
The MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

    OF THE LUNANHEAD AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD AT ST MARGARETS HALL ON 1 MAY 2019 

 Present  Mr Jeremy Gow      Chairman 

   Mr Fred Hudghton 

   Mr Scott McIntosh 

   Mrs Avril Martin 

   Ms Julie Philips 

   Mr Ken Stewart 

   Mr David Conran-Smith      Secretary 

In attendance:  Councillors Devine and Davy, and for Item 3 only Mrs Fiona Anderson and Mrs Kate 

Butler of the Hall Committee 

Item 1   Welcome by the Chairman 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He expressed his pleasure at the presence of 

both Councillor Davy and Councillor Devine at our AGM and also welcomed Fiona Anderson and Kate 

Butler who on behalf of the St Margaret’s Hall Committee would be able to contribute to our 

discussion on the topical issue of Resilience.   Councillor Maclaren was unable to attend. 

Item 2 Minutes of last year’s AGM and the Last Meeting 

The Secretary referred the meeting’s attention to the minutes of the last AGM.  In addition to the 

more regular issues we had also discussed at some length the possible implications of the Council’s 

reintroduction of a car parking charge system, our views having been requested by the Council.   It 

was anticipated that this subject would come up for discussion later in the meeting. 

There had been an action placed on the Chairman and the Secretary regarding a meeting planned to 

discuss further the possibility of repairing the old footpath between the village and Restenneth 

Priory.  The permission of the adjacent landowners for such a project was accordingly sought 

successfully by the Chairman as was SNH’s involvement in further planning meetings arranged by the 

Secretary with SNH’s local representative Mr Peter McPhail.  At the next meeting it had been agreed 

that the plan to repair the footpath would go ahead and Scott McIntosh would represent us at 

future meetings and keep us informed of further progress. 

There had been no actions arising from the minutes of the last meeting.  Some small requests we 

had made of the Council had been followed up by our ward Councillors, namely the repair of the 

handrail on the wall beside the Well Road had been carried out and the dog poo Bins up at the park 

had been emptied.   Also the concern of the Secretary at the speed of vehicles passing through the 

small hamlet of Clocksbriggs had been noted by the traffic department but a survey had shown that 

speeds were not particularly excessive and a speed restriction was therefore not necessary. 

 

 



Item 3   Resilience 

The Secretary explained that the topic of Resilience seemed likely to become in time more widely 

addressed by Councils and CCs and that we should be considering whether we should be doing 

anything about it ourselves.   It was difficult to visualise what type of emergency situation required 

our specific precautions.    Bad weather and power outages seemed the most likely and terrorism 

and civil disturbance the least.   Any plan for dealing with major issues (prolonged lack of power) 

would perhaps require the establishment of some sort of organisation, with the means of contacting 

agencies to provide help and to link members of our own community, together with perhaps the 

stock piling of resources for the means of keeping going (a power generator,  fuel supply, food 

stores, etc).   To plan for that sort of thing would be time consuming and it was generally agreed that 

before embarking on such a course it would be provident to await clearer guidance from the council 

on a preferred way ahead.  One element of preparative action that should be followed was regular 

training of members of the community in basic self-help actions:  for example knowledge of 

operating the defibrillator and basic first aid.  This was already in progress with the next training 

evening already arranged Friday 10th May at 7 pm in St Margaret’s Hall. 

Item 4 Input of the Councillors 

Lynne reported on progress so far with the recently imposed Council car parking charges scheme, 

which had met, not necessarily surprisingly, several difficulties.   Chief amongst these was the 

adverse effect it was having on some retailers, particularly in the smaller villages and towns, where 

some shops had been forced to close down.   It appeared that many individuals had experienced 

difficulties with operating the meters and making payments, and a general result of antipathy 

towards the scheme was a far smaller revenue coming to the Council, perhaps only about half of 

what had been envisaged and the dispiriting view of the long stay car parks generally far less used 

than they had been in the past.   A small plus was the allocation of a proportion of that revenue to 

road maintenance but it was clear that some re-thinking would be necessary and that changes to the 

scheme would follow in due course. 

Lynne described the plans so far made for the Gala Week , due to get underway on 15 th June, with 

many entertainments promised (roundabouts, crazy golf, sailing on the Loch and radio controlled 

yacht races, the Mens Shed Open Day, Meffan displays, ice-rink activities (?),) all culminating in the 

Sunday Gala Day on the Myre with a massive parade including dogs and horses.  She also mentioned 

the Kirriemuir Bonfest  taking place this coming weekend and showed us a leaflet on Angus Heritage 

Trails produced for visitors to Forfar, of which this summer Forfar will be hoping to welcome many. 

Braden mentioned that henceforth the speed limit for traffic going between the motor roundabout 

towards Kirriemuir  would become a continuous 40 mph through Padanaram.  He confirmed that the 

strike of the refuse lorries was over with the employees’ concerns about scheduling changes, caused 

by plans for financial savings, having been resolved.   There had been some controversy surrounding 

the plans for demolition of the old Lochside buildings and the use of the tennis courts, which in 

future could be used by the Phoenix Gymnastics Club.  There was some discussion over the use of 

government grants for development of cycle tracks and paths and for town centre regeneration and 

how best our communities could help to keep our towns and countrysides clean and tidy. 

Before Lynne left, already behind on a tight schedule, Fiona asked if she could raise a matter which 

had recently given her and the Hall committee grave cause for concern.  She had been informed that 

the Mothergoose Play Group, which had been using the Hall for the last 40 or so years, was to be 

moved to a new site in the Early Learning Years Centre in Forfar.  This plan had been notified to the 



Hall Committee as a done deal without any attempt having been made to discuss it beforehand 

which seemed to the Hall committee distinctly discourteous, as it did also to us, the CC, when 

informed of it by Fiona.  The fact remains, that if the move does indeed go ahead, the effect on the 

Hall’s future well being would be considerable.   The Playgroup had paid a rent to the Hall for which 

they had been reimbursed, but perhaps more importantly, the Playgroup has become over the years 

an important integral part of our community’s life. It has also been for the parents of the children 

who attend an ideal location, and altogether excellent facility for their children.  Ironically, it had 

been given a high rating by the Care Commission after their recent inspection. As well as raising the 

matter at our meeting, for the attention particularly of our Ward Councillors Lynne and Braden, 

Fiona has written to the Mothergoose Committee asking for their response to the concerns that she 

has raised .  We wished them well in their efforts to resolve what is clearly for them a major worry.   

Lynne and Fiona and Kate left before we moved on to attend to the business of the AGM. 

Item 5  Reports of the Office Bearers 

After the Chairman had congratulated and thanked the members for their work in ensuring success 

in our various activities over the past year he asked the Treasurer for her Report.  Avril had produced 

as normal a clear and well presented audit of her accounts and she answered the one or two 

questions raised.  The Chairman thanked her for her work on the community council’s behalf.  The 

Secretary in giving his report highlighted the principal concerns we had attended to during the year: 

the introduction of car parking charges, Resilience, the  changes to the recycling facility, the repairs 

to the footpath to Restenneth Priory and the continuing problem of drivers ignoring the village’s 

speed limit.   He suggested that we should be making an effort to attract more new, young members 

to the CC and consider also the need to find a replacement for the current Secretary  in due course. 

Item 6  Demit of the Current Office Bearers 

It was proposed by Fred Hudghton and seconded by Ken Stewart that the three office Bearers    

should remain in office for a further year and with each of them expressing their readiness to do so 

and there being no objections raised to their re-election the proposal was carried.  Julie would 

continue to deal with planning matters and Fred, with the assistance of Scott, would attend to 

communications issues.  In the absence of Jeremy, Ken would act when necessary as Chairman. 

Item 7 Any Other Business 

The Secretary informed the meeting that there were two Government Consultations under way, on 

the Regulation of Short - Term Lets and the Impact of Unconventional Oil and Gas (eg On-shore 

Drilling or Fracking) on Strategic Environmental Assessment. Although we had been under the 

impression that Holyrood were firmly of the opinion that no on-shore extraction of gas or oil would 

ever be countenanced it was generally felt that that position should not be altered.  No opinion was 

expressed on the other consultation on the Regulation of Short-Term Lets.  The Secretary would so 

inform the Council.  With regard to our on-going consideration of our perhaps arranging some sort 

of an entertainment/event for the local community it was agreed that this should be discussed at 

our next meeting with the possibility of arranging something for next year. 

Item 8 Dates for Meetings through the Year Ahead 

The following dates were suggested and approved in principle:   3rd July, 7th August, 23rd October, 4th 

December, 5th February, 30th April (the AGM). The Chairman closed the meeting at about 9.40 pm. 

J. Gow - Chairman 



 

 

  

 


