
 
Royal Burgh of Forfar Community Council  

Minutes of meeting on 19th September  2019 at 7 pm Forfar Community Campus.  
 
Present:  
Community Councillors: - Linda Clark (LC), Graham Clark (GC), Robin Wardhaugh (RW), Ian Dickson (ID), 
Jim McMillian (JM), Tom O’Brien (Tob)and Ian Whyte (IW). 
 
Minute Secretary: -  
 
Angus Councillors: - Ian McLaren, Lynne Devine and Colin Brown. 
 
Others; - Wendy Murray from ACE and Gordon Grewar (communities officer) 

 
1. Welcome and Apologies  
Warm welcome to Wendy Murray from Angus clean environment (Easthaven), and Gordon Grewar. 
Apologies from James Gray-Cheape,, Catriona McNicoll, Eleanor Feltham, Angela Gillies Charlotte Douglas 
and Kathrine Patullo. 
  
2. Minutes from previous Meeting : Accepted and proposed by JM and seconded by ID 
  
3. Matters Arising from previous Meeting : None 
 
3.1 Presentations from Wendy Murray (see appendix A) and Gordon Grewar (see appendix B) 

 
4. Chair Report  
      The chair attended a council meeting and not happy about being recognised or welcomed as members 
of the public.  It was also mentioned that there is a lack of copies of minutes and the agenda’s 
 
 She thanked the council for the removal of the toilet signs, chair asked councillors if the provision of halls 
used for voting in elections could be looked at, as most places in Forfar are in the town.  There is no 
provision in the estate areas such as Gallowshade and Easterbank.  Colin Brown mentioned about using 
postal and online voting, ID mentioned about the diverse population.  GC mentioned that the whitehills 
area and getting to a polling station and also about the west end of town the distance they have to travel 
to vote. 
 
ID advise that FOI request can be used to get correct information about things brought up about council 
meetings. 
 
Problem with youths on the old leisure centre roof and lights being out on the paths surrounding that area. 
ID mentioned a letter from the council and the reply which was received about the lights.  The letter 
mentioned there is no power to the lights on the path, however there are lights on the west corner and 
lights can still be seen within the centre. Chair mentioned that is our job to bring up issues.  RW said that 
the area is still a public area if the leisure centre is closed. 
 
5. Secretary Correspondence/Report 
  
 
6. Treasurer's Report 
 
The balance at the bank is £3,194.13. 
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7. Police & Fire  Service Report 
No Fire service report update. 
 
Police Service report. 
Issues regarding CCTV and community funding. LD to look into community safety money. 
 
8. Local Councillor Update 
 
Colin Brown has been looking at new ways to combat global warming and Angus Council is among the best 
in Scotland.  Local Councillor not happy about about the damage caused to the planter in Boyle park, two 
people complained about his comment and said the people responsible were morons. 
There is no decision on the leisure centre, awaiting decision on lochlands junction.  CB went to a 
consultation regarding an environmental survey on flooding and prevention. 
The report was not very favourable however the survey did not have all the information on where the 
water course runs. 
 
Lynne Devine On 24 September is attending the Scottish Rural Action Event at the Reid Hall.  
Town regeneration money - decisions were made on the items put forward at the meeting.  One of theses 
is to clear plants and trees from buildings, put electrical points for christmas lights in North Street, do up 
access from Myre to Forfar Loch.  The benches in Market muir to be repainted, LD mentioned fun and food 
programme to be run in the October holidays.  Breakfast and lunch clubs and fire service, homes start and 
welfare rights to attend. East and Old church to have a trip away. 
 
Climate emergency paper amended at council meeting, various carbon offset and sustainability plans are 
being looked at. Work to be done with Universities to work on resources. 
 
Ian McLaren talked about the Scottish landward and forestry who are planting 264000 trees in the Glens 
around Forfar and Kirriemuir, these will help to hold water and to lower CO2 emissions. 
He chairs the Climate change group of Angus council and the group has done a lot of work on this and are 
ahead of a lot of other local authorities. He had received a letter from IW about the work not being 
updated on the website. IM said that the website had now been updated with the latest report. 
Im said that work was needed to be done with farmers and climate change and note of the 9 point plan 
raised by Cllr Devine will be made. Recycling is doing well and the carbon footprint has gone up by 37%. 
GC asked About what happens if the water reaches the high street again and if the drains are to be cleared 
more often and do the council work closely with SEPA. IM said the drain cleaning was being looked at and 
the council do work with SEPA. ID mentioned straw getting into the drains which was not helping with the 
drains being blocked. 
 
9.  AOCB  
       IW said that 3 outdoor defibrillators boxes had been obtained and would hopefully be placed by 
costcutter on Dundee rd,  South street and the rugby club. 
 
10. Sub group updates 
      Town centre group updates: Angus Alive are putting out a form for local street artists to put forward 
ideas for the buildings. Facebook page and dropbox to be set up. 
 
Quarry sub group Work has started and the company have been good at communication and the noise 
has not been excessive. They have agreed to leave 1 of the bunds once finished and plant wildflowers. 
They are also making repairs to the culvert, the situation is to be monitored. 
11. Planning Applications:  
1 at Aldi supermarket discussed and points will be put forward by planning rep. 
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12. Date and time of next meeting  
 
The next meeting of the Community Council including the AGM will take place at 18.30pm on 17th 
October 2019 at Forfar community campus. 
 
 
Appendix A. 
 
Wendy Murray Angus clean environment gave a talk about litter etc.  

Brief overview started in East Haven by turning around the village from the worst village in 2014 to the 

best village in 2016. In 2017 they started to think about where the litter summit took place to bring people 

together to find solutions to the litter problems and other environmental issues. 

 

Ace started up the adopt a street programme with Angus Council, there is various ways to help combat the 

issues, some of these are:-  make up litter stations, paint bins, education of people and children. There is a 

Scottish litter initiative and ACE try to influence policy and legislative change new ideas to give penalty 

notices for litter that is dropped from vehicles.    Work being done about fly tipping to look at ways to 

enforce private landowners to deal with fly tipping. Work with businesses to set up litter prevention action 

plans such as the Arbroath Harbour plan, training on environmental policy and surveying.  Working with 

Arbroath football club offering free tickets to people who will help to clear litter from the stadium.  ACE 

requested a review of the litter strategy problems with enforcement of the strategy use dash cam footage 

to fine registered keepers of the vehicle. 

IW asked about keep Scotland Beautiful and Education.  GC mentioned KIMO a group who work with 

fishermen to clean up coastal areas.. 

New strategy to work with manufacturers to use degradable plastics. There are problems with fishermen 

and creel fishing which needs to be looked at. 

 
Appendix B 
Gordon Grewer – Gave an update on the PB and LOIP. It was proposed by the LOIP group for community 

councils to run PB events this year. The amount of money would be for this year only to be divided equally 

between each area. The events would be funded by money from the LOIP PB budget. 

It was decided that local groups would put in bids for money then an event where the groups would present 

their bid and then the public will vote on the bids. The grants available would be between £300-£1000 

The criteria for bids would be Poverty/Social exclusion, Health and Mental wellbeing and Connectivity 

digital and or transport. 
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