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ROYAL BURGH OF ARBROATH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Approved Minute of the meeting held on Tuesday 6th August  2019 at Arbroath Community Centre 

Present:  

Members: Sandy Beedie, Kaleem Ahmed, Ian Cameron, Emma Parson, Marc Ritchie, Graham Smith 

Local Councillors: Brenda Durno, Alex King, Lois Speed  

Police Scotland:  PC Gordon Smith 

Also In Attendance: 11 Members of the public  

Meeting:  

1. Welcome and Apologies: The chair welcomed all those present to the meeting  

Apologies: Community Councillors: Maureen Beedie, Jan Broomhall, Fiona Doran, Karen Oliver, Julie-Ann Smith 
Councillors:  David Fairweather, Richard Moore, Derek Wann 
Communities Officer: Mhairi Dickson  
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting: Proposed by Graham Smith Seconded by Ian Cameron. The CC agreed that the 

July 2019 minutes be approved.  

 

3. Matters Arising from previous meeting: Since the last meeting, the free month of collection of green bins has 
happened as a result of strike action previously. Applegate sign on behalf of the PB (Participatory Budgeting) 
grant, three parties have signed the agreement and awaiting the 4th party to sign this. All going well 
construction to the sign will start in October, although an update will be provided at Septembers meeting.  

 
4. Correspondence: Millgate bar have generously offered the community council  the use of the Millgate, for any 

fundraising events the community council wishes to run in the future.  
 

5. Local Councillor Reports  

Cllr Brenda Durno : Received quite a lot of correspondence on complaints about noise between neighbours and 

other forms of noise complaints. Thanked PC Gordon Smith  for dealing with the noise complaints issues. Looking 

into sources of funding for memorials besides benches, maybe paths made of stone,  that would be fitting to this 

and that could be a good service to the community . Also looking at the use of the old Friockheim railway line 

and Cycle hub have done a feasibility study on this, to see what funding is available for use of this old railway 

line.  

 

Cllr Alex King : Standard case work and is confidential due to its nature. The development brief for the Refurb 

site opposite Arbirlot Road West in Arbroath  has been approved and recommended people to look at the 

development brief on the Angus Council website. This details what might happen at the site to allow the 

developers to fully develop this area of land and is part of the allocated area for housing in Arbroath for 2020-

2026. This is made up of 5 phases, the first phase is 120 houses and the total number of houses being 

approximately 600 of which 25% will be affordable housing either rent or purchase. Behind the power station at 

Railton Crescent and wanted to construct a battery storage unit in the near future, which can store the 

electricity and transfer the electricity back to the national grid.  
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Cllr Lois Speed: Currently on council recess. Been engaging with constituents and community groups during this 

time within the area. Attended the Adams day care centre in Montrose for older residents and other users. Also 

met with the Community nursing team and their role within the community supporting people who have been 

discharged from hospital or who require support from the community nursing team. Attended the pop up events 

the communities team of Angus Council organised at various local parks across Arbroath, allowing families and 

the communities team to meet up and relax. Also provided an update on the active travel plan and the 

successful bid after the recent round of bidding on behalf of the redesigning the A92 project and this grant was 

from the Scottish Government  for active travel within communities. The final redesign of the project is still to 

take place and further public consultations will take place before the final design itself is confirmed and these 

will be announced in due course.  Angus Cycle and Angus Alive and the adapted bikes along the sea front - 

looking to expand this and promote active travel even more including people with disabilities.   

 

6. Treasurers Report:  Current balance £39,443,96 - of which the PB (Participatory Budgeting) money for the 
Applegate sign and maintenance of the projects is being held and will come out of the account once completed.  
 

7. Police Report  
Constable Gordon Smith provided the following report:  

Police Report   02/07/19-02/08/19 

 

There have been 177  reported crimes in the Arbroath area which is a reduction on the last police report.    

 26  Road Traffic Offences.  

 35  Assaults 

 29 Breach of the Peaces  

 16  Vandalisms  

 26 Thefts - 3 of which were house break-ins.  

 52 Miscellaneous offences including drugs offences/bail offences/sexual offences and Frauds etc  

On house break ins - stressed that especially in warm weather like we have been having  to not leave windows and 
doors open or unlocked during any time of the day. And to be careful of what people put on social media e.g. when 
and during their holidays as this will act as an incentive to criminals and get a neighbour to check your house whilst 
you are away.  Youth calls have went down during the summer and the communities officers have targeted certain 
areas of Arbroath and produced action plans - Mayfield, Harbour, St Vigeans area (close to the dam) and the 
westway retail park. There are dedicated officers both within the communities team and outwith to patrol these 
areas regularly and is helping to drive down complaints in these areas.  The increased police presence was welcomed 
by the people at the meeting.  
 
Looking to organise pop up surgeries in Arbroath soon and hold these surgeries in a different area each time , maybe 
every two months, that have been a success in Letham, Angus and Friockheim.  The venues for the surgeries could 
be outside Morrisons, the town library or where people would like them to be held so they can attend.  One has 
been arranged for sheltered housing to be held very soon. Met up with Kirstene Hair MP for Angus who went aroud 
with the communities team to see what is involved in day to day workings for the team and was a good opportunity 
for the communities team to raise issues they had as well as letting Kirstene Hair see the complex issues the team 
have to deal with. Dealing with issues of youths congregating at Mayfield in recent weeks with loud music late at 
night and are patrolling this area more frequently to clamp down on this.  
 
A question was asked about the manning hours of 9am to 5pm in Arbroath Police station and a few people have 
approached community council members to say this is not the case. PC Gordon Smith said it was manned between 
9am to 12pm and from 1pm to 5pm if the receptionist is there, or if on holiday then the station is not manned 
unfortunately. If there is no reply, there is a phone for people to use that goes through to the control room. He 
admitted this was not always reliable however this was the procedure they been advised to follow from 
management. It was asked if this could be fed back higher up the tree as it is felt members of the public should be 
able to speak to a police officer through one of the processes. PC Gordon Smith said he would feed this back.  
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Pop up police continue to receive good feedback from across different areas in the town.  
 
 

9.  AOCB 
The issue of the path between Arbroath and Auchmithie was raised and that there are issues with the area 
beyond Seaton Den where sections of the path becomes a dirt track and covered in weeds and other 
vegetation. Which can present health and safety issues for users of the path and that the path should be 
accessible from Arbroath to Auchmithie along the full length of it for all users. This could provide benefits to 
the town and Auchmithie itself and possibility of getting funding from the big lottery fund from the Scottish 
Government or the Coastal communities grant, which Fife Council have used to construct a path along the 
coastline. Or through discussions with Seagreen who are bidding to construct a windfarm off shore of 
Arbroath through the communities grant pot. Arbroath Community Council are to look into this and report 
back in due course.   
 
It was discussed there needs to be a greater publicity and communication with the public about the A92 
project and the current update on the planning itself. There are a number of concerns about which sections 
will be dual carriageway or single carriageway, so more consultation with key stakeholders and public 
engagement is required.  
 
A question was asked about the vacant site of the old Seaforth Hotel and the current status of any plans for 
the site. It was bought privately and that prices that were. There was a plan approved for the site however it 
is believed the company with the planning permission has run into financial difficulties however the planning 
permission approval lasts for 5 years and the company with the planning permission have another 3 years 
until the planning permission runs out.  
 
There was also the issue of conflicting dates for bin collections across a few areas of the town and what 
could be done about this. It was said there has been 2 calendars produced and the correct version was 
online with copies of this to be sent out.  

10. Planning  
No planning applications were received that required further discussion at the meeting. 
 

11. Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 3rd September at 7pm at Arbroath Community Centre . A notice 
will be placed in the library and the Community Council Facebook page. 


