
Approved 

 

 

Approved 

 

APPROVED 
 

MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 12th SEPTEMBER 2019 
 

IN THE COMMUNITY CABIN, UNION STREET, MONIFIETH. 
 
 

 
Chairperson: Sheena Cochrane 
Present; Jack Brand, Derek Uchman, Graham Webster, Stewart Ellis  & John Thornton. 
Others: Councillors  Beth Whiteside and Sheila Hands,  Jean Lee, Madge and Alan Buntin, Eoin Smart 
all MCRG,  PS Grace Ewing and  Jenny Ellis. 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 

 The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies were received from Ben Nicoll, Ken Gibson, Peter Morrison, Hazel Brand and  Councillor 
Ben Lawrie.  
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising. 
     The minutes were accepted as read.  
   
3. MCRG Presentation. 

Jean Lee gave a very informative presentation on behalf of Monifieth Community Resource Group 
detailing their plans and hopes for the future of the new community centre. Jean detailed the 10 year 
history of the group and explained the reason for the need for a community centre, with so many 
establishments having closed in Monifieth over the past few years, the new community church being 
the first new building, but on its own not enough,  which leaves us in a town which is declining rapidly. 
She explained the findings of the charrettes, their main wish having been for a community centre. 
There were no buildings available since the loss of Invertay House and no money to buy land. Jean 
detailed  previous attempts to obtain funding, many of which had appeared very positive but were 
dashed at the last minute for various reasons. It is envisaged construction will start in July 2020 with a 
9 month build with the opening hopefully in Spring 2021. The cost of the new building is £1.1 million 
with funds of £650,000 already in place from  Angus Council and planning gain with applications 
being made for further funding from several sources. It is envisaged the new building will contain a 
large hall capable of being divided into 2 spaces, each of which would be bigger than the community 
cabin, storage space, a fitness suite a training kitchen for people who require support. There would 
be a centre manager  and hopefully social enterprise with walking football, netball and others.  
In conclusion, Jean stated all groups in Monifieth have a say in and membership of the community 
centre and asks everyone to become involved.  
Replying to questions from Community Councillors. Jean stated an approach had again been made 
to the Big Lottery after the previous disappointment, but with the same result- Monifieth does not 
suffer enough social deprivation. Sheena Cochrane stated there were many people in Monifieth with 
mental health issues  who could be helped by this new building.  
The Chairwoman thanked Jean and the members of MCRG who then left to attend to urgent matters 
concerning funding. 
 

4.  Correspondence 
      a) emails to Community Planning concerning resignations of Norrie Adams and Frank Chalmers and 
the co-option of Stewart Ellis and his subsequent election as Treasurer. 
      b) email from Lynn Hally re planning applications and response training. Cascaded. No replies. 
      c) email from Chris Bonnar, Fire and Rescue Scotland, commenting on survey completed by Graham 
Webster. Contact to be maintained by Graham. 
      d) email from Shelley Hague, Community Planning, re Big Climate Conversation. Stewart has made 
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enquiry re this. No action meantime. Cascaded. 
     e) email from Lynn  Hally Training Opportunity- Setting up a Facebook page. Thursday 24th October 
between 12 and 2. at Angus House, Forfar. Cascaded. Sheena and Jack may be able to attend. 
     f) emails to and from Precise Events- hire of Gig Rig confirmed.  
     g) email from Fiona McDonald, Risk and Resilience, Angus Council re obtaining permission for 
temporary public entertainment licence. 
     h) email from lynn Hally re Agenda Presentation Skills and Planning Training. Cascaded. Discussed. 
Date 7th October. 
     i) email from Scottish Community Councils website with information re land reform. Cascaded. 
Discussed. 
     j) email from Ordnance Survey re conference Edinburgh. Cascaded. No attendees. 
     k) email from Jack Brand re defibrillators for Monifieth and the Blue token scheme. Reported in AOCB. 
     l) email from Lynn Hally re VE Day 75. Angus Council are keen to support community Councils with 
funding for events. 8th to10th May 2020. Cascaded. Discussed. Contact to be made with British Legion, 
Carnoustie and the Lodge at the Masonic Hall. Stewart Ellis to approach. Cascaded 
     m) email from Derek Uchman with invite to Apple day and Wildflower picnic on 29th September at the 
Community Orchard. All afternoon. All welcome. Cascaded 
     n) email Lynn Hally. Meeting Eassie Hall, 25th September. Get Ready for Winter. Cascaded. 
Discussed. More relevantfor Glen and country areas. Cascaded 
     o) email Lynn Hally re Angus Participatory Budget Learning Event.Saturday 28th September. Arbroath- 
Webster Hall. Cascaded. Discussed. Jack Brand attended previous meeting and will try to go to this one.  
 
5. Social Media. 
     No report. Councillors discussed whether more use could be made of the Facebook page, with details 
of matters discussed and Councillors in attendance. To be considered with no decision meantime.  
 
6. Treasurer’s Report 
      Stewart Ellis  reported Angus Council had found a minor discrepancy in the statement of Income and 
Expenditure submitted but this has been corrected. The balance stands at £5259.77.  
  
7. Planning Matters. 
      No report. 
   
8.  Police Report 
     Sgt Grace Ewing reported there had been 11 crimes reported in Monifieth between 09/0819 and 
12/09/19, 2 assaults, 1 vandalism, 1 breach of the peace and 2 thefts- one of those being theft of 12 gas 
canisters for nail guns from the Seaview building site by 2 youths seen on CCTV but not yet identified and 
the other being theft of keys from a property in relation to a domestic matter. There were 5 miscellaneous 
matters ranging from domestic matters, frauds and road traffic offences. 27 incidents were reported to the 
control room, many relating to the flooding at the beginning of the month. Fortunately only 2 youth calls 
were received. The pop up police officers have been deployed at several locations around the town and 
other nearby villages and appear to be a good deterrent for speeding drivers. Sgt Ewen reported the new 
community officer, Dawn McGaughay has been appointed and will start here on Thursday 3rd October 
2019. She has over 20 years police service and has previously worked in the south of Angus. We look 
forward to welcoming her at the next meeting. Sgt Ewen advised continuing correspondence with senior 
officers regarding the matter of returning a Police office to Monifieth.  
 
9. Angus Councillors’ Reports. 
    Beth Whiteside reported on the response to the Town Centre Fund which had not been too inspiring. 
Suggestions were for a youth café, improvements to the beach, town centre improvements and hard 
landscaping. These will be discussed by planners and put into action as appropriate. Details to follow.  
Beth and Sheila also reported on the school project and expressed disappointment at the decision by 
Angus Council to withdraw from the Western Gateway scheme and instead concentrate on improving 
Monifieth High. They both feel with the Monifieth and Sidlaw ward straddling Dundee, there would have 
been many advantages for us. Both feel they have not received adequate support from their fellow Ward 
councillors who, as part of the administration could have used their influence in this matter. A report 
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published stated there was little support for a shared school, a point both Beth and Sheila disagree with.  
Beth stated the damaged equipment at the Blue Seaway had been reported and there was a delay in 
receiving replacement parts.  
John Thornton asked if the damage caused by lorries to the grass verges at the south side of the Blue 
Seaway could be repaired. Beth to approach Kevin Robertson, Angus Council.  
Derek Uchman asked if the area occupied by the  at present unused putting green could be flattened to 
allow more space to become available for the Medieval Fayre. Discussed and on advice of Beth and 
Sheila, Derek is to approach Kevin Robertson.  
  
10. Public Questions 
      None 
       

 
 
11. AOCB 
      Derek Uchman asked if additional funding was being considered -  there will be collecting cans in the 
Vault, Tesco are to be approached(Sheena) and there will be a collection on the night. Derek will 
approach Rotary to query if they will donate £600 towards the running costs, as previously.  
There are no farmers market stalls.  
Jack reported on the matter of the Tesco blue token submission by AEDdonate who had been awarded 
£4000 to supply defibrillators for Monifieth and surrounding area. Jack had contacted AED who offered to 
supply a box and backing board for an existing defibrillator and assist us in fund raising. This appeared to 
be totally contrary to their statement of intent on the collecting box in store. Full discussion followed and it 
was agreed further approaches should be made to AED pointing out the disparity between the amount 
awarded and the figure which would be spent on supplying a secure cabinet and backing board. Jack 
Brand to follow up.   
 
  
 
12. The next meeting of the Community Council will be held on Thursday 10th October 2019 at 7pm in the 
Community Cabin. 
 
 
Secretary’s Note.  
 
The next meeting of the Community council will be on Thursday 14th November 2019 at 7pm in the 
Community Cabin. 


