
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

 OF THE LUNANHEAD AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

        HELD AT ST MARGARET’S HALL ON WEDNESDAY 7TH AUGUST 2019 

 

Present  Mr Jeremy Gow                      Chairman 

  Mr Fred Hudgthon 

  Mrs Avril Martin 

  Mr Scott McIntosh 

  Ms Julie Philips 

  Mr Ken Stewart 

  Mr David Conran-Smith         Secretary    

In attendance:   Councillors Devine and McLaren,  

Also Mr Angus Spence, Ms Maureen Simpson, Mr Rab Carnie, 

Mr Frank Longmuir, Mr Ian Brodie (of St Margaret’s Hall Committee) 

and Mr Tom Ward (of Forfar’s Mens Shed) 

Item 1    Chairman’s Welcome 

On what was a particularly dreech evening the Chairman was happy to see such a good turnout and 

he was particularly pleased to welcome those members of the community interested in the renewal 

of the Restenneth footpath under their leadership of Angus Spence, and Ian Brodie who was 

representing the St Margaret’s Hall committee, their secretary Fiona Andersen being tied up 

elsewhere.  Unfortunately  Councillor Braden Davy was on holiday and Mr Gordon Grewar, who was 

to have been much involved in the main substance of our meeting was also unable to be with us this 

evening.  It has since been discovered that he was on annual leave. 

Item 2  Minutes of the Last Meeting and Actions arising 

The Secretary explained that the meeting this evening was to follow on from the main business of 

the last meeting: firstly the progressing of plans for the repairs to and reinstating of the footpath to 

Restenneth and the formal signing by the CC’s Secretary of the consent document to be sent to SNH 

for their approval, and secondly the deliberations by members over the Council’s Participatory 

Budgeting scheme, which would effectively entrust CCs in the Forfar and Kirriemuir localities to act 

as advisory groups to assist in developing a grants distribution process.  Members had been  

actioned to consider before the next meeting how this process might be developed and what sort of 

community initiatives might be considered as suitable for inclusion in it.   The minutes were agreed 

as being a reasonably accurate record of the meeting and accordingly accepted. 

Item 2  Input of the Copuncillors  

Initially it was felt that there had not been much of moment to report concerning Council matters 

over the last few weeks as they had been largely a holiday period .  Housing development continued 

apace, including that for the Guide Dogs new facility, the rationalisation of speed restrictions on the 



Kirriemuir road had been finalised with the installing of a 40 mph limit as far as Padanaram, though 

unfortunately the erection of a model stag on the roundabout by the motorway had not so far 

received the necessary funding.  It was not clear if any decision had been made as to how the money 

granted by Holyrood for the purpose of enhancing the town centre’s visual impact might be used 

although it was agreed that one suitable use would be the decoration of large blank walls within the 

town’s precincts.  Two toilets had been erected beside the Loch for public use, though sadly these 

had already been vandalised as too had been the wild flower banks beside the Loch.   It appeared 

that a particular group of young vandals had been identified but not so far dealt with.  Additional 

cameras located overlooking the town centre might serve to identify and deter young offenders.   It 

had been rewarding to see how successful and well attended the town’s Gala Week had been and 

the Council members involved in it should be congratulated. 

There was some concern expressed at the apparent inability in some parts of the town of drainage 

systems being able to cope with the heavy rain storms which had recently hit us.  It seemed likely 

that global warming would lead to a greater incidence of such precipitation events but how to deal 

with them was not clear;  it was cold comfort that so many other parts of the our country seemed to 

be effected to a far larger degree than us. 

Item 4   Restenneth Footpath 

Angus Spence had put together a comprehensively detailed plan for the restoration of the Footpath 

from Myreside to Restenneth which under the sponsorship of our CC should now be sent to SNH for 

their approval so that the planned work could be got underway.  Angus Spence described the work 

to be undertaken, namely the clearing of overhanging branches and their disposal, and the 

construction of a small footbridge over the main flooded stretches of the path.  The work would 

have limited adverse impact on the site and would be undertaken by Walking Group volunteers, a 

local Tree Surgeon business and Forfar’s Men’s Shed.   The Secretary signed the consent form and 

returned it to Angus Spence for sending off to SNH to gain their authorisation for the work to go 

ahead. 

Item 5   Grant Schemes 

There are three schemes which have recently been circulated to CCs for their attention and possible 

involvement in.  One related to Resilience Communities which we have not ascribed to though in the 

fullness of time we might well find ourselves doing so.  Another, titled Wee Grants for Wee Groups, 

offers grants from the Robertson Trust, is now open to applications from groups with incomes less 

than £100K, for funding of £500 - £2,000 to fully or part fund work which fits with one of their 

funding strands.  (Go to wwwtherobertsonfund.org.uk/what wefund/wee-grants-for-wee-groups for 

further details)  Notice of this possible source of grants arrived too late for our attention at this 

meeting but will be considered at our next meeting. 

The third funding possibility titled “Participatory Budgeting” or PB for short, was discussed briefly at 

our last meeting with the expectation that with Gordon Grewar present we would be able to 

consider it more closely at this meeting.  Unfortunately with his being on annual leave,  our 

discussion was launched as it were into the dark, and proved to be inconclusive.  The explanatory 

notes for PB have been  forwarded to members separately .  Members are asked to read them.  They 

would note in the introduction that the Council were interested in the thoughts of CCs as to how 

they might wish to become involved in the delivery of PB;  they would also note that the scheme 

related to 2018/19 and 2019/20 and although no timescales had yet been set for the submission of 

feedback it seems likely that our involvement in the scheme would not materialise until next year.  



Involvement in the scheme seemed at this stage not entirely straight forward and it was the 

Secretary’s contention, having again perused the attached explanatory notes, that further action 

should await our next meeting, in September, when it was to be hoped that Gordon Grewar would 

be able to attend and brief us thoroughly.  At this stage members had only a very vague 

understanding of the sort of initiatives that the council were considering to be possible sources for 

funding assistance.  Amongst the early ideas discussed at this meeting were:  the setting up of a poli 

tunnel enterprise by the village’s Gardening group,  a new Notice Board to replace the current 

elderly model, equipment for the park’s play area for the use of the children - perhaps a decent 

slide,  and for the Hall perhaps the setting up of an all-ages  club to be built around the use of a 

couple of table tennis tables, to be located in St Margaret’s Hall.   One aspect of the whole business 

which seemed particularly pertinent to any further discussion and involvement of representatives of 

our community elements was how to communicate with everyone and generate  and discuss ideas.   

Face Book would reach out to a proportion but not all of the community.  This topic would need 

more attention at our next meeting.    

Although not necessarily relevant to this item, the possibility was also raised of levelling a space 

currently occupied by old, and in some cases, dilapidated garages and turning the resulting area into 

a car park.  Whether or not this was a practical possibility would be taken up by Lynn Devine with 

the Housing department. 

Item 6   Report of the Officers 

The Treasurer reported that our account stood at £1,674.17 which sum included our grant from the 

Council of £715.  The Chairman thanked Avril for her consistently efficient work on our behalf. He 

then asked Julie if she had any planning matters to report.  There was indeed one:  the erection of a 

power line from Carsebank to the local power station.  This related to the power feed from the Solar 

Panel farm which was planned to be developed by Carse Grey estates.  It was agreed that we would 

not have any objection to this development.  The Secretary had nothing of importance to add.   It 

was considered sensible that we decide now what date we should plan for the Christmas Tree 

celebrations, particularly so that Santa’s presence at the Hall could be booked.  The date chosen was 

Thursday 5th December;  Julie would contact Santa. 

Item 7  Date of the Next Meeting 

It being past 9 pm and there being no further business to discuss the Chairman terminated the 

meeting, reminding members that our next meeting would take place at the same time and place, 

on Wednesday 23rd October. 

 

 

J Gow 

Chairmna 


