annoyance at this state of affairs and how this reflected badly 

on the whole Council. DAR to liaise with NR to check voucher dates and get 

them distributed to winners ASAP.  

EO has been in touch with his contact in the parks and recreation dept. and 

they will advertise our beach cleans this summer. The following dates were 

agreed meantime and further dates may be added later including one or two 

evening collections.                                                                                               

April 14th 

June 9th                                                                                                                          

August 4th 

Sept 22nd  

 

All dates are Sundays, starting at 11am.  Please put in your diary! 

Following on from a previous item, the usual small group who do the work 

involving the Christmas lights will have to get together early one Sunday 

morning soon to remove and store the cascade of lights at the Burgh 

Chambers. This will depend on the availability of DJ Laing’s cherrypicker and 

driver. DAR will notify those involved in due course. 

Date of next meeting:  Monday 25th Feb, 7pm in the British Legion.                     

A full attendance of all Community Councillors will be very much appreciated.  


