
 
 
    INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL    

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 20th May 2019 at Stracathro Parish Hall, 
Inchbare. 

 
 
Present: Gus Leighton (Chairperson), Claire Wilson (Minute Secretary), Patrick Ford (Planning Liaison), 
Ann Johnston, Dick Robertson and Ken Goddard. 

 
In attendance:  Cllr Braes, Cllr Myles, Special Constable Martin and 2 members of the public. 
 
Apologies:  Alan Budge, Cllr Nicol, Mhairi Armstrong (Edzell PTA), Emily MacSporran (Treasurer) and 
Judith Gallacher. 
 
2.  The minutes of the last meeting -   The minutes were approved by Gus Leighton and seconded by 
Patrick Ford and will now be posted on the website.                                                               Action: Claire  
 
3. Planning and CNP Report 
Copies of the Report (See Attachment 1) were circulated to the ICC members prior to the meeting 
and were also distributed at the meeting.  Patrick gave a brief explanation for the benefit of 
members of the public present of the structure of the Report and the system of consulting ICC 
members between meetings on applications relevant to their immediate area. 
There were 7 new applications for the ICC area as a whole.  There was some discussion on the 
planning application for Edzell Primary School which had given rise to concerns about children’s 
safety during work on the extension due to the school car park being closed.  Patrick explained that, 
while it would be open to the ICC to request that a planning condition be imposed to cover child 
safety (which Angus Council as planning authority would impose on itself as applicant), Angus 
Council already has a duty of care to ensure child safety as education and roads authority. He did not 
feel there was any need to reinforce the duty with a planning condition. The key point was to ensure 
that adequate child safety processes were in place in practice and this might best be done through 
the PTA. It was suggested that the PTA should contact Angus Council to find out in detail what child 
safety processes were planned (with ICC support if required). Gus will send an e-mail to the PTA 
Secretary with an update. 
                                                                                                                                                          Action: Gus 
Gus had attended the PTA meeting at the school and the parents were surprised the planning 
application has only been made meaning that work would not start until possibly October.  This 
means that there will be no work done in the 6 weeks summer holiday and the children will be 
crossing the road when the daylight hours are shorter.  Cllr Myles was unaware of any reason why 
the planning application was delayed. A member of the public suggested that the parents 
(individually or through the PTA) could submit comments on the planning application on Angus 
Council’s website. 
 
Mark Armstrong (Angus Council) has informed Gus that plans for the proposed mast at Bulg Hill have 
been revisited and it is now proposed to site the mast further down the hill to reduce its visual 
impact. A formal planning application will follow. 
 
Aberdeenshire Council: Application(s) potentially impacting on the ICC area 
There were 2 applications which could impact on the ICC area: (1) an application for a temporary 
anemometer mast (for measuring wind speed) on land between Mid Hill and Turf Hill, Auchenblae 
and (2) an application for formation of a Quarry at Stoneydale, Laurencekirk.  It was decided that 
there was no reason for ICC to comment on either of these applications. The first was a possible 



indication of a future expansion of the existing Mid Hill wind farm which could be addressed at the 
time in the event of a formal application being made in due course. The second was a concern 
because of potential impact on traffic flow and junction safety on the A90, but Mearns CC and 
Aberdeenshire Council were already fully engaged with these issues. 
 
Marine Scotland/Angus Council: Seagreen Offshore Windfarm 
Proposal submitted to Marine Scotland by Seagreen Wind Energy Limited for an offshore windfarm 
27km, east of Montrose.  The grid connection would be at Tealing via Carnoustie.   ICC will continue 
to keep a watching brief.   
 
Proposed Glendye Wind Farm (www.glendyewindfarm.co.uk) 
All Community Councils involved had objected to the windfarm, as also had Aberdeenshire Council. 
The developers have been asked by the Energy Consents Unit to respond to concerns regarding 
wildlife and the environment raised by various official agencies and have indicated that they will 
need approximately a year to do this. 
 
CNP 
No new planning call-ins for the ICC area. Patrick had attended the AoCC and CNP Planning 
Representatives meetings held on 27 March 2019 at the Lecht and had circulated the draft minutes 
to the ICC members 
The consultation on the Local Development Plan 2020 for CNP closed on 5th April 2019. 
Documentation available at: http://www.cairngorms.co.uk/proposedplan. Patrick had submitted 
brief comments on behalf of the ICC. 
 
Scottish Planning System Review 
For progress of Planning (Scotland) Bill (at Stage 3), see 
http://www,parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/106768.aspx 
 
Patrick then left the meeting due to other commitments. 
 
3. Police Report 
PC Martin and PC Conboy have attended Edzell School with the POP-UP Bairns (these are plastic cut 
outs of children that are displayed either side of the road to slow traffic.  There were also a group of 
kids wearing hi-viz vests helping slow the traffic down.  The event was well received by the children, 
their parents and the head teacher Mrs Farquhar. 
The community team have spent time out with the speed gun and PC Martin has been out applying 
30mph stickers to the bins in Trinity and Inchbare and speaking to the residents.  The main issue voiced 
by the residents was speeding.  PC Martin will speak to the residents of Trinity with regards to setting 
up a NHW. 
A car was reported abandoned in Duriehill, Edzell.  The owner has been traced and the car moved. 
The rumble strips have been laid outside Edzell village but are not as effective as hoped. 
There have been reports of a van going around the area selling garden furniture, this has been 
reported to Trading Standards, but residents should be careful purchasing items from the “back of a 
van”. 
There have been no reports of Hare Coursing for a few months but the Police continue to ask members 
of the public if they see vehicles or persons with dogs in fields do not approach them and to call 101 
with as much detail on description of persons, dogs and vehicles to help trace these people if they 
have left the area. 
With the holiday season around the corner PC Martin wished to remind people to make sure their 
homes are secure, and people should ask a friend or neighbour to keep an eye on their property too. 

file:///C:/Users/cwilson/AppData/Local/Users/cwilson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/SRZ1VVA9/www.glendyewindfarm.co.uk
http://www.cairngorms.co.uk/proposedplan
http://www,parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/106768.aspx


The security and safety of the Edzell Curling pond was again brought up.  Cllr Myles has spoken to the 
Curling Club and they have muted that they hope to give the land over to some of the local groups.  
PC Martin asked Cllr Myles again to ask them to secure the property until the area is gifted over.  It 
was also suggested that due to situation being documented then there was a possibility if a child was 
injured in the property then the Curling Club may be liable for any injuries.  Cllr Myles will again contact 
the Curling Club. 
                                                                                                                                                     Action: Cllr Myles 
PC Martin has spoken to residents of Careston regarding setting up a NHW in the area.  There is a co-
ordinator in place and 25 residents have been spoken to with a further 40 still to be spoken to when 
PC Martin has time. 
PC Martin and Sgt Renilson attended a Rural Awareness meeting on the 17th April at the Friockheim 
Hub.  The meeting was about Hare Coursing, Crime Prevention and Fly Tipping.  The meeting was well 
attended by farmers and gamekeepers and positive feedback has been given. 
PC Richard Martin and Scott Strachan attended the Aberlemno Fun Day where they spoke to members 
of the public and the children were able to sit in the Police van. 
A Special Constable Recruitment Day is to be held in the Co-op in Brechin on the 14th June 2019 from 
1730-1900hrs.   
There has been a report of a quad bike stolen from the Montrose area today. 
PC Martin also spoke briefly about the situation which caused the closure of the road through 
Inchbare.  There was a lot of speculation on Social Media, but PC Martin reassured the meeting that 
there was no bomb and the situation occurred due to decommissioned ammunition boxes.  
Gus informed the ICC that he had reported an abandoned car in the Cookston area of Brechin to the 
Police and 2 mattresses that had been fly tipped (1 up Glen Lethnot and 1 on the A90) to the 
AccessLine. 
 
4. Treasurers Report 
Opening bank balance                                                                                  £877.30 
Final payment and receipt made between 18-31 March 2019 
Payment to Secretary for admin expenses                      - £27.67 
Sale of 13 Selecta DNA Kits                     + £260.00 
Balance per the Financial Statement 31/03/19                   £1,109.63 
 
Payment to Angus Council for insurance                       - £98.25 
Payment to Auditor for auditing the Financial Statements                  - £30.00 
Payment to Secretary                                       -   £50.00 
Sale of 7 DNA kits                        + £140.00 
Closing bank balance                          £1,071.38 
 
The breakdown of the money is  
DNA Kits - £923.60 
ICC           - £147.78 
                £1,071.38 
 
Selecta DNA kits - Alan has 25 kits and £40 in cash 
 
 
 
6. Recurring items 
 
 
 



Buskhead Bridge 
Ken has been in contact with Paul Clarke and he has informed Ken that Buskhead Bridge was not 
part of a Public Right of Way but was a claimed Right of Way.  A claimed Right of Way is not the 
responsibility of the Council.  Paul Clarke discussed the Community Empowerment Act with Ken.  
Ken will send a letter to Millden Estates (he will send a draft to Gus) regarding this.  To get Liability 
Insurance it will require an engineer to sign off the bridge.  Ken hopes to be able to organise this.                                           
                                          Action: Ken 
River Path 
No update as Alan was not at the meeting.  Alan was to arrange a meeting with Paul Clarke and an 
Angus Council engineer.                                                                                                         Action:  Alan 
                                                                                                                                       
 
Tarfside Campsite 
There had been concerns recently that travellers were making their way up Glenesk.  Locals put a 
large rock in front of the gate of the campsite which will stop vehicular access.  There was a 
discussion on the toilets not being available for the Great Outdoor Challengers overnight.  It was 
decided that the organisers of the Great Outdoor Challenge should liase with Angus Council.  It was 
agreed to wait to see if there continued to be issues at the Campsite now the season was closer. Ken 
will monitor the situation.                                                                                                               Action:  Ken  
 
Winter Maintenance 
Gus will remind the Council regarding the re-siting of the bin.  This item will be revisited in the winter 
if they have not been re-sited. 
 
Cattle Raik 
Dick has been advised to make a counteroffer and send it to the Council via a solicitor as the Council 
will not deal with the ICC regarding the situation.   The residents will continue to fight their case,  
possibly making a formal complaint against the Council.  It was felt that the ICC could offer no 
further assistance at this point and the residents will inform the ICC of any developments that occur 
which might require ICC input.                                                            
 
Gannochy Bridge 
No update as Alan not at the meeting.  Alan was to chase any information.                    Action:  Alan                                                                                    
 
Speeding within Edzell 
Gus had discussed the outcome of the survey with the Council.  They are not keen to take this 
forward as they  think it may be confusing to the public and Edzell does not fit the Councils criteria 
for reducing speed (one of the criteria is a road death!).  The Scottish Government are currently 
reviewing the Transport Act Scotland to make all built up areas 20 mph not 30mph and there is some 
thought that the Council are awaiting the decision on this as there will be Government funding if the 
proposal is approved.  The local MP and MSP have asked to be kept informed.  
 
School Crossing at Edzell 
Angus Council state that there are insufficient children crossing the road to make the crossing 
practical.  The School are organising a walking bus which will involve employing 2 people with the 
added input of parents. 
The rumble strips and barriers are in place.  The Council initially agreed to supply a fence at the 
school also but have since retracted this offer and are now only willing to supply a fence to the 
North of the barriers with the PTA asked to donate to this.  Gus has forwarded on the 
correspondence he received from the Council regarding supplying the whole fence to Mark 
Armstrong.  Mark was also concerned regarding the fence being next to the Boer War Memorial.  It 



was confirmed with him that this situation had been discussed at the EVIS AGM and no objections 
raised. 
There are plans to widen the pavements at either side of the island crossing between the Panmure 
Hotel and the Charity Shop.  There had been a trial of this with cones and barriers although it was 
suggested that the barriers were not trialled at the correct point.  Cllr Myles stated that there had 
been a similar situation in Arbroath where lorries and tractors could not turn. Cllr Myles will take this 
forward to the Roads Department.                                                                                    Action: Cllr Myles   
 
 
Inglis Hall 
Sandra Livingston was still keen to have an informal chat with any locals keen to take on the running 
of Inglis Memorial Hall.  Claire has not heard from Sandra since the last meeting.  Dick will remind 
Sandra to send all the information to Claire.  PC Martin said that there had been a comment that 
when there was a private function at the Inglis Hall the attendees were crossing the road probably 
while under the influence of alcohol to use the toilets at The Glenesk Hotel.  There are toilet facilities 
at the Hall, so it was thought that the attendees were going over to the Hotel for other reasons 
(probably to get more alcohol).  It was suggested if the Police continued to have issues then they 
should contact AngusAlive who deal with the bookings of the Inglis Hall.        Action: Dick/Claire  
 
 
Signs at end of Edzell Straight 
Gus stated that the signs had now been amended.  
 
Speed Restrictions in Little Brechin 
There was a discussion regarding rumble strips in Little Brechin. 
 
Tarfside Defibrillator 
The Defibrillators in Glenesk will be sited at the toilets at Tarfside and the Gardeners Cottage beside 
Invermark Castle.  The residents are dealing with the purchase and siting of the cabinets. 
       
7. Ward Councillors’ Report 
Cllr Braes had to leave the meeting prior to the Councillors report. 
Cllr Myles reported the bi-annual meeting between the Community Councils and Angus Council had 
been held.  Cllr Myles felt that the Council had allowed more Community Council involvement this 
time.  He also spoke about the Rumblestrips at the school.  Many people have comment that they 
are ineffective.  Judith has checked the criteria and the Rumblestrips sited in Edzell meet the 
minimum requirement of Rumblestrips.  Cllr Myles also spoke about the Health Board Endowment 
Trust which is available for local groups involved in improving health. 
 
8. Correspondence 
A member of the public has complained that there was a lot of dog mess in and around the path 
behind Castle Gardens and the Glebe.  EVIS have put notices up and Claire will suggest that they 
report it to the AccessLine.                                                                                                    Action:  Claire   
Gus had received a phone call to complain that Edzell Castle has been closed due to staff sickness.  
Gus had contacted Historic Environment Scotland who run the Castle.  They have staff sickness at 
other sites and had no option but to close Edzell. It had been advertised on the website; Gus will 
write a letter to Historic Environment Scotland to voice the ICC’s concern on how this affects tourism 
in the area.                                                                                                                           Action:  Gus                       
 
 
 



9. AOCB 
The bi-annual meeting of Angus Council and Community Councils was held on Thursday.  It was well 
attended by various Community Councils, but the venue meant that it was hard to hear, and the 
organisation was chaotic.  This time Community Councils were given the ability to speak although 
there was not a lot of time.  There will be another meeting in approximately 6 months. 
Gus had also attended a meeting with the local MP on the next night but there was only 
representation from the ICC and Forfar.  Chief Inspector David MacIntosh, Angus Police was also in 
attendance.  Ch Ins MacIntosh stated that there was a low crime level in Angus although there was 
an increase in low level crime (fly tipping, anti-social behaviour) in the area.  There had been a 
discussion on the junction at the A90 at North Water Bridge however it does meet criteria for that 
type of junction. 
Eliza Armstrong (Chairperson of EVIS) attended as they wished to put new benches throughout the 
village. (2 on the Muir/1 or 2 at the Arch/1 at Duriehill play park and 1 on the High Street – possibly 
at the Manse Road junction.).  EVIS will purchase the seats and the Council have agreed to concrete 
them in but have asked that ICC submit the planning permission for public liability.  ICC can not own 
any property so Gus asked Eliza to confirm exactly what the ICC will be required to do, and it will be 
discussed at the next meeting.                                                                                             Action:  Gus    
 
A member of the public asked Cllr Myles if there was any progress on the different access to the 
graveyard at Lochlee, Glenesk to prevent running heavy machinery over the graves.   Cllr Myles will 
investigate.                                                                                                                             Action: Cllr Myles  
 

Next Meeting:  Monday 17th June 2019 at 1930hrs in Lethnot Hall. 
 

 
 
Attachment 1 

INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Planning and CNP Report for Meeting to be held on Monday 20 May 2019 
 

Angus Council: Planning applications for ICC area notified since last report 
 

 19/00317/FULL – Blackhaugh, Lethnot, Edzell, Brechin, DD9 7UP – Proposed 
Extension to the South Elevation to Enlarge the Living Area within the Building 
as per the Plans provided – no reason to comment – awaiting decision 

 19/00299/FULL – Glen House, High Street, Edzell, Brechin, DD9 7TF – Proposed 
Erection of Garage – no reason to comment – awaiting decision 

 19/00266/FULL – Edzell Primary School, Edzell, DD9 7TA – Proposed 
Alterations and Extensions to Primary School – ??? no reason to comment ??? – 
awaiting decision 

 19/00256/PRIORN – Auchronie, Glen Esk, Angus, DD9 7YZ – Prior Notification 
for Farm-related Building Works (Erection of a Farm Building) – no reason to 
comment – prior approval not required 

 19/00228/FULL – Lynnmartin, Inveriscandye Road, Edzell, Brechin, DD9 7TN – 
Removal of Existing Conservatory, new Bifold Doors in Opening, new Window to 
the Rear and Three new Rooflights. Internal Alterations to form a Kitchen Dining 
Room – no reason to comment – approved 

 19/00138/FULL – East Mains of Keithock, Keithock, Brechin, DD9 7PY – 
Retrospective Change of Use from Agricultural Farmyard to Commercial Storage 
and Processing of Timber and Distribution of Firewood – no reason to comment – 
awaiting decision 



 19/00200/FULL – Gowanpark, Brathinch, Brechin, DD9 7QY – Remove Existing 
Extension and Erect Replacement Extension with Adjoining Decking – no reason 
to comment – approved 

 

Angus Council: Progress/outcome of selected applications for ICC area previously 
reported 

 19/00161/FULL – Plot 1, Inchbare, Edzell – Erection of a Dwellinghouse [see 
16/00357/MSCL – Land 75m West Of Athas House, Inchbare, Edzell – Erection of 
Dwellinghouse and Garage] – no reason to comment – approved subject to 
conditions 

 19/00058/FULL – Land 600m West of Witton Farm, Lethnot, Edzell – 
Application under Section 42 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 
1997 (as amended) to Undertake Development without Complying with 
Conditions 2 and 28 of Planning Permission 14/00669/FULL for the Erection of 
2 Wind Turbines of 50 Metres to Hub Height and 74 Metres to Blade Tip, 
Temporary Anemometer Mast and Ancillary Development – no reason to 
comment – approved subject to conditions 

 18/00951/FULL – Former Head Keeper’s Outbuildings, Gannochy, Edzell – 
Change of Use, Alterations and Conversion of Existing Former Kennels to a 
Dwellinghouse and Outbuildings – no reason to comment – awaiting decision 

 18/00935/PPPL – Field North of the Bothy, Gannochy, Edzell – Planning 
Permission in Principle for the Erection of a Dwellinghouse – Objection submitted 
by ICC: proposed development does not comply with Angus Local Development Plan 
policies on housing development in countryside locations – awaiting decision 

 

Marine Scotland/Angus Council: Seagreen Offshore Windfarm 
 See www.seagreenwindenergy.com; proposal submitted to Marine Scotland by 

Seagreen Wind Energy Limited (wholly owned by SSE) for offshore windfarm 27 
km east of Montrose; grid connection at Tealing via Carnoustie; ICC to keep 
watching brief 

 
 

Aberdeenshire Council: Application(s) potentially impacting ICC area 
 APP/2019/1067 – Land between Mid Hill and Turf Hill, Auchenblae – Full Planning 

Permission for Erection of 80m High Anemometer Mast (Temporary Period for up to 36 
Months) – ??? no reason to comment ??? – awaiting decision 

 APP/2019/0578 – Land at Stoneydale, Laurencekirk, Aberdeenshire, AB30 1UP – Full 
Planning Permission for Formation of Quarry, 7m  [See previous application August 
2018 (withdrawn) APP/2018/1803 – Land at Stoneydale, Laurencekirk, Aberdeenshire, 
AB30 1UP – Full Planning Permission for Formation of Quarry, 7m  – ??? no reason to 
comment ??? – awaiting decision 

 

Aberdeenshire Council: Glendye Wind Farm Proposal 
 For background see www.glendyewindfarm.co.uk/ and ICC Introductory Info 

Pack (on ICC website) 
 For application to Energy Consents Unit, representations, etc see 

www.energyconsents.scot/ApplicationDetails.aspx  
 Aberdeenshire Council (as relevant local planning authority) has objected 
 Developer to respond to concerns of SNH (Ornithology and Carbon Rich Soils) 

and SEPA by April/May 2020; also concerns of Defence Infrastructure 
Organisation (timescales not known) 

http://www.seagreenwindenergy.com/
http://www.glendyewindfarm.co.uk/
http://www.energyconsents.scot/ApplicationDetails.aspx


 

Cairngorms National Park 
 No new CNP planning application call-ins for ICC area notified 
 AoCC and CNP Planning Representatives meetings held 27 March 2019 at the 

Lecht; PJF attended; draft Minutes for AoCC meeting attached for info; next 
meeting June 2019 (date, venue tbc) 

 Local Development Plan 2020: Proposed Plan Consultation closed Friday 5 April 
2019; documentation available at http://www.cairngorms.co.uk/proposedplan; 

brief comments submitted on behalf of ICC 
 

Scottish Planning System Review 
 For progress of Planning (Scotland) Bill (at Stage 3), see 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/106768.aspx . 
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