
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

                           LUNANHEAD AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

            ON WEDNESDAY 23RD OCTOBER 2019 

Present    Mr Ken Stewart                  Acting Chairman 

    Mrs Avril Martin 

    Mr Scott Mackintosh 

    Ms Julie Philip 

    Mr Jeremy Gow    (for latter Items only) 

    Mr David Conran-Smith       Secretary 

In attendance:  Councillors Devine, Mclaren, Davy 

Also present:   Mr Tom and Mrs Mary Ward, (for Item 4 only) 

Mr David Ritchie, Ms Donna Robbins, Members of the Local Community 

Apologies were received from Mr Fred Hudghton, and Mr Gordon Grewar.    

Item 1   Chairman’s Welcome 

In the absence of Jeremy Gow , Ken Stewart took the chair.  He welcomed everyone to the meeting 

and remarked how pleased the Committee were to have our three Councillors with us that evening.  

He also said how good it was to have with us two members of the local walking group who were 

particularly interested in the future plans for the re-instating of the footpath to Restenneth Priory as 

well as David Ritchie and Donna Robbins who had expressed an interest in attending one of our 

meetings. 

Item Minutes of the Last Meeting. 

The Secretary said that there were no actions arising from the last meeting but that the Agenda 

today would include three items ( Items 4 to 6) which had been discussed then and which required 

further attention.  The Minutes were accepted as a full and accurate record of that meeting. 

Item 3 Input of the Councillors 

The Councillors reported on several current issues.   Councillor McLaren drew our attention to the 

ongoing repairs to the replacement of the gas main at the East Port which were to continue until 9th 

December and start again on 6th January, eventually continuing along the High Street as far as the 

Cross, this work estimated to continue for a further 16 weeks.   Councillor Devine had several 

comments to make.   The Council’s efforts to reduce carbon emissions had been successful but 

measures needed to be continued more widely than so far had been possible.   There had continued 

to be discussions on the Resilience issue and the incidences of flooding experienced during last 

month’s heavy rainfall had shown how important it always was to be properly prepared for such 

problems.   Various organisations in and around the town had achieved very promising results with 

their work in providing care for those of the towns citizens in need of it.  One great disappointment 

was the recurrence of instances of gross vandalism which were causing concern to local authorities 

as well as work and costs to put right. It was good to hear that various ways of assisting local 

enterprises with regard to parking charge impact were under consideration.  Also reassuring was the 



decision to do away with charges over the Christmas period.  Mr Ward wondered to what extent the 

accountability of various Council enterprises had been assessed, for example the cost to local 

businesses of the decision to implement a car parking charge scheme in relation to the revenue 

raised from it.  He was assured that every effort would always be made to limit the impact of that 

scheme on local businesses and also the impact on businesses caused by such things as gas pipe 

replacements. 

Item 4 The Re-instating of the Footpath to Restenneth Priory 

The Secretary explained how the plan to start work on the repairs to the footpath had been curtailed 

on account of the reluctance of the landowners to accept liability for damage or injury caused by the 

work.  Mr Angus Spence was unable to get them to change their mind and accordingly resigned from 

the project.  Scott MacKintosh, who had been involved in the plan since its inception was prepared 

to liaise with Mr Paul Clark, the Council’s Countryside Access officer, in reassuring the landowners, 

Mr and Mrs Law, and getting the work re-started. 

Item 5   Participatory Budgeting 

The Secretary had attended a meeting in Arbroath on 28th September at which he had hoped to 

learn more about how PB would be handled at CC level.  The meeting had not been particularly 

fruitful and a further meeting had been planned for 14th October which he had not been able to 

attend but had been re-assured that he would be sent details of the results of it.  These he had not 

yet received. There was some discussion about the general purpose of the scheme and its aim to 

improve the wellbeing of local communities; initially funded by central government to the tune of 

about £8,000 for each of the Forfar and Kirriemuir CCs, it would in future be funded  by the Council 

who would give 1% of its budget expenditure to finance it.   It was agreed that financing such 

enterprises as the re-instating of the Restenneth Footpath and encouraging greater use of such a 

well equipped and useful facility as the St Margaret’s Hall, would be suitable PB uses.  Although it 

seemed unlikely that we would be able to get our involvement in PB under way in the current 

finance year, it was hoped that we might do so next year. 

Item 6   The Lighting of the Christmas Tree 

It was agreed that due to a date clash we would change the date for the party to Tuesday 3rd 

December. The plan for the evening would be to gather at the Hall at 6 pm, and be served with 

mulled wine.  At 6.25 the Chairman would welcome everyone, encourage them to arm themselves 

with a party popper and follow the piper to the tree where our guest lighter of the tree would ask 

Ken to throw the switch. He would tell those gathered to return to the Hall for soup and sausage 

rolls after the Lighting.   Scott would have carried out the necessary wiring connection beforehand. 

David would ask Fiona Anderson if her husband could arrange for some barriers to be placed at the 

edge of the road’s pavement.  Avril would do the shopping, for the wine, the soup and the sausage 

rolls.   Julie would ask Fred if he might be prepared to be Father Christmas with a sack of small 

presents for the kids (perhaps assorted confectionery).  Julie would arrange for a flier to be 

produced for David to get copied for a leaflet drop around the village to be carried out in mid 

November by CC members.  David would write to Rev Elaine Garman inviting her to join us for the 

evening and to Turn on the Lights on the Tree.  To allow us to confirm arrangements our next 

meeting would be changed from 4 December to 27 November.  Donna very kindly offered to help 

Avril in the kitchen. 

 



 

Item 7  Planning Issues 

The Secretary had been concerned on two counts by the large scale development underway by the 

Foresterseat Caravan Park to create a fishing pond and campsite in the middle of the large field 

between the Arbroath Road and the Reswallie Hall.  Firstly there had been no notice of this 

development given to any of the riparian owners bordering the field, other than a small 

advertisement in the local papers. Although the Council planning department had supposedly 

informed our CC planning officer of the development she had no record of it.   

 A shelter belt of trees had been planted along the north edge of the field and in due course the spoil 

from the diggings of the fish pond would be used to recreate what had been known as Tammy’s 

Knowe, a small hilloch which had been removed from the field in the process of taking the sand and 

gravel deposits in the 1970s  The Secretary’s small paddock through which runs a drainage ditch was 

the other side of the boundary dyke along the north edge of the lochan field as was the adjacent 

field beside Reswallie Hall which belonged to Mr Peter Hill. The other concern that the Secretary had 

was the management of the lochan water.  It had been thought that the plan was for the water to 

rise into the lochan from springs from the ground water;  it was not clear how any surplus water 

outflow would be catered for but it seemed possible that this would find its way into the Burnside 

Burn which flowed through the secretary’s field, a small water meadow type paddock which flooded 

easily enough already.  The Secretary has raised these concerns to the developers, Emma and Jamie 

Laird, and the Council’s planning department.  Julie Philip. our Planning officer, has been kept 

informed also.  There have been several planning documents relating to this development, the latest 

being 17/00817/Full. 

Item 8  The Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer reported that our account stood at £1,564.17.   The Acting Chairman thanked Avril for 

her efficient management of our account. 

Item 9   The Secretary’s Comments 

This had been a productive meeting with a lot of ground covered.  He had been pleased to see two 

members of the local community interested enough in our work on their behalf to want to attend a 

meeting and hoped that they might return to future meetings, and perhaps in the future even join 

us on a long term basis.  

Item 10  Date of the Next Meeting 

The Acting Chairman reminded us that the date of our next meeting had been changed to 

Wednesday 27th November.  With no further business to discuss he closed the meeting at shortly 

after 9 pm. 

 

K Stewart 

Acting Chairman 

 

 



    


