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Royal Burgh of Forfar Community Council  
Minutes of meeting on 15th August 2019 at 7 pm Forfar Community Campus.  

 
Present:   
Community Councillors: - Chair Linda Clark (LC), Graham Clark (GC), Kathryn Patullo (KP), Robin Wardhaugh 
(RW), Eleanor Feltham (EF), Jim McMillan (JM), Ian Dickson (ID), Charlotte Douglas (CD), Angela Gillies (AG) 
and Tom O'Brien (TOB) 
 
 Minute Secretary: -  Tom O'Brien 
 
Angus Councillors: -  Cllr Braden Davey (DB), Cllr Lynne Devine (LD) and Cllr Ian McLaren (IM) 
 
Others; - PC Scott Anderson (SA) from Police Scotland and David Gillies member of the public. 
   
1. Welcome and Apologies  
      The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and the following apologies were received, Community 
councillors James Gray-Cheape (JGC), Catriona McNicoll (CM) and Ian Whyte (IW) 
 

2. Minutes from previous Meeting  
      There were a couple of small grammatical errors and a name to be changed, other than this the previous 
minutes were agreed. Proposed by CD and seconded by RW. 
 

3. Matters Arising from previous Meeting 
   3.1    As the minute secretary Joy Mitchell had now stepped down, the chair proposed that it should be 
minuted the heartfelt thanks of the community council for the hard work and dedication of Joy and that a 
card and gift be arranged to be presented to Joy at a future meeting. This was agreed by all. 
       Following on from this the Chair asked if anyone would be willing to take on the role of minute 
secretary, otherwise every would have to take turns in taking the minutes. AG volunteered to take on the 
role with help from the secretary. 
 

  3.2    TOB read out letter of response from Post office re complaints about lighting and disabled access to 
the post office in East high street, (See appendix A for copy of letter). The response received was not what 
the community council was looking for and a further letter will be sent to the owners of the building. 
 

  3.3   TOB reported back on the piece of land opposite Aldi, which is the subject of repeated fly tipping. An 
enquiry was put into Angus council (FS-case-126041835) and a reply was received stating that an 
enforcement notice had been issued but there were problems serving it to the individual who owns the 
land. A discussion followed and both cllr's Devine and McLaren said that they both had raised issues with 
this piece of land and that there were issues with the notice. EF asked if a compulsory purchase order 
could be used, GC asked for the area to be properly fenced off or blocks be put in front to deter  tipping 
and KP asked if netting could not be put over the area. All these ideas will be passed on by Cllr's to see if 
anything can be done to stop this problem. 
 

  3.4  Short term let consultation   EF said she could not attend the short term lets event but had entered a 
response to the consultation on the Community council behalf, this was excepted. 
 

  3.5  EF also said she and RW had attended the 1st meeting of the Quarry sub group with the quarry 
operators and residents and the meeting went well, It was decided that there would be a meeting every 3 
months. EF and AG both said the meeting was useful, it was agreed to add the meeting to the sub group 
section of the community council minutes in future 
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4. Chair Report  
        The Chair raised the following during her report. 
4.1   It was noted that temporary potable toilets were now in place at Forfar loch, while this was a good 
thing it was not what was required in the long term. The chair had spoken to some of the youths at the 
loch regarding the toilets being damaged almost immediately after being put in place and thought that the 
youths may listen to what she had to say. 
 

4.2    The chair asked the cllr's why the old toilet buildings at west port and the Arbroath road were still 
labelled as toilets when no longer in use. Chair thought this was confusing for visitors to the town who may 
need the use of facilities. Cllr Davey to look into this. While on the subject of toilets GC asked why 
community asset transfers could not be looked at to maybe bring the toilets back into use and also to 
make sure the temporary toilets were serviced regularly. TOB asked why towns in Angus were not using 
the "comfort scheme" as other towns were in other county's in Scotland given the lack of public access 
toilets. 
 

4,3     The cutting of grass at the old Forfar leisure centre pitch and putt golf course seemed to be done 
"willy nilly", it gets cut even when raining and wondered how much was being spent on this when the pitch 
and putt is not being used. Chair asked what could be done to bring this facility back into use to stop 
wasting money cutting the grass. 
 

4.4     Chair mentioned the work done by St Margret's church with the school uniform project and what an 
excellent idea it was, but asked if it was publicised in all the schools as she used an example of a new family 
in the town who did not know about it and had found it hard to get reasonable priced school uniform on a 
tight budget. Cllr LD said that it was used by Langlands and Whitehills schools a lot but not by Strathmore 
as much. Cllr BD said that he hoped people were being told to check if they could get the clothing grant 
from Angus council. EF mentioned a clothing swap shop. 
 

4.5    The recent flooding in the town was brought up and the chair stated that the response was very good 
and asked if there was a flood prevention scheme in place. Cllr IM said that J. Semple the resilience 
manager for the council had various plans in place to react to flooding issues.  ID said that drains were not 
being cleared properly or enough and the same areas (Kia garage, Lochside road) were always affected. 
RW said there were problems with the drains in Lour rd., Cllr LD said the drains were cleared but due to the 
amount of mud and water coming off the fields the drains were blocked again the next day. Other issues 
with mud and debris in drains, KP said problems with top soil be washed off the fields. GC said some of 
these problems were had easy fixes, such as bunds in the fields and making sure planting was done 
correctly e.g. rows of potatoes planted so the grooves run across the slope instead of with the slope. Cllr 
IM to ask roads how often the drains get cleared and when. 
 

4.6  Good luck to Cllr LD in the kilt walk from the community council. 
 

5. Secretary Correspondence/Report 
 

5.1  A copy of the year end accounts for Forfar community council were passed round for information. TOB 
reported that the accounts had been audited and a copy sent to Angus council community planning 
department as per community council standing orders. 
 

5.2   Letter received from licencing department re Sinclair's kitchen and proposed alcohol serving times the 
only change was to the name has the previous name was "Foresterseat restaurant". No objections from   
community council. 
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6. Treasurers Report 
     See secretary's report. 
 

7. Police & Fire  Service Reports 

 

     7.1 No Fire service report. 
 

     7.2 Police report. 
           PC Scott Anderson spoke about the following: 
 Vandalism reports have increased  in July, this maybe due to school holidays further information needed. 
They have also been some more rural thefts. The Glamis extravaganza went well and the use of pop up 
Police officer worked very well on the roads. 
  GC asked about the broken windows in castle street and if there was any CCTV coverage in this area. SA 
said no coverage in this area but the CCTV cameras and systems are due to be upgraded shortly, new wi-fi  
cameras, May not get extra cameras. Cllr LD asked if a camera could be moved to cover further down 
castle street, TOB asked if the town regeneration fund could not be used to get new cameras for castle 
street. Cllr LD this may be possible depends if this idea was put forward or not.LC asked about community 
safety funding, Cllr LD replied this money is properly not available anymore. CD asked about extra Police 
cover for castle street, as something needs to be done or the shops will close. KP said if the businesses paid 
for cameras could these be linked to Police, SA said no due to CCTV legislation, RW asked what the costs 
would be to shop owners for CCTV cameras. The August Police report will be published after this meeting 
takes place. 
 

 

8. Local Councillor Update 

 

8.1    Cllr IM  spoke about the new houses being built at the old guide dog school by Scotia homes and that 
the Guild homes development at Tufbeg was moving along He also said that the houses due to be built at 
the old pavilion were having issues with access. 
 

8.2     Cllr BD council are now back after summer break and attend full council meeting and asset transfers 
were discussed. He gave an update on old leisure centre and said the court was still ongoing and a decision 
should be made soon. Council have also been looking the lochlands  road junction on the A90 to see if 
improvements could be made to safety. 
 

8.3     Cllr LD  Working on CCTV for town and with the flooding issues in Castle street. LD said a little 
disappointed with the number of responses to the town centre regeneration fund consultation idea 
scheme. She said work has been going on with the early learning provision and grants are being given out 
to child minders and nursery's. Training taking place with AC staff and volunteers. LD involved with Forfar 
action network bingo night which was a great success and working towards a Xmas extravaganza on the 
30th November 2019 including Xmas light switch on. Also stated that the last 2 Saturday's in Nov and the 
Saturday's in Dec leading up to Xmas would be free parking in all car parks. 
 

9. Men's shed proposal. ID representing Forfar and district men's shed put forward a proposal asking for 
help from the community council towards the cost of a building warrant so the work to finish their new 
premises could be completed. (see appendix B). A discussion between community councillors followed  
and during this discussion ID left the room and did not take part in the discussion in case of a conflict of 
interest. The remaining members of the community council voted unanimously to pay the full cost of the 
building warranty from community council funds.  
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10. AOCB  
       RW asked about planters at west high street, and whether anymore were available  as the rotary club 
were looking for some for their polio project. 
       TOB told the community council that Wendy Murray from Easthaven community would be attending 
the next meeting to give a presentation on litter and ways that the community can be involved. 
 

11. Sub group updates 

 

11.1   Common good fund/Council buildings and assets 

            Nothing to report 
 

11.2    Future planning/Consultations 

              Nothing to report 
 

11.3     Town centre improvement group 

              CD reported that funding had been obtained in partnership with the FAN group, but said more 
people were need to join the group. The next meeting is Tues 20th Aug 09.30 at Forfar community campus. 
 

 

12. Planning Applications:  
       Nothing to report. 
 

13. Date and time of next meeting  
 

The next meeting of the Community Council will take place at 7pm on 19th September 2019 at Forfar 
community campus. 
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