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Royal Burgh of Forfar Community Council  
Minutes of meeting  on 17th Oct 2019 at 7 pm at  Forfar Community Campus.  

 
Present:  Community Councillors: - Linda Clark (LD Chair) Grahame Clark (GC), Cathryn Patullo 
(CP), Ian Dickson (ID), Jim McMillan (JM), Robin Wardhaugh (RW), Tom O’Brien (TOB) 
 
Minute Secretary: -  None 
 
Angus Councillors: -  Cllr Colin Brown (CB) and Cllr Ian McLaren (IM) 
   
1. Welcome and Apologies :  
Apologies from James Gray-Cheape, Charlotte Douglas, Eleanor Feltham, Ian Whyte ,Angela 
Gillies, Catriona McNicol, Cllr Lynne Devine and Cllr Braden Davey. 
       
2. Minutes from previous  Meeting  
 Accepted as a true record and Proposed by Robin Wardhaugh seconded by Ian Dickson 
     
3. Matters Arising from previous Meeting  
 GC mentioned the vandalism at the leisure centre again the toilets have been damaged.
 

4. Chair Report;   
    The Chair spoke about the planning application from Aldi and possible traffic calming 
measures by the junction of craig o’loch road and the Aldi entrance. Chair suggested that a mini 
roundabout be put in place, ID pointed out problems with flooding in this area and chair also 
spoke about issues with paths flooding outside west end social club and also that road layout 
does not aid drainage, IM said he had been in touch with the roads department about getting 
drains cleared out more regularly at certain points around the town. IM also spoke about the 
burn at Forfar loch and how it needs preventive maintenance, (it was mentioned that it been 
had cleaned out recently). CP mentioned that in Australia they use nets to catch litter and 
rubbish in waterways. GC mentioned about the litter at the loch and the myre car park with the 
bins overflowing with rubbish. IM said he would look into the frequency of when the bins at the 
loch and myre are emptied. Chair spoke about whether there was funding from the Scottish 
government for CCTV to help combat vandalism in Castle Street, she said shopkeepers are 
struggling for money at the moment. 
5. Secretary Correspondence/Report; Nothing to report. 
 

6. Treasurer's Report; No report. 
 
7. Police and Fire report:- No report 
 
8. Local councillors report 
 Lynne Devine see appendix 1. 
 
Cllr Ian McLaren: He attended an emergency meeting to discuss the 9 point plan put forward by 
Lynne Devine re climate change. He attended at full council where the report was put forward 
to the Scottish government re measures to combat landfill and energy consumption. Use of gas 
dropped by 41%, lowest tonnage of waste going to landfill, C02 emissions down by 23%, 
2018/19 1st year since 2012 data down 42% and lighting down 10% using led. The climate 
change (IM is chair) group is working hard to carry on the good work done so far. Cross party 
mix is strong across the group as climate change is a very big issue. 
JM and ID both mentioned the trees cut down at turfbeg development and ID also said he did 
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not think trees were mentioned at the initial planning meeting. IM said that trees would have 
to be replanted elsewhere under planning conditions. 
 
Cllr Colin Brown: He spoke about armistice Sunday and the parade and the service at East and 
old church on the 10th of Nov. He also spoke about the vandalism to the portable toilets at 
Forfar loch and that it may cost thousands of pounds and there is a possibility they will be 
removed altogether. He mentioned the bomb scare at the recycling centre and praised the 
emergency services and the workers, it turned out to be an old type fire extinguisher. Colin 
then showed the plans for the essential gas pipework that needs to be replaced from east high 
st to west high street, CB,Cllr Devine and Cllr Davey met members of SGN to see the plans and 
CB informed us that there will be 2 open days for the public to view the plans. 
9.  AOCB;  
  It was suggested by TOB that a vote take place on whether Forfar community council should 
take the lead on the proposed PB event for the Forfar area. Of those present all community 
councillors voted in favour, that we should take the lead in running The PB event. 
  Chair mentioned that CB had said about the room not being booked, TOB to raise the issue 
with communities team. 
 
10. Sub group updates 
 
10.1   Common good fund/Council buildings and assets 
           Nothing to report 
 

10.2    Future planning/Consultations 
             Nothing to report 
 

10.3     Town centre improvement group 
 
    Cllr Devine: As Charlotte is not back from Australia I’d like to report on the Town 
Improvement Group.  We have put out publicity about the street art project and so far at least 
9 people have applied for applications.  On Monday when I can speak to Gordon Grewar we will 
look more closely at the applications. 
 
11. Planning Applications:  
 

12. Date and time of next meeting;  
 
The next meeting of the Community Council will take place at 7pm on Thur 21st Nov 2019 at 
Forfar community campus. 
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Appendix 1: Cllr L. Devine report Oct 2019 
 

I attended the 400
th

 session of the Music Café in the East and Old Church – a wonderful project 

for people with dementia and their carers.  They come from all over Angus. 

At Scrutiny and Audit committee, I asked that there should be immediate action taken to 

improve the Access line service.  The Deputy Chief Executive assured me that measures were 

being planned, so hopefully this will be the case. 

Toilets in the Country Park have now been burned.  There has been constant vandalism since 

they were installed. 

The housing service has been changed and from last Monday housing officers have a smaller 

area to cover and they are talking to everyone in their area, thus hoping to form better 

relationships and to intervene earlier to avoid problems, whether that be financial, neighbour 

or maintenance.  This will take a little while to bed in. 

I visit the Wellbean Café in St John’s Church hall the first Tuesday of the month.  This is a 

community café which was set up to help people recovering from addictions. I’m pleased to say 

that the numbers of people popping in are increasing.  They can access help and advice and 

interact with a variety of people.  I go along in case they need help with Council issues. Next 

week they celebrate their 1
st

 birthday. 

Over the Tattie holidays, there have been several projects supporting vulnerable families by 

having breakfast club (Lowson Church), fun and food at lunchtime (VAA and Cricket Club), so 

every day has been covered. Very well coordinated this time. 

We have lost our excellent Director of Children and Learning who has gone to another job at 

General Teachers’ Council in Edinburgh.  She will be a great loss and I am on the interview panel 

for her successor. 

 

Lynne Devine 
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